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to budge after city officials approved
an economic development plan to up-
grade their 90-acre waterfront neigh-
borhood, known as Fort Trumbull, by
creating prime office space, a hotel,
80 units of housing and a Coast
Guard museum.

Because these people would not
seli their property, the New London
Development Corporation took titie
to it through eminent domain, a deci-
sion upheld in March on a 4-to-3 vote
by the Connecticut Supreme Court.
The Fifth Amendment allows gov-
ernments 1o take private property
through eminent domain in exchange
for “just compensatien,” but only
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135 West 50th Owner LLC

an affiliate of

Murray Hill Properties

Real Estate Investment, L.P.

is pleased to announce

the purchase of 135 West 50th Street

Murray Hill Properties LL.C
represanted the buyer

Eastdil Realty Company, LL.C.
represented the seller

when it is for "public use.”

Ms. K¥lo, a nurse, who bought her
two-bedroom house in 1997, said she
and her neighbors were being swept
aside so that wealthier people might
repiace them. She and Matthew R.
Dery, a newspaper executive who
lives next door to his parents, said
real ‘estate agents had appeared on
their doorstep and told them they
would have to sell their homes or lose
them through eminent domain.

“How come someone else can live
here, and we can’t?”" Ms. Kelo asked
as sea gulls circled overhead and fer-
ty boats to Block Island, R.I, and
Orient Point, N.Y., were visible in the
distance. "“I’'m being penatized for be-
ing a good resident.” d

said the condemnations were justi-
fied because the city, one of Connect-
icut’s poorest, had endured -three
decades of econoinic decline, includ-
ing the recent loss of 1,900 govern-
merit jobs, and had few options for in-
creasing its tax base to help pay for
schools and services. After officials
persuaded Pfizer, the drug company,
to open a $270 million research build-
ing on the site of a former linoleun
plant, the adjacent Fort Trumbull
neighborhood seemed ideally suited
1o attract additional investment,
they say.

The neighborhood was aiready
zoned for industrial and commercial
use and had a sewage treatment
plant, which was covered at Pfizer’s
request but still gives off odors. The
United States Naval Undersea War-
fare Center, which cccupied 32 acres,
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National housing starts, salés and
completions, seasonally adjusted
annual rates through July.
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But New London city authorities '
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