DYSFUNCTIONAL FAMILIES

A number of Russian nouns take irregular or slightly idiosyncratic plurals.  Notably, almost all family-related nouns harbor some quirk or another, as can be seen below.

1. Feminine nouns with stress shift in plural:
sestra 
(
sëstr∫ 
∞ena

(
∞ën∫
sem√à
(
sem√i

2. Feminine nouns with extended stem in all forms except Nom. sing.:
mat√

(
materi
do£√

(
do£eri


3. Masculine nouns with extended stem in plural, AND with -√Ô ending:
mu∞

(
mu∞√Ô
s∫n

(
s∫nov√Ô
brat

(
brat√Ô
[drug

(
druz√Ô]


4. The “e” in otec is a fleeting vowel (and the word is end-stressed):
otec

(
otc∫

5. £elovek (person) and rebënok (child) change into completely different words in the plural:
£elovek
(
lûdi
rebënok
(
deti

6. The hard “d” in sosed becomes soft in the plural:
sosed

(
sosedi
© 2002 Rebecca Stanton
Freely distributable with this notice intact.

