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Outline

ῆ The Great Recession
ῆ Growing Inequality
ῆ Growing Polarization
ῆ 2012 Presidential Election 



The Great Recession
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Economic Inequality



Growing Economic Inequality



Growing Economic Inequality

Source: http://stateofworkingamerica.org/chart/swa-
income-text-box-figure-share-income/   

http://sensoryoverload.typepad.com/photos/uncategorized/then_map_2.jpg


Growing Economic Inequality
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Growing Economic Inequality



The Carceral State





























Explanations

ῆ Education (human capital), skills-biased tech. change
ῆ Globalization & structural transformation of the 

economy
ῆ Changing social norms 

But rising inequality & economic crisis hasn’t just 
“happened”…



1) Tax Policy



Growing Economic Inequality



2) Deregulation



3) Labor Unions/Worker Power



 Declining Union Density  
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4) Minimum Wage



Political Inequality
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Political Polarization



Political Polarization and Inequality



Political Polarization

Source: http://www.fastcodesign.com/1664612/infographic-of-the-day-does-twitter-
make-our-politics-worse   

http://sensoryoverload.typepad.com/photos/uncategorized/then_map_2.jpg


Political Polarization

http://stateofworkingamerica.org/chart/swa-income-text-box-figure-share-income/


Political Polarization: 2008 Election



Political Polarization: 1860-2008

http://www.fastcodesign.com/1664612/infographic-of-the-day-does-twitter-make-our-politics-worse


Political Polarization

Source: http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/civil-
liberties/report/2010/07/30/8040/falling-off-a-cliff/  

http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/civil-liberties/report/2010/07/30/8040/falling-off-a-cliff/


Medium Polarization

Polarization: Types of Modules

Complete Polarization

A module ( “community ”) is a group of people with many ties to 
each other and few ties to other groups.  The more modular a 
network is, the more polarized it is.

High Polarization

Low Polarization



Political Polarization: Social Media
You might think increased discussion would bring us politically closer but this 
map of political blogs in America shows otherwise.

Online social networks appear to be strongly homophilous and polarized.
Source: Christakis & Fowler, 2010. www.connectedthebook.com  

http://www.connectedthebook.com


Political Polarization: Social Media

Source: http://www.fastcodesign.com/1664612/infographic-of-the-day-does-twitter-
make-our-politics-worse   

http://www.fastcodesign.com/1664612/infographic-of-the-day-does-twitter-make-our-politics-worse


Political Polarization

Source: http://www.people-press.org/2012/06/04/partisan-polarization-surges-in-
bush-obama-years/  

http://www.people-press.org/2012/06/04/partisan-polarization-surges-in-bush-obama-years/


Political Polarization

Source: http://www.people-press.org/2012/06/04/partisan-polarization-surges-in-
bush-obama-years/  

http://www.people-press.org/2012/06/04/partisan-polarization-surges-in-bush-obama-years/


Political Polarization

Source: http://www.people-press.org/2012/06/04/partisan-polarization-surges-in-
bush-obama-years/  

http://www.people-press.org/2012/06/04/partisan-polarization-surges-in-bush-obama-years/


Political Polarization

Source: http://www.people-press.org/2012/06/04/partisan-polarization-surges-in-
bush-obama-years/  

http://www.people-press.org/2012/06/04/partisan-polarization-surges-in-bush-obama-years/


The Senate Filibuster 



Unpopular Congress

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-
klein/files/2012/07/congresspopularitybennett.jpeg  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/files/2012/07/congresspopularitybennett.jpeg


November 2008: ᾿Yes We Can!῀



November 2008: ᾿Yes We Can!῀



Domestic Legislative Accomplishments & 
Failures

ῆ ARRA (Recovery Act/Economic Stimulus)
ῆ Health care reform
ῆ Financial regulatory reform
ῆ “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
ῆ Iraq & Afghanistan 
ῆ Employment Discrimination 
ῆ Student Loan Reform 

ῆ Immigration reform 
ᾶ DREAM Act

ῆ Labor law reform
ῆ Climate change and & energy 
ῆ Taxes  



February 2009: Tea Party Protests



November 2010: ᾿ButῊa shellacking῀ 



November 2010: “But…a shellacking”  



Political Priorities

Source: http://www.people-press.org/2012/09/24/for-voters-its-still-the-economy/  

http://www.people-press.org/2012/09/24/for-voters-its-still-the-economy/




November 2010: “But…a shellacking”  
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