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This course is a critical introduction to Americaolitical institutions and behavior. Structuralliiet
American system finds form in the Madisonian Modéle method of government established by the
Framers and based on separation of powers, chetkdaances, and overlapping centers of political
power. Our system seeks to balance elite and mmssests, participation, and control. Tension and
contradiction have been threaded throughout therisae system since its inception: the tension betwe
liberty and equality, the contradiction between palitical ideals and our institutions, and the &jufty in

the very concept of democracy itself. Over the sgerewe will test the continued viability of the
Madisonian Model as we consider our institutiomahfework, the values it embodies, and its perfogaan
In our class attention is given to: constitutiotfaory and principles, the constitutional systeuwijtisal
culture, political institutions (the presidencyngoess, the judiciary, the bureaucracy), publiggyo(civil
rights and civil liberties, social welfare polioggonomic policy, employment policy) consent andtjoall
participation (public opinion, mass media, elecsi@md voting, parties, groups and interests) atitigad
corruption. This course does not fulfill politicedience major credits at Barnard College.

REQUIREMENTS

1. Attend class regularly and participate. You are expected to attend all lectures and digmusgections.
Your attendance and participation will be considareyour final grade for the course. An attendasiceet
circulates in this class, responsibility for signiit is yours. It is expected that you will contpleassigned
readings before class and section meetings sgdhatontributions will be informed and relevant.
Students must register for and attend a discussion section. You cannot take this course unlessyou are
registered in a section

2. Complete two examinations. A take-home midterm will be distributed onMarch 3rd and should be
returned byMarch 10™. A final examination will be given during exam week.

3. Complete the research paper. An 8-10 page analytical research paper is required. Topics will be
discussed in class and discussion sections anddstediect the content of the course as well amtarest of
yours. | expect you to identify a paper topic anlsit a preliminary bibliography byl arch 3" in atwo-page

overview of your paper containing a clear thesis statement and your arguimebrief. Your bibliography
should be drawmrimarily from scholarly books, journals, articles and chapters, not journalistic or online
resources. No Wikepedia sources. Late papersegiiive a grade penalty.

GRADING Your course grade is determined as follows: 30%Hermidterm exam, 30% for the final exam,
and 30 % for the paper. Your participation in d&sion sessions and class account for 10%.

READINGS All readings are required and on reserve at theeBuitbrary Reserve Room and through
E-Reserves.

The books below are available for purchase at the Columbia Univer sity Bookstor e

Samuel Kernell and Gary C. Jacobste Logic of American Palitics Third Edition (Washington DC: CQ
Press, 2006)



Samuel Kernell and Steven S. Smith E@sinciples and Practice of American Politics. Classic and
Contemporary Readings Third Edition (Washington DC: CQ Press, 2007)

Robert Goldwin and William Schambra Eddow Democratic is the Congtitution? (Washington DC:
American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Basch, 1980)

Alexander Hamilton, James Madison and JohnTag/Federalist Papers (any edition)

Judith RussellEconomics, Bureaucracy and Race: How Keynesians Misguided the War on
Poverty (New York: Columbia University Press, 2003)

Alexis de TocquevilleDemocracy in America (Vintage edition only)
Thearticlesand chaptersbelow areon reserve:
James Fallows “He was Slick, Thank God Time Atlantic Monthly February, 2001

James Fallows “Why We Hate the Media, 'Bireaking the News/How the Media Undermine American
Demacracy, by James Fallows

Charles Lindblom, “The Science of Muddling Throughiblic Administration Review, Vol. 19 (1959) 79-
88

Richard M. PiousThe American Presidency: Ch. 1 “The Creation of the Presidency” and Ch. 2
“Prerogative Powers”

Robert Putnam, “Tuning In, Tuning Out: The Stramdjeappearance of Social Capital in AmericR3
Palitical Science and Palitics, Vol. 28, No. 4 (Dec 1995), pp. 664-683.
Topicsand Readings
January 23 Introduction to the cour se
I. Congtitutional Theory and General Principlesof American Gover nment
January 28 The Congtitution, the Articles of Confederation, and the Declaration of Independence
Kernell and Jacobsarhe Logic of American Palitics Ch. 2
Kernell and SmithPrinciples and Practice of American Politics (K&S Principles)
Ch. 1: Olson (1-1) Hardin (1-2)
January 30 The Federalist Papers
Madison, Hamilton and Jahe Federalist Papers Nos.10, 51, 47, 49, 58
February 4 How Democr atic isthe Congtitution?
Goldwin and Shambidow Democratic isthe Constitution Chs. 1,3,4,6
February 6 Federalism

Kernell and Jacobsdrogic Ch. 3



K&SPrinciples Ch. 2: Roche (2-1), Burns (2-4)

K&SPrinciples Ch. 3 Kettl (3-2)

I1. American Political Culture

February 11

February 13

Palitical Culturein America

Tocqueville Democracy in America Vols. | and Il (Vintage Edition ONLY)
VOL | Author’s Intro, Chs. I, IV, VIII (pp 165179), Chs XIV, XV, XVII.
VOL Il Second Book: Chs I-1X. Third Book: Chs W, XIII, XVIII, XXI.
Fourth Book: Chs I-111.

Demaocratic Tensions: Liberty/Equality

Cont. Tocqueville readings

Robert Putnam, “Tuning In, Tuning Out: The Stramjsappearance of Social Capital in
America,”PS Palitical Science and Politics, Vol. 28, No. 4 (Dec 1995), pp. 664-683.

February 18, 2€ivil Rightsand Civil Liberties

Kernell and Jacobsdrogic Ch. 4
K&S Principles Ch.4: Glazer (4-2)
Kernell and Jacobsdrogic Ch. 5

K&S Principles Ch.5:Rosenberg (5-1) Lee (542)randa v. Arizona (5-3) Roev. Wade (5-4)

I11. Political Institutions

February 25, 27 Congress

March 3, 5

March 10

Kernell and Jacobsdrogic Ch. 6

K&S Principles Ch. 6: Fenno (6-1) Mayhew (6-2) Smith (6-3)

The Presidency

Paper proposalsduein classMarch 3",

Take Home Midterm distributed March 3 in class (due March 10th in class)
Kernell and Jacobsdrogic Ch. 7

K& S Principles Ch. 7: Neustadt (7-1)

Richard M. PiousThe American Presidency, Chs. 1 & 2.

The Bureaucracy

Take home Midterm duein class
Kernell and Jacobsdrogic Ch. 8



K&S Principles Ch. 8: Wilson (8-1) Moe (8-2) Singer (8-3)
March 12 The Judiciary

Kernell and Jacobsadrogic Ch.9

K&S Principles Ch. 9: Scalia (9-1) Breyer (9-2), Hamilton (9-3p&er (9-4)
March 17--21 is Spring Break

March 24 The Judiciary Continued

IV. Politicsand Palitical Influence
March 26, 31 Elections, Palitical Parties, Voting, Finance
Kernell and Jacobsdrogic Chs 11, 12
K&S Principles Ch. 11: Popkin (11-1) Jacobson (11-2)
K&S Principles Ch. 12: Aldrich (12-1) Bartels (12-2) ValellyX(:B3)
April 2 Opinion and Media
Kernell and Jacobsdrogic Chs, 10, 14
K&S Principles Ch.10 Asher (10-1) Stimson et. al.(10-2) Schudd®s3) Fiorina (10-4)
K&SPrinciples Ch. 11 West (11-3)
K&SPrinciples Ch. 14 Hamilton (14-1)

“Why We Hate the Media," iBreaking the News/How the Media Undermine American
Demaocracy, by James Fallows

April 7,9 Groups, Interestsand Influence
Kernell and Jacobsdrogic Ch. 13
K&S Principles Ch. 13: Schattschneider (13-1) Vaida (13-3)
Take another look at Federalist No 10

V. TheNational Agenda: Public Palicy in theUS
Please note: Your texts do not have sections on public policy. The substantial information in
this segment on public policy will be drawn from class lectures and additional_readings on
topics which will be assigned where necessary as we approach this section. You will be
responsible for this material.

April 14 Incrementalism

Charles Lindblom, “The Science of Muddling Throudhiblic Administration Review,
Vol. 19 (1959), 79-88



April 16, 21 The Welfare State and Social Policy

April 23 Employment Policy
JRusse|lEconomics, Bureaucracy and Race: How Keynesians Misguided the War on Poverty

April 28, 30 Economic Policy

Resear ch papersduein class April 28
James Fallows “He was Slick, Thank God Time Atlantic Monthly February, 2001

May 5 The Crisisof American Democracy and the Madisonian M odel



