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In the unfolding movements of the 
“Arab Spring,” the people leading 
revolutions and overthrowing 
dictatorships in Tunisia, Egypt, 
and now Libya have often done 
so in the name of values such as 
democracy, liberty, and equality 
that many consider universal. 
This raises a question: what place 
will political Islam occupy in the 
new landscape? Bachir Diagne 
and Jean-Pierre Filiu examine the 
historical and philosophical origins 
of political Islam in the Middle East 
and question its current and future 
role. 
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