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Political Science W3922Y.             Seminar:   Previewing the 2008 Election. 
Spring 2008.  11:00AM-11:00pm   Tuesdays.  Room 711, IAB 
Prof.  Robert Erikson.  726 IAB; phone 854-0036. E-mail; rse14@columbia.edu
Office hours, 3-4pm, T, 430-5:30pmW, or by appointment 
 
 
This research seminar examines topics relevant to understanding the upcoming (and 
partially ongoing) 2008 elections (presidential and congressional).  The focus will be on  
the ongoing present-moment of the campaign and anticipating the future, while absorbing 
the lessons of the past.    Much of the discussion will be on understanding voters and 
what makes them tick.    The  seminar  will applying readings on voting and elections in 
the United States, and introduces students to doing research on electoral politics.   
 
The course will involve 3 somewhat separate but concurrent tracks. 
1.  Intensive reading on relevant topics involving electoral politics. 
2.  Learning about doing research on voting behavior, culminating in student research 
papers 
3.  Discussing politics of the immediate  present, with an eye toward understanding 
current events and anticipating upcoming events. 
 
 
Books:   Erikson and Tedin. 2007.  American Public Opinion.  7th ed. updated 
              Abramson, Aldrich, and Rohde. 2007.  Change and Continuity in the 2004 and   

            2006   Elections. 
               Fiorina, Culture War? 2005. Revised ed.  
               Wattenberg.  2007.   Is Voting for Young People? 
                
 
These books are available from Book Culture (formerly Labyrinth Bookstore) on 112th St. 
 
The readings are mainly drawn from the world of political science rather than political 
journalism.    In addition to the assigned texts, there will be occasional  library 
assignments from selected political science journals and books as well as current reading 
matter from  the internet.     
 
 
Assignments and expectations:  
               Contribute intelligently to class discussions. 
               Occasional minor research projects. 
               Occasional  assignment to lead class discussion on some topic. 
               Major Research paper.  
 
No tests are anticipated. 
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Major Research paper. 
              
One of the following:  
                    a) Original analysis of voting behavior, using the 2004 Exit Polls or other      

data. 
                    b) A critical literature review on a topic relevant for this course. 
                    c) An original research topic, relevant to the 2008 election, to be cleared with   
                          the instructor. 
 
A preliminary 3-page report, as a paper proposal,  is due March 25.  The final paper is 
due one week after the end of classes.    
 
The final few meetings will be devoted to the presentation of student papers.  
  
Grades:  Minor  assignments.    Counts  25%.  
                Class participation.  Counts 25%. 
                Major research  paper.  Counts  50%.     
 
 
As part of our contemporary analysis, we will be following the polls.  Excellent websites 
for current polls and analysis include 
www.pollster.com                             www.pollingreport.com
www.realclearpolitics.com               www.surveyusa.com
 
 
We will also follow the betting odds on the election at  
www.Intrade.com                            www.iem.biz.uiowa.edu              
 
 
 
 
20th Century Elections Project: 
 
To augment our weekly discussions of 2008, we will develop expertise in past elections 
from the 1900s.  Each student will be randomly assigned one (maybe more) elections 
from the 20th Century.   The student will be responsible for researching this election for 
purposes of comparing to 2008.  Relevant questions include:  
 

a. What was the nomination process like?  Can we account for the candidates 
selected? 

b. How was the campaign seen by observers during the campaign?  Was the 
outcome obvious to contemporary observers? 

c. What accounts for the winner’s victory—both in terms of accounts at the time 
and the views of political historians. 
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Schedule:  (SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND AUGMENTATION)        
* indicates an assignment is due 
 
Jan. 22.     Introduction.  
 
Jan. 29.    A look back at 2004 and 2006 and before.  
                    Read: Abramson, Ch.1,2,3,9,10,11.   
            
Feb. 5.    Public Opinion in the American Democracy.   
                  Th US   electorate. Public   Opinion Trends              
                     Read: Erikson, Chs. 3, 4,6.  Fiorina, entire.  
 
Feb. 6.     WEDNESDAY SESSION. Super-Tuesday Post-Mortem.  Time, Place TBA. 
 
*Feb. 12.  Special Presentation:  Andrew Gelman on Red States, Blue States.   
 
Feb. 19   Polls and other ways of Forecasting Elections  
                     Polls and their Accuracy.  Other forecasting methods. 
                      Read: Erikson, Chapter 2.  Additional readings TBA. 
 
*Feb. 26. Voting Participation. 
                      Why is turnout so low? Consequences? Reform?  
                      Read:  Wattenberg, entire. Abramson, Ch. 4. 
 
March 4.       Voter Decisions in Presidential Elections. 
                     Explaining Voter Decisions, Election Outcomes 
                     Read: Abramson, 6,7.  Erikson, 7, 9.  . 
  
*March 11    Media and Campaigns. Campaign Dynamics 
                     Is there media bias?  Do Campaigns Matter?                
                    Read: Erikson  8.. Additional readings TBA. 
 
March 18.   Spring break. 
                  
*March 25.   Party Identification and Realignment  
                     What is party identification?  Is Partisanship Declining? Realigning? 
                     Read: Abramson 8, 12.  
 
April 1.         No Class. 
 
*April 8..                FFuurrtthheerr  ttooppiiccss.. 
 
April 15.       Paper Presentations 
  
April  22.          PPaappeerr  PPrreesseennttaattiioonnss  
  
April  29..          Paper Presentations 
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SShhoorrtt  PPrroojjeeccttss  iinn  DDeettaaiill::  
  
  
IInntteerrnneett  AAssssiiggnnmmeenntt..    DDuuee  FFeebb..  1122..      SSeeaarrcchh  tthhee  iinntteerrnneett  aanndd  ffiinndd  55  wweebbssiitteess  wwiitthh  
rreelleevvaanntt  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  eelleeccttiioonn  ddaattaa,,  ccuurrrreenntt  oorr  ppaasstt..      DDooccuummeenntt  yyoouurr  vviissiittss  ttoo  tthheessee  
ssiitteess  bbyy  pprriinnttiinngg    oonnee  ppaaggee  ooff  eeaacchh..    SSuubbmmiitt  aa  lliisstt  ooff  aallll  ffiivvee  wweebbssiitteess..    OOffffeerr  aa  bbrriieeff  
ccoommmmeennttaarryy,,  ppeerrhhaappss  aa  bbrriieeff  ppaarraaggrraapphh  ((oorr  ttwwoo  aatt  mmoosstt))  ppeerr  ssiittee,,  ddeessccrriibbiinngg  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  
hhaavvee  ffoouunndd..  
  
PPrriimmaarryy  EElleeccttiioonn  AAnnaallyyssiiss..    DDuuee  FFeebb..  2266..  AAcccceessssiinngg  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ddeettaaiilleedd  ppoolllliinngg  ddaattaa  oonn  
tthhee  wweebb  ((SSuurrvveeyyUUSSAA  bbeeiinngg  aann  eexxcceelllleenntt  ssoouurrccee  ffoorr  ssppeecciiffiicc  ssttaatteess)),,  aannaallyyzzee  tthhee  
bbrreeaakkddoowwnnss  ooff  tthhee  vvoottee  iinn  tthhee  RReeppuubblliiccaann  aanndd  DDeemmooccrraattiicc  pprriimmaarriieess..    AAnnaallyyzzee  wwhheerree  
hhaavvee  tthhee  mmaajjoorr  ccaannddiiddaatteess  iinn  eeaacchh  ppaarrttyy  ddrraawwnn  tthheeiirr  mmaajjoorr  ssuuppppoorrtt..      MMaaxxiimmuumm  ooff  44  
ppaaggeess  ooff  tteexxtt,,  22  ppaaggeess  ooff  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  ttaabblleess,,  ffiigguurreess,,  oorr  ggrraapphhss..  
  
SSuurrvveeyy  DDaattaa  AAnnaallyyssiiss  PPrroojjeecctt..      DDuuee  MMaarrcchh  1111..  AAnnaallyyzzee  vvoottee  ddeecciissiioonnss  bbyy  vvootteerrss  iinn  tthhee  
22000044  EExxiitt  PPoollll..    MMaaxxiimmuumm  lleennggtthh::    33  ppaaggeess  ooff  tteexxtt,,  22  ppaaggeess  ooff  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  ttaabblleess,,  ffiigguurreess,,  
oorr  ggrraapphhss..        DDEETTAAIILLSS  TTBBAA..  
  
PPrrooppoossaall  ffoorr  tthhee  MMaajjoorr  RReesseeaarrcchh  PPaappeerr..    DDuuee  MMaarrcchh  2255..        SSuuggggeesstteedd  lleennggtthh::  33  ppaaggeess..  
MMaaxxiimmuumm  lleennggtthh::  55  ppaaggeess  bbuutt  ccaann  bbee  aass  sshhoorrtt  aass  22  ppaaggeess..    TThhee  pprrooppoossaall  sshhoouulldd  ddeessccrriibbee  
tthhee  aarrgguummeenntt  oorr  rreesseeaarrcchh  qquueessttiioonn  yyoouu  wwiillll  eexxaammiinnee  aanndd  tthhee  eevviiddeennccee  tthhaatt  yyoouu  wwiillll  bbee  
eevvaalluuaattiinngg..    IItt  sshhoouulldd  iinncclluuddee  aa  bbiibblliiooggrraapphhyy  aanndd  iitt  sshhoouulldd  mmaakkee  ddiirreecctt  rreeffeerreennccee  ttoo  
ppeerrttiinneenntt  tthheeoorreettiiccaall  oorr  eemmppiirriiccaall  wwoorrkk  
  
RReevviieeww  ooff  TThhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  VVootteerr  RReevviissiitteedd..    DDuuee  AApprriill  88..    MMaaxxiimmuumm  lleennggtthh::  66  ppaaggeess..      AA  
ccrriittiittiiccaall  bbooookk  rreevviieeww  ooff  aa  bbooookk  ssttiillll  iinn  pprreeppaarraattiioonn..    BByy  tthhee  aauutthhoorrss  JJaaccoobbyy,,  LLeewwiiss--BBeecckk,,  
NNoorrppootthh,,  aanndd  WWeeiissbbeerrgg..    TThhee  mmaatteerriiaall  wwiillll  bbee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ttoo  yyoouu  oonn  lliinnee..      
  
  
  
  
MMaajjoorr  RReesseeaarrcchh  PPaappeerr..    FFiinnaall  wwrriitttteenn  vveerrssiioonn,,  dduuee  MMaayy  66..      SSuuggggeesstteedd  lleennggtthh::  1155--2255  
ppaaggeess..    TThhee  ppaappeerr  ccaann  bbee  aa  ddaattaa  aannaallyyssiiss  uussiinngg  ddaattaa  ssuucchh  aass  tthhee  22000044  EExxiitt  PPoollll  ddaattaa,,  aa  
ccrriittiiccaall  lliitteerraattuurree  rreevviieeww  oonn  aa  rreelleevvaanntt  ttooppiicc,,  oorr  aann  oorriiggiinnaall  rreesseeaarrcchh  ttooppiicc  ttoo  bbee  ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  
bbyy  yyoouu  aanndd  yyoouurr  iinnssttrruuccttoorr..    TThhee  ppaappeerr  ccaannnnoott  bbee  eexxhhaauussttiivvee  dduuee  ttoo  ttiimmee  ccoonnssttrraaiinnttss,,  bbuutt  iitt  
sshhoouulldd  pprroovviiddee  aa  cclleeaarr,,  ccoohheerreenntt,,  aanndd  ccoonnvviinncciinngg  aannaallyyssiiss..      
  
AAlltthhoouugghh  ffiinnaall  wwrriitttteenn  ppaappeerrss  aarree  dduuee  MMaayy  66,,  ssttuuddeennttss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  pprreeppaarreedd  ttoo  mmaakkee  bbrriieeff  
ccllaassss  pprreesseennttaattiioonnss  aabboouutt  tthheeiirr  wwoorrkk  iinn  pprrooggrreessss  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ffiinnaall  tthhrreeee  ccllaassss  mmeeeettiinnggss..  
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