[bookmark: _gjdgxs]This human brain was donated to science and is on loan to the American Museum of Natural History from the University of Toledo Plastination Laboratory.  The brain has been plastinated, a process of replacing the water and fat with silicone. This brain is slightly smaller and more rigid than when it was in the body. A brain in the body is soft enough to cut with a butter knife. 

We don’t know anything about the person who donated this brain to science, and we can’t tell from looking at the brain whether it came from a man or a woman. Based on the size, we surmise it came from an adult. Based on the appearance of the folds of the brain (the gyri), we surmise the person was not of extremely advanced age nor had advanced Alzheimer’s disease, both processes that result in a thinning of the folds of the brain.

Details on organ plastination: The body is embalmed using formaldehyde and the organ of interest is dissected out. The organ is then placed in a bath of acetone, which forces out all of the water in the tissue. The dehydrated organ is then placed in a bath of liquid silicon in a vacuum chamber. Under low pressure and at a low temperature, the acetone slowly boils off and is replaced by the silicone. The entire process takes over two months for a human brain. 
