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a discussion moderated by David Remnick, 
Editor of The New Yorker 

 
and featuring: 

 
Peter Awn, Professor of Islamic Religion and Comparative Religion, 

Director of the Middle East Institute, Columbia University; 
Kent Greenawalt, Professor of Law, Columbia University;  

Bernard-Henri Lévy, author and philosopher; and  
Philippe Schmidt, Chairman of INACH and Vice President of LICRA 

 
Followed by a Q & A session with the audience 

 
Concluding remarks by Bernard-Henri Lévy 

 
 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

 
 

Columbia University 
International Affairs Building, 15th floor, Room 1501 

420 West 118th Street at Amsterdam Avenue, New York 
—— 

 

RSVP before January 21: mj2412@columbia.edu 
—— 

 

With the collaboration of the Center for Democracy, Toleration and Religion, the  
Institute for Religion, Culture and Public Life, the International Media, Advocacy and 

Communications Specialization at SIPA, and the Maison Française. 



MODERATOR 
 
David Remnick has been the editor of The New Yorker magazine 
since 1998. He began his reporting career in 1982 at the Washington 
Post, where he served as the paper's Moscow correspondent. His 
books include King of the World, Resurrection, and Lenin’s Tomb, for 
which he won the Pulitzer Prize for nonfiction and the George Polk 
award for excellence in journalism. The New Yorker has won twenty-
four National Magazine Awards since Mr. Remnick has been editor.  
 
PANELISTS 
 
Peter Awn is a Professor of Islamic Religion and Comparative Re-
ligion and the Director of the Middle East Institute at Columbia 
University. Author of the award-winning book Satan's Tragedy and 
Redemption: Iblîs in Sufi Psychology, Peter Awn has lectured widely on 
the role of religion in the current political and social development of 
the Muslim world. Peter Awn is the Dean of the Columbia School 
of General Studies and the Acting Dean of the Columbia School of 
Continuing Education. 
 
Kent Greenawalt is a Professor at the Columbia Law School and 
the Editor-in-chief of the Columbia Law Review. His publications 
include Conflicts of Law and Morality, Speech, Crime and the Uses of Lan-
guage, among others. A specialist on freedom of speech, Professor 
Greenawalt’s main research interests are constitutional law and juris-
prudence, with emphasis in church and state issues, civil disobedi-
ence, and criminal responsibility.  
 
Bernard-Henri Lévy, a French philosopher and writer, is the au-
thor of New York Times bestseller American Vertigo: Traveling Amer-
ica in the Footsteps of Tocqueville. His last book, Left in Dark Times: A 
Stand Against The New Barbarism, was a Los Angeles Times bestseller. 

Public  Enemies, a book of correspondence co-written with Michel 
Houellebecq, will be published by Random House in 2010. Last 
month Foreign Policy magazine ranked Bernard-Henri Lévy 31st 
among the 100 Top Global Thinkers. 
 
Philippe Schmidt is a managing partner of SBKG law firm in Paris  
He is the Chairman of the International Network Against Cyber 
Hate (INACH), an organization dedicated to combating hate on the 
Internet. He is also the Vice President of the International League 
Against Racism and Anti-Semitism (LICRA) and one of the mem-
bers of its legal committee. As one of LICRA's lawyers, Mr. Schmidt 
has been engaged in many cases related to racism and anti-Semitism 
and specializes on the issue of hate on the Internet. He is an alum-
nus of the Columbia School of Law (1991). 

 
__ 

 
 

This event is presented in collaboration with International League 
against Racism and Anti-Semitism.  
 

Created in 1927, LICRA (International League against Racism and 
Anti-Semitism) is one of the largest human rights organization in 
France, and an accredited NGO (Non-Governmental Organization) 
with consultative status at the United Nations and the Council of 
Europe. Through the political action of eleven offices around the 
world, educational and cultural programs, awareness campaigns, a 
hotline and free legal representation for victims, direct legal action 
against individual and corporate offenders, and commemorative and 
historical initiatives, LICRA has participated in many fights of the 
20th and 21st century, in France and internationally. In recent years, 
LICRA has been engaged in the fight against the genocide in Darfur 
and the Durban I and Durban II UN conferences. LICRA’s New 
York branch was founded in 2003 by its current President, Martine 
Trink Rubenstein. To learn more, visit : www.licra-us.org.  
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