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Department of Sociology   
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615 Knox Hall 
New York, NY 10027 
Phone: 212-854-5361 
Email: yc2444@Columbia.edu         
    
Education 
Ph.D. (1982) Sociology.  SUNY at Stony Brook. 
M.A.  (1980) Sociology.  SUNY at Stony Brook. 
B.A.  (1978) Sociology.  Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
 
POSITIONS 
Current 
2011-14 Chair, Department of Sociology, Columbia University. 
2007- Yosef  H. Yerushalmi Professor of Israel and Jewish Studies, Department of Sociology, 

Columbia University. 
2008- Research Associate, The Levi Economics Institute, Bard College, NY. 
 
Previous 
2009-10 Co-Director, Center for Wealth and Inequality, ISERP, Columbia University. 
2007-09  Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Sociology, Columbia University 
2006-07 Director, Horowitz Institute on Society & Economy, Tel Aviv University 
2004-06 Chair, Senior Faculty Association (Faculty Union), Tel Aviv University 
1998-01 Director, Golda Meir Institute for Social and Labor Research, Tel Aviv University 
1992-95 Chair, Department of Labor Studies, Tel Aviv University 
1985-11 Lecturer to Professor, Dept. of  Sociology & Dept. of Labor Studies, Tel Aviv University 
1989-90 Post-Doctoral Fellow, Pop. Research Center, Univ. of Chicago and NORC. 
1982-84 Post-Doctoral Fellow, Dept. of Soc. and Grad. School of Business, Stanford U. 
Visiting Positions 
2001-02 Visiting Fellow, Office of Population Research, Princeton University. 
1996-97 Visiting Scholar, Russell Sage Foundation, New York, NY. 
1990, 91 Visiting Assoc. Prof. Dept. of Sociology, Univ. of Chicago (Summers). 
1990 Visiting Assoc. Prof. Dept. of Sociology, Univ. of Illinois at Chicago (Spring). 
1986, 88 Visiting Assistant Professor, School of Business, UC Berkeley (Summers). 
1984-85 Visiting Assistant Professor, School of Business, UC Berkeley.  
1983  Visiting Assistant Professor, Grad. School of Business, U.C. Davis. (Fall)  
 
Grants (past decade) 
2006-08 German Israeli Foundation (GIF).  Project Grant:  "Labor market integration: Aussiedler 

and Jewish immigrants from the former Soviet Union in Germany and Israel."  
($250,000) 

2005-06 Van Leer Institute, “Inequality”, Program on Economy and Society. 
2004-06 Israeli Science Foundation (ISF).  Project Grant: "Rising inequality and the Israeli 

stratification system." ($49,000) 
2002-03 Sapir Center for Development,  Project Grant. “The effects of income inequality on 

income gaps between demographic groups in the Israeli labor market.”     
2001-02  Sapir Center for Development,  Research Grant. “Income inequality and the ethnic 

income differences in Israel”.     
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PUBLICATIONS 
 1.  Journal Articles 
Kristal, Tali, Yinon Cohen, and Guy Mundlak.  2011. “Fringe benefits and income inequality.” 

Research in Social Stratification and Mobility 29: 351-369.   
Cohen, Yinon. 2011.  “Size and selectivity patterns of Israeli born immigrants in OECD countries.”  

International Journal of Comparative Sociology 52(1-2): 45–62. 
Haberfeld, Yitchak, Yinon Cohen, Frank Kalter, and Irena Kogan.  2011 . “Differences in earnings 

assimilation of immigrants from the former Soviet Union to Germany and Israel during 1994-2005: 
The role of observed and unobserved immigrants' attributes.” International Journal of Comparative 
Sociology 52(1-2): 6-24. 

Cohen, Yinon, Yitchak Haberfeld, and Irena Kogan.  2011. “Who went where? Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union to Israel, the USA and Germany, 1990–2000.” Israel Affairs 17(1): 
7–21.  

Haberfeld, Yitchak, Yinon Cohen, Guy Mundlak, and Ishak Saporta. 2010. “Union density in Israel 
during the 2000s: years of stagnation”.  Labor, Society and Law 15: 533-549   (Hebrew) 

Cohen, Yinon.  2009.  “Migration Patterns to and from Israel.”  Contemporary Jewry 29: 115–125. 
Cohen, Yinon.  2009. “Who Wants and who Needs Differential Wage in the Universities.”  Economic 

Quarterly   56: 7-19 (Hebrew) 
Cohen, Yinon, Yitchak Haberfeld, and Irena Kogan.  2008.  "Jewish Immigration from the Former 

Soviet Union:  a Natural Experiment in Immigrants’ Destination Choices."  KZfSS - Kölner 
Zeitschrift für Soziologie und Sozialpsychologie 48: 185-201 (German) 

Haberfeld, Yitchak, and Yinon Cohen.  2007. “Gender, Ethnic, and National Earnings Gaps in Israel: 
the Role of Rising Inequality.”  Social Science Research 36: 654-672. 

Kristal, Tali, and Yinon Cohen. 2007.  “Decentralization of Collective Wage Agreements and Rising 
Wage Inequality In Israel.” Industrial Relations 46: 613-635. 

Cohen, Yinon, and Irena Kogan.   2007.  "Next year in Jerusalem … or in Cologne?  Labor Market 
Integration of Jewish Immigrants from the Former Soviet Union in Israel and Germany in the 
1990s."  European Sociological Review 23: 155-168. 

Cohen, Yinon, Yitchak Haberfeld, Tali Kristal, and Guy Mundlak. 2007. “The State of Organized 
Labor in Israel."  Journal of Labor Research 28: 255- 273. 

Cohen, Yinon, and Yitchak Haberfeld.  2007. "Self Selection and Earnings Assimilation: Immigrants 
from the Former Soviet Union in Israel and the United States." Demography 44: 649-668. 

Cohen, Yinon, Yitchak Haberfeld, and Tali Kristal.  2007. “Ethnicity and Mixed Ethnicity: 
Educational Gaps among Israeli-born Jews.”  Ethnic and Racial Studies 30: 896-917. 

Cohen, Yinon.  2007. “The Demographic Success of Zionism.”  Israeli Sociology 8: 151-158 
(Hebrew) 

Cohen, Yinon, and Haya Stier.  2006.  "The rise in involuntary part time workers in Israel."  Research 
in Social Stratification and Mobility  24: 41-54. 

Ben Hador, Batia, Aliza Even, Efrat Apelboum, Hadas Drieher, Dafna Sharon, Yinon Cohen and Guy 
Mundlak.  2005.   "Employment Discrimination in Israel: Some Evidence form Correspondence 
Tests."  Labor, Society and Law 11: 381-407  (Hebrew). 

Cohen, Yinon, and Irena Kogan.  2005.  "Jewish immigrants from the former Soviet Union in 
Germany and Israel." The Leo Baeck Yearbook. 50: 249-265. 

Cohen, Yinon, Yitchak Haberfeld, Guy Mundlak, and Ishak Saporta.  2004. “Union Density and 
Coverage: Past, Present, and Future.” Labor, Society and Law 10: 15-49. (Hebrew) 

Cohen, Yinon, Yitchak Haberfeld, Guy Mundlak, and Ishak Saporta.  2003. “Unpacking Union 
Density: Membership and Coverage in the Transformation of the Israeli Industrial Relations 
System.”  Industrial Relations 42: 692-711. 

Cohen, Yinon, and Yitchak Haberfeld.  2003.  “Economic Assimilation among Children of Israeli 
Immigrants in the US.”  International Migration 41(4):141-160. 

Cohen, Yinon.  2002.   "From Haven to Heaven:  Changes in Immigration Patterns to Israel."  Israeli 
Sociology  4(1): 39-60 (Hebrew).   

English Version:  Pp. 36-56 in Levy D. and Y. Weiss (eds), Challenging Ethnic 
Citizenship: German and Israeli Perspectives on Immigration. New York: Berghahn 
Books. 
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Cohen, Yinon, and Yitchak Haberfeld.  2001.  “Self Selection and Return Migration: Israeli-born 
Jews Returning Home from the United States During the 1980s.”  Population Studies 55: 79-91. 

Semyonov Moshe, Yitchak Haberfeld, Yinon Cohen, and Noah Lewin Epstein.  2000.  “Racial 
Composition and Occupational Segregation and Inequality Across American Cities”.  Social 
Science Research 29: 175-187. 

Haberfeld, Yitchak, Moshe Semyonov, and Yinon Cohen.  2000. “Ethnicity and Labor Market 
Performance Among Recent Immigrants from the Former Soviet Union to Israel.”  European 
Sociological Review 16: 287-299.   

Cohen, Yinon, Haya Stier, and Ronit Nadiv.  2000. “Involuntary Part-time Workers and 
Unemployment in Israel, 1979-1997.” Economic Quarterly 47: 353-371 (Hebrew). 

Shavit, Yossi, Yinon Cohen, Haya Stier, and Svetlana Bolotin.  1999. “Ethnic Inequality in University 
Education in Israel.”  The Jewish Journal of Sociology 41: 5-23. 

Hebrew Version:  Pp. 391-410 in M. Mautner (ed.), 2000, Distributive Justice in Israel. Tel 
Aviv: Ramot.  

Haberfeld Yitchak, and Yinon Cohen.  1998.  “Earnings of Native Born Arab and Jewish Men in 
Israel 1987-1993”.  Research in Social Stratification and Mobility 16: 69-88. 

Cohen, Yinon, and Yitchak Haberfeld.  1998.  “Second Generation Jewish Immigrants in Israel: Have 
the Ethnic Gaps in Schooling and Earnings Declined?”  Ethnic and Racial Studies 21: 507-528. 

Reprint:  Pp.  17-36 in Semyonov, Moshe and Noah Lewin-Epstein (eds) Stratification in 
Israel: Class, Ethnicity and Gender.  Studies in Israeli Society, Vol 10. 

Cohen, Yinon.   1998.  “Socioeconomic Gaps among Jews, 1975-1995”  Israeli Sociology 1: 115-134.  
(Hebrew). 

Haberfeld, Yitchak, and Yinon Cohen.  1998.  “Earnings Gaps Between Israel’s Native-born Men and 
Women, 1982-1993.  Sex Roles 39: 855-872. 

Reprint:  Pp.  313-330 in Semyonov, M. and N. Lewin-Epstein (eds) Stratification in Israel: 
Class, Ethnicity and Gender.  Studies in Israeli Society, Vol 10. 

Cohen, Yinon, and Yitchak Haberfeld.  1997.  “The Number of Israeli Immigrants in the U.S. in 
1990.”  Demography 34: 199-212. 

Cohen, Yinon, Tzippi Zach, and Barry Chiswick.  1997.  “The Educational Attainment of Immigrants: 
Changes Over Time.” Quarterly Review of Economics and Finance  (special issue on the 
economics of immigrant skills and adjustment) 37: 229-243. 

Chiswick, Barry, Yinon Cohen, and Tzippi Zach.  1997.  “The Labor Market Status of Immigrants: 
Effects of the Unemployment Rate at Arrival and Duration of Residence.”  Industrial and Labor 
Relations Review 50: 289-303. 

Cohen, Yinon.  1996.  “Economic Assimilation in the US of Arab and Jewish Immigrants from Israel 
and the Territories.”  Israel Studies 1(2): 75-97. 

Cohen, Yinon, and Andrea Tyree.  1994. "Palestinian and Israeli-born Jewish Immigrants in the U.S".  
International Migration Review 28: 243-255. 

Cohen, Yinon, and Yitchak Haberfeld.  1993. "Temporary Help Service Workers: Employment 
Characteristics and Wage Determination."  Industrial Relations 32: 272-287. 

Cohen, Yinon, and Yitchak Haberfeld.  1991. "Why Do Married Men Earn More than Unmarried 
Men?"  Social Science Research 20: 29-44. 

Semyonov, Moshe, and Yinon Cohen.  1990. "Ethnic Discrimination and the Income of Majority 
Group Workers."  American Sociological Review 55: 107-114. 

Cohen, Yinon.  1989. "The Israeli Arab Conflict and Emigration from Israel."  Megamot 32 :101-111 
(Hebrew). 

Cohen, Yinon.  1989. "Socioeconomic Dualism: The Case of Israeli Immigrants in the U.S." 
International Migration Review 23:267-288. 

Cohen, Yinon.  1988. "War and Social Integration: The Effects of the Israeli-Arab Conflict on Jewish 
Emigration from Israel." American Sociological Review  53: 908-918. 

Cohen, Yinon.  1988. "Education, Occupation, and Income: Israeli and European Immigrants in the 
United States."  Sociology and Social Research  72: 173-176. 

Cohen, Yinon, Shlomit Bechar, and Rebecca Raijman.  1987. "Occupational Sex Segregation in 
Israel, 1972-1983." Israeli Social Science Research  3: 97-106. 
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Cohen, Yinon, and Andrea Tyree.  1986. "Escape from Poverty: Determinants of Intergenerational 
Mobility of Sons and Daughters of the Poor."  Social Science Quarterly 67: 803-816. 

Cohen, Yinon.  1986. "Family Background and Economic Success Through Work and Marriage."  
Research in Social Stratification and Mobility 5: 173-199. 

Cohen, Yinon, and Jeffrey Pfeffer.  1986. "Organizational Hiring Standards."  Administrative Science 
Quarterly 31: 1-24. 

Pfeffer, Jeffrey, and Yinon Cohen.  1984. "Determinants of Internal Labor Markets in Organizations."  
Administrative Science Quarterly 29: 550-572.  

Reprint: Pp. 579-601 in W. Richard Scott (ed.), 1994, Organizational Sociology, The 
International Library of Management, Aldershot, England: Dartmouth Publishing Company. 

Cohen, Yinon, and Jeffrey Pfeffer.  1984. "Employment Practices in a Dual Economy."  Industrial 
Relations 23: 58-72. 

 
2. Chapters in Books 

Irena Kogan, Frank Kalter, Elisabeth Liebau, and Yinon Cohen. 2011.  “Individual Resources and 
Structural Constraints in Immigrants’ Labour Market Integration”.  Pp. 75-100 in Matthias 
Wingens, Michael Windzio, Helga de Valk and Can Aybek (eds) A Life-Course Perspective on 
Migration and Integration.  London and NY: Springer 

Kogan, Irena, and Yinon Cohen.  2008. “Educational Selectivity and Labor Market Attainment of 
Jewish Immigrants from the Former Soviet Union in Israel and Germany in the 1990s.” pp. 104-
119 in Kolb, Holger, and Henrick Egbert (eds) Migrants and Markets: Perspectives from 
Economics and the other Social Sciences. Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press. 

Cohen, Yinon.  2006.  “Developments of Gender, Ethnic and National earnings and educational gaps 
in Israel.” Pp. 339-347 in Ram, Uri, and Nitza Berkovitz (eds),  Inequality.  Beer Sheva: Ben 
Gurion University Press. (Hebrew) 

Cohen, Yinon, and Yitchak Haberfeld.  1998.  “Issues in Labor Migration in Israel.”  Pp.  55-76 in  
Labor Migration in the Region.  El-Bireh: Palestinian Center For Regional Studies. 

 
3.  Book Reviews 

Cohen Yinon.  2002.  Review of the Statistical Abstract of Israel.  Haaretz (Hebrew).  27/11/2002  
English translation: Haaretz 29/11/2002. 

Cohen, Yinon.  1991. Review of Friends or Strangers: The Impact of Immigrants on the U.S. 
Economy, By George J. Borjas, and The Economic Consequences of Immigration, by Julian L. 
Simon. American Journal of Sociology 96: 1304-1307. 

Cohen, Yinon.  1985. Review of Years of Poverty, Years of Plenty: The Changing Economic Fortunes 
of American Workers and Families, by Gregg Duncan et al. American Journal of Sociology 91: 
176-179. 

Cohen, Yinon.  1984. Review of Social Mobility: A Study of Social Control and Insatiability, By Earl 
Hooper.  American Journal of Sociology 89: 969-971. 

 
4.  Research Reports (past decade) 

Cohen, Yinon.  2009.  “Size and selectivity patterns of Israeli born immigrants in OECD countries.”  
CARIM research report 2009/12, Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies, San Domenico di 
Fiesole (FI):European University Institute. 

Kristal, Tali, Yinon Cohen, and Guy Mundlak.  2008.  "Sources of Income of wage and salary 
workers in Israel.”   Van Leer Institute.  Discussion paper #7, Program on Economy and 
Society (Hebrew).  

Cohen, Yinon.  2008.  “Circular Migration in Israel.”  CARIM-AS 2008/11, Robert Shuman 
Center for Advanced Studies, San Domenico di Fiesola (FI): European University 
Institute. 

Cohen, Yinon.  2008.  “Demographic Aspects of Irregular Migrants in Israel.”  CARIM-AS 2008/62, 
Robert Shuman Center for Advanced Studies, San Domenico di Fiesola (FI): European University 
Institute.  
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Kristal, Tali, Yinon Cohen, and Guy Mundlak. 2006.  "Rising inequality and Trade Unions  in 
Israel, 1970-2003". Van Leer Institute.  Discussion paper #1, Program on Economy and 
Society. (Hebrew) 

Haberfled, Yitchak, Yinon Cohen, Guy Mundlak, and Yishak Saporta.  2006.  "Employers in 
Israel and collective labor relations."  Discussion paper 31.06.  Research Administration, 
Ministry of Industry, Trade and Employment. (Hebrew) 

 
Presentations in Professional Meetings and Colloquia (Past decade) 

Brandeis U. Conf, The Socio-Demography of the American Jewish Community, Oct. 2011 
Int. Sociological Association, Section on Social Stratification, Haifa, Israel May 2010 
Columbia University mini Conference on Migration, February 2010 
Juan March Institute, Immigrants' Economic Incorporation, Madrid, Oct. 2009 
Int. Sociological Association, Section on Social Stratification, Beijing, May 2009. 
GIF Conference on Immigration, Tzuba, Israel, November 2008 
CARIM Immigration Network, Irregular Migration, Florence, Italy, July 2008 
Annual meeting of the Association for Israel Studies, New York, May 2008. 
CARIM Immigration Network, Circular Migration, Florence, Italy, Jan. 2008. 
Annual meeting of the Israeli Economic Association, Maale Hachimasha May 2007. 
Int. Conference on Immigration and Integration,  Leipzig, Germany. July 2007     
Program on Economy and Society, Van Leer Institute, Jerusalem, January, 2007. 
Falk Institute Conference on the Budget and its Implications.  Jerusalem, Dec. 2006. 
Rupin Conference on Immig, & Integration, Rupin Academy, Israel, May 2006. 
Int. Sociological Association, Section on Social Stratification, Naimigen, May 2006. 
Program on Econ & Society, Annual Meeting, Van Leer Ins, Jerusalem, Dec. 2005. 
Int. Sociological Association, Section on Social Stratification, LA, August  2005. 
Int. Sociological Association, Section on Social Stratification, Oslo, May  2005. 
Int. Conference on Russian Jews in 21st Century.  U. of Sussex, UK, Dec. 2004.  
Int. Soc. Assoc., Section on Social Stratification, NeuChatel, Switzerland, May 2004. 
Population Association of America, Annual Meeting, Boston, April 2004.  
Israeli Sociological Association, Annual Meeting, Beer Sheva, February, 2004. 
Int. Soc. Assoc., Section on Social Stratification, NYC, August 2003. 
GIF Conference on Immigration, Berlin, December 2003. 
Int. Soc. Assoc., Section on Social Stratification, Oxford, May 2002. 
International Conference on Jewish Demography, Jerusalem, December 2002. 
Colloquia and invited talks: Princeton University, SUNY at Stony Brook, Haifa University, 

Columbia University,  University of Illinois at Chicago, Mannheim University, Bard College, Ben 
Gurion University, Columbia University, NYU, Rutgers, U. of Virginia, Charlottesville, University 
of Oxford. 

 
 
 


