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Racism, and the direct confrontation between African American and
European American people in the United States, is an issue that is usually
considered too sensitive to be dealt with directly in the elementary school
classroom. When confrontation between African Americans and Euro-
pean Americans occurs in children’s literature, it is routinely described asa
problem between individuals that can be worked out on a personal basis.
In the few cases where racism is addressed as a social problem, there has to
be a happy ending. This is most readily apparent in the biographical treat-
ment of Rosa Parks, one of the two names that most children in the
United States associate with the Civil Rights movement in the southern
United States during the 1960s; the other is Martin Luther King Jr.

Over the past few years, during visits to schools, I've talked with children
about the Civil Rights movement. One of the things I ask the children is
what they know of Rosa Parks and her involvement in the Montgomery bus
* boycoty. This focus developed after I observed a play about civil rights in a

fourth—grade classroom in southern California several years ago. One scene
" in the play took place on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama. A tired Rosa

Parks got on the bus and sat down. The child portraying Mrs. Parks was
" dressed in shabby clothes and carried two worn shopping bags. She sat
. down next to the driver, and other children got on the bus until all the seats
" in front were filled up. Then a boy got on and ‘asked her to move. She
. refused, and the bus driver told her he didn’t want any trouble. Politely he
asked her to move to the back of the bus. She refused again and the scene
I ended. In the next scene we see a crowd of students, African American and
~ European American, carrying signs saying Don’t Ride the Buses, We shall
Overcome, and Blacks and Whites Together. One of the students, playing
Martin Luther King Jr., addressed the rest of the class, saying something to
the effect that African American and European American people in Mont-
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gomery got angry because Rosa Parks was arrested for not moving to the

back of the bus, and that they were boycotting the buses until all people

Co&lii ride wherever they wanted. The play ended with a narrator pointing

out that the bus problem in Montgomery was solved by people coming
together to protest peacefully for justice.
Before talking to the children about their perceptions of Rosa Parks and

her motivations, I had a moment to talk with the teacher about a major

misrepresentation of facts in the play: there were no European Americans

involved in boycortting the buses in Montgomery. The struggle was orga-
nized and maintained by the African American community, and to repre-

sent it as an interracial struggle was to take the power and credit away from
that community. The teacher agreed that the play took some liberty with
it comm

history but said that since his class was interracial, it was better for all the
children to do the play as an integrated struggle. Otherwise, he said, the
play might lead to racial strife in the classroom. I disagreed and pointed
out that by showing the power of organized African Americans, it might
lead all the children to recognize and appreciate the strength oppressed
people can show when confronting their oppressors. In addition, the fact
that European Americans joined the struggle later on could lead to very
interesting discussi/o?am social change and struggles for justice, and
could be related tothe current situation in South Africa and the resur-
gence of overt racism in the United States. He disagreed and ended our
chat by telhngfme how hard it was to manage an integrated classroom.

I contengéd myself with asking the children about Rosa Parks. The girl
who playéd Mis. Parks, Anna, told me that she imagined “Rosa,” as she
called Mis. Parks, to be a poor woman who did tiring and unpleasant
work. She added that she imagined Rosa was on her way home to a large
family that she had to take care of all by herself when she refused to move
to the back of the bus. In other words, Rosa Parks was, in her mind, a poor,
single parent with lots of children, and an unskilled worker. Tasked her

how she got that idea, and she replied that’s just the kind of person she felt
Rosa Parks must be. She added that nobody had ever told her that her view
was wrong, so she never bothered to question it. Her teacher backed her
up and claimed that she had made reasonable assumptions about Rosa
Parks, ones that he felt were true to the way Rosa Parks was portrayed in
the books they had in class. I couldnt argue with that last comment.
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I changed the subject and asked Anna why Rosa Parks’s arrest led to a

boycott. She said she didn’t know. Maybe Rosa had a friend who told

everybody, or maybe it was in the newspaper. One of the other students

suggested that her arrest was on TV and everybody came out to protest
because they didn’t think it was right to arrest someone just for not mov-

ing to the back of the bus. Thg_l_)_gy_cgnﬂas,_m.thcm,-somé-fefm-ef sponta- i

neous action that involved no-planning-esserategy.

All the children admired Rosa Parks for not moving. Some said she
must be a very stubborn person, others that she had to be so angry that she
didn’t care what happened to her. They agreed that it tooka special person
to be so courageous and wondered if they would be able to muster such
courage. I got the impression that Mrs. Parks’s exceptional courage might
be an excuse for them to notact.

I decided to push the issue a bit and asked the class why Rosa Parks had
to move to the back of the bus anyway. One of the African American chil-
dren said it was segregated in the South back then, and African Americans
and European Americans couldnt do things together. When I asked why
there was segregation in those days there was absolute silence. I shifted a
bit and asked if the African Americans and European Americans in their
classroom could do things together. One of the boys answered, “In school
they do, mostly.” Since I was just a guest 1 lefr it-at cthat. However, it was
clear to me that issues of racial conflict were not explicitly discussed in this
classroom, and that the play about the Montgomery bus boycott left the
children with some vague sense of unity and victory, but with no senseof
the risk and courage of the African American people who originated the
struggle for civil rights in the United States or of the history and nature of

segregation. I have no idea whether there was any racism manifest in the
everyday lives of the children in that classroom, but wondered whether
they or the teacher were at all prepared to deal with it if it erupted.

The children’s visualization of Rosa Parks, whom they felt free to call by
her first name, was particularly distressing. As well as poor, they imagined
her to be without education or sophistication, 2 person who acted on

impulse and emotion rather than intelligence and moral conviction.
“TTiete was no sense of her a5 a community leader or as part of an organized

struggle against oppression. I decided to nd out how common this view -

was, and | have been astonished to find that those children’s view of Rosa.
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Parks is not at all different from that of most European American adults
and almost all the school children I have questioned.

The image of “Rosa the Tired,” and the story that goes with it, exists on
the level of a national cultural icon in the United States. School textbooks
and children’s books are major perpetuators of this myth, but none of
them I've seen quote sources for their distorted personal information
about Mis. Parks. Yet, most American children’s first encounter with the
Civil Rights movement comes through these writings. Dozens of chil-
dren’s books and textbooks I've looked at present the same version of Rosa
Parks and the Montgomery bus boycott. This version can be reduced to
the following generic story, which I fabricated* and could be titled:

“Rosa Was TIRED:
THE STORY OF THE MONTGOMERY Bus BovycoTT”

Rosa Parks was a poor seamstress. She lived in Montgomery, Alabama,
during the 1950s. In those days there was still segregation in parts of the
United States. That meant that African Americans and European
Americans were not allowed to use the same public facilities such as
restaurants or swimming pools. It also meant that whenever it was
crowded on the city buses African Americans had to give up seats in
front to European Americans and move to the back of the bus.

One day on her way home from work Rosa was tired and sat
down in the front of the bus. As the bus got crowded she was asked
to give up her seat to 2 European American man, and she refused.
The bus driver told her she had to go to the back of the bus, and she
still refused to move. It was a hot day, and she was tired and angry,
and became very stubborn.

The driver called a policeman, who arrested Rosa.

When other African Americans in Montgomery heard this they
became angry too, so they decided to refuse to ride the buses until
everyone was allowed to ride together. They boycotted the buses.

The boycott, which was led by Martin Luther King Jr., suc-
ceeded. Now African Americans and European Americans can
ride the buses together in Montgomery.

Rosa Parks was a very brave person.

*See the note on references at the end of this article for the specific sources I
drew upon to create this generic version of Rosa Parks’s story.
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This story seems innocent enough. Rosa Parks is treated with respect
and dignity and the African American community is given credit for run-
ning the boycott and winning the struggle. It reflects the view of Mrs. Parks
often found in adult literature as well as writings for children. For example,
in the book by eminent psychiatrist Robert Coles, The Moral Life of Chil-
dren (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1986), we find the following quote:

We had come toknow . . . a group of poor and poorly educated
people, who, nevertheless, acquitted themselves impressively in
pursuit of significant ethical objectives. I think of Rosa Parks, a
seamstress, whose decision to sit where she pleased on a Mont-
gomery, Alabama, bus in the middle r950s preceded the emergence
of the so-called Civil Rights movement and of Dr. King and Ralph
Abernathy as leaders of it. (p. 25)

A more recent example of this can be found in Robert Fulghum’s best-
selling book, Jt Was on Fire When I Lay Down on It. (Ivy Books, 1988)

I write this on the first day of December in 1988, the anniversary of a
moment when someone sat still and lit the fuse to social dynamite.
On this day in 1955, a forty-two-year-old woman was on her way
home from work. Getting on a public bus, she paid her fare and sat
down on the first vacant seat. It was good to sit down— her feet
were tired. As the bus filled with passengers, the driver turned and
told her to give up her seat and move on back in the bus. She sat still.
The driver got up and shouted, “MOVE IT?” She sat still. Passen-
gers grumbled, cursed her, pushed at her. Still she sat. So the driver
got off the bus, called the police, and they came to haul her off to jail
and into history.

Rosa Parks. Not an activist or a radical. Just a quiet, conserva-
tive, churchgoing woman with a nice family and a decent job asa
seamstress. For all the eloquent phrases that have been turned
about her place in the flow of history, she did not get on thar bus
looking for trouble or trying to make a statement. Going home was
all she had in mind, like everybody else. She was anchored to her
seat by her own dignity. Rosa Parks simply wasn’t going to be a
“nigger” for anybody anymore. And all she knew to do was to sit
still. (pp. 109-10)

And here’s a current textbook version of the Montgomery bus boycott
story written for elementary school children. It comes from the Heath
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Social Studies series for elementary school, Exploring My World by Teff
Passe and Evangeline Nicholas (Lexington, MA: 1991, D.C. Heath, repro-
duced on page 188 of the Teachers’ Guide) and is similar in content to my
generic tale:

When Rosa Parks rode on a bus, she had to sit all the way in the
back. Her city had a law. It said black people could not sit in the
front of a bus.

One day Rosa was tired. She sat inthe front. The bus driver told
her to move. She did not. He called the police. Rosa was put in jail.

Some citizens tried to help. One of them was Martin Luther King
Jr. The citizens decided to stop riding buses until the law was changed.

Their plan worked. The law was changed. Soon, many other
unfair laws were changed. Rosa Parks led the way!

The Teachers’ Guide to this text informs teachers that “Mrs. Parks’ sin-
gle act brought about the desegregation of buses all over the country.” In a
lesson plan referring to Rosa Parks’s being told to move to the back of the
bus, it informs teachers to “tell children they will be reading about a
woman who became angry when this happened to her. She decided she
was not being treated fairly, and she was not going to put up with that kind
of treatment anymore. Have children read to find out how the actions of
Rosa Parks helped to change the way black people were treated.” (p. 185)

This book was published in 1991 and is certainly still in use. It encourages
presenting the Montgomery bus boycott as the single act of a person who was
tired and angry. Intelligent and passionate opposition to racism is simply not
part of the story. In the entire part of the guide dealing with the Montgomery

bus boycott, there is no mention of FACKITE roblem is

unfalrness, a more generic and softer form of abuse that avoids dealing with

the fact that the great majority of White people in Montgomery were racist

and capable of being violent and cruel to maintain segregation, Thus we have

.gn adequate picture of neither the courage of Rosa Parks nor the intelligence

and resolve of the Affican in the Face of racism.
Research into the history of the Montgomery bus boycott, however,
reveals some distressing characteristics of this generic story, which misrep-
resents an organized and carefully planned movement for social change as
a spontaneous outburst based upon frustration and anger. The following

annotations on “Rosa Was Tired” suggest that we need a new story, one
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more in line with the truth and directed at showing the organizational
intelligence and determination of the African American community in
Birmingham, as well as the role of the bus boycott in the larger struggle 1o

desegregate Birmingham and the South.

The Annotated “Rosa Was Tired”

Rosa Parks was a seamstress who was poor. She lived in Montgomery, Alabama,
during the1950s.

Rosa Parks was one of the first women in Montgomery to join the
NAACP and was its secretary for years. At the NAACP she worked with
E. D. Nixon, vice president of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters,
who was president of the Montgomery NAACP, and learned about
union struggles from him. She also worked with the youth division of
the NAACP, and she took a youth NAACP group to visit the Freedom
Train when it came to Montgomery in 1954. The train, which carried
the originals of the U.S. Constitution and the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, was traveling around the United States promoting the virtues of
democracy. Since its visit was a federal project, access to the exhibits
could not legally be segregated. Mrs. Parks took advantage of that fact
to visit the train. There, Rosa Parks and the members of the youth
group mingled freely with European Americans from Montgomery
who were also looking at the documents. This overt-act of crossing the
boundaries of segregation did not endear Rosa Parks to the Mont-

gomery political and social establishment.
Her work as a seamstress in a large department store was secondary to
her community work. As she says in an interview in My Soul Is Rested by

Howard Raines (New York: Bantam, 1978, p. 35), she had “almost a life -

history of being rebellious against being mistreated because of my
color.” She was well known to all of the African American leaders in
Montgomery for her opposition to segregation, her leadership abilities,
and her moral strength. Since 1954 and the Supreme Court’s Brown v.
Topeka Board of Education decision, she had been working on the deseg-
regation of the Montgomery schools. In addition, she was good friends
with Clifford and Virginia Durr, European Americans who were well
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known opponents of segregation. She had also attended an interracial
meeting at the Highlander Folk School in Tennessee a few months
before the boycott. Highlander was known throughout the South us 2
radical education center that was overtly planning for the total desegre-
gation of the South, and Rosa Parks was aware of that when she attended
the meeting. At that meeting, which dealt with plans for school desegre-
gation in the South, she indicated that she intended to become an active
participant in other attempts to break down the barriers of segregation.
Finally, Rosa Parks had the active support of her mother and her hus-
band in her civil rights activities. To call Rosa Parks a poor, tired seam-
stress and not talk about her role as a community leader as well is to turn
an organized struggle for freedom into a personal act of frustration. It is
a thorough misrepresentation of the Civil Rights movement in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, and an insult to Mrs. Parks as well. Here is 2 more
appropriate way of beginning a children’s version of the Montgomery
bus boycortt:

It was 1955. Everyone in the African American community in
Montgomery, Alabama, knew Rosa Parks. She was a community
leader, and people admired her courage. All throughout her life she

had opposed prejudice, even if it got her into trouble.

In those days there was still segregation in parts of the United States. That
meant that African Americans and European Americans were not allowed to
use the same public facilities . ...

The existence of legalized segregation in the South during the 1950s is inte-
gral to the story of the Montgomery bus boycott, yet it is an embarrass-
ment to many school people and difficult to explain to children without
accounting for the moral corruption of the majority of the European
American community in the South. The sentence I composed is one way
of avoiding direct confrontation with the moral issues of segregation. First
it says, “In those days there was still segregation” as if segregation were no
longer an issue. However, as recently as July 1, 1990, an article by Ron
Rapoport of the Los Angeles Daily News (reprinted in the Santa Rosa, CA,
Press Democrat, July 1, 1990) focused on the current segregation of private
golf clubs in Birmingham and other parts of the United: States. In the
article he says:
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It certainly isn't a secret that Shoal Creek Country Club has no
black members because, in the words of its founder, Hall Thomp-
son, “that’s just not done in Birmingham.”

There are lots of places where it’s just not done and not just in
the South, either. Many of the golf courses that host PGA (Profes-
sional Golfers Association) events are restricted and while it may
not often become a public issue, that does not mean people are not
aware of it. : '

As for shame,:well, that is 2 commodity that is in short supply
as well.

“The country club is our home,” Thompson said, “and we pick

and choose who we want.”

To this day the club still has only one African American member, who has
special status as a guest member. Ironically; in 1994 a young African Ameri-
can golfer won a tournament at the club while other African Americans.
demonstrated outside its gates protesting the club’s segregationist policies.

Locating segregation in the past is a way of avoiding dealing with its
current manifestations and implying that racism is no longer a major prob-
lem in the United States. This is particularly pernicious at a time when
overt racism is once again becoming a common phenomenon and when
children have to be helped to understand and eliminate it.

Describing integration passively (“there was still segregation” instead of
“European Americans segregated facilities so that African Americans
couldn’t use them”) avoids the issue of activist racist activity on the part of
some Whites. Since there was legalized segregation in Alabama, and Mrs.
Parks was arrested for a violation of the Alabama state law that institution-
alized segregation in public facilities, there must have been racists to have
passed those laws. Yet they are absent from the narrative, which doesn’t
talk overtly about racism. The avoidance of direct discussion of what to do
about individuals who are racist is all too characteristic of school programs

and children’s literature.

This avoidance of dealing directly with racism is also evident in the
next sentence, which says that “African Americans and European Ameri-
cans were not allowed to use the same public facilities.” It puts African
Americans and European Americans on the same footing, as if there were
some symmetry and both were punished by the segregation laws. A more
appropriate way of describing the situation would be:

R —
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African American people were prevented by law from using the
same public facilities as European Americans. In addition, the
African American facilities were vastly inferior to the ones made
available to European Americans.

Even this rewriting is too generous given the pervasive, brutal, and
absolute nature of segregation in the pre-civil rights South. Perhaps the
best analogy that could be used here is apartheid, as legalized segregation
in the South hardly differed from South Africa’s policy of total separation
of the races to ensure White dominance.

I've raised the question with a number of educators, both African
American and European American, of how to expose children to the
reality of segregation and racism. Most of the European American and
a few of the African American educators felt that young children do not
need to be exposed to the harsh and violent history of segregation in the
United States. They worried about the effects such exposure would
have on race relations in their classrooms, and especially about provok-
ing rage on the part of African American students. The other educators
felt that, given the resurgence of overt racism in the United States these
days, allowing rage and anger to come out was the only way African
American and European American children could work from the real-
ity of difference and separation toward a common life. They felt that
conflict was a positive thing that could be healing when confronted
directly, and that avoiding the horrors of racism was just another way of
perpetuating them. I agree with this second group and believe thet
some recasting of the third and fourth sentences of “Rosa Was Tired” is

called for:

In those days Alabama was legally segregated. That means that
African American people were prevented by the state law from
using the same swimming pools, schools, and other public facilities
as European Americans. There also were separate entrances, toilets,
and drinking fountains for African Americans and European Amer-
icans in places such as bus and train stations. The facilities African
Americans were allowed to use were not only separate from the ones
European Americans used but were also very inferior. The reason
for this was racism, the belief that European Americans were supe-
rior to African Americans and that therefore European Americans
deserved better facilities.
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.. . whenever it was crowded on the city buses African Americans had to give
up seats in front to European Americans and move to the back of the bus.

Actually African Americans were never allowed to sit in the front of the
bus in the South in those days. The front seats were reserved for European
Americans. Between five and ten rows back the “Colored” section began.
When the front of the bus filled up, African Americans seated in the “Col-
ored” section had to give up their seats and move toward the back of t.he‘
bus. Thus, for examplé;" an elderly African American woman would have
to give up her seat to a European American teenage male at t}.le peril of
being arrested. Consistent with the comments I've been making so far,
and with the truth of the experience of segregation, this sentence should

be expanded as follows:

In those days public buses were divided into two sections, one
at the front for European Americans, which was supposed to be
“for Whites only.” From five to ten rows back the section for
African Americans began. That part of the bus was called the
“Colored” section.

Whenever it was crowded on the city buses African American
people were forced to give up seats in the “Colored” section to,
European Americans and move to the back of the bus. lj"'or exam-
ple, an elderly African American woman would have to give up her

sear to a European American teenage male. If she refused she could” o

be arrested for breaking the segregation laws.

/

One a’ay on her way home from work Rosa was tired and sat down in the  front

of the bus. )
Rosa Parks did not sit in the front of the bus. She sat | ront row of the
«olored” section. When the bus got crowded she refused to give up her
seat in the “Colored” section to a European American. It is important to

oint thi -asieindicates quite clearly that it was not her intent, on that
day, to break the segregation laws.

At this point the story lapses into the familiar and refers to Rosa Parks
as “Rosa.” The question of whether to use the first name for historical
characters in a factual story is complicated. One argument in favor of
doing so is that young children will more readily identify with characters
who are presented in a personalized and familiar way. However, given that
it was a sanctioned social practice in the South during the time of the story
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for European Americans to call African American adults by their first
names as a way of reinforcing the African Americans’ inferior status
(African Americans could never call European Americans by their first
names without breaking the social code of segregation), it seems unwise
to use that practice in the story.

In addition, it’s reasonable to assume that Rosa Parks was not any more
tired on that one day than on other days. She worked at an exhausting full-
time job and was also active full-time in the community. To emphasize her
being tired is another way of saying that her defiance of segregation was an

accidental result of her fatigue and consequent short temper on that par-

ti&l_la\r_ day. However, rage is not a one-day thing, and Rosa Parks acted
with full knowledge of what she was doing.
It is more respectful and historically accurate to make these changes:

December 1, 1955, on her way home from work, Rosa Parks took the
bus as usual. She sat down in the front row of the “Colored” section.

As the bus got crowded she was asked 10 give up her seat 10 European Ameri-
can man, and she refused. The bus driver told her she had to g0 10 the back of
the bus, and she still refused to move. It was a hot day, and she was tired and
angry, and became very stubborn. )

The driver called a policeman, who arrested Rosa.

Rosa Parks described her experiences with buses in her own words (My
Soul Is Rested):

I had problems with bus drivers over the years because I didn’t see
fit to pay my money into the front and then go around to the back.
Sometimes bus drivers wouldn’t permit me to get on the bus, and [
had been evicted from the bus. But, as I say, there had been inci-
dents over the years. One of the things that made this . . . (inci-
dent) . . . get so much publicity was the fact that the police were
called in and I was placed under arrest. See, if I had just been
evicted from the bus and he hadn’t placed me under arrest or had
any charges brought against me, it probably could have been just
another incident. (p. 31)

More recently, in Voices of Freedom by Henry Hampton and Steve Fayer
(New York: Bantam, 1990), she described her thoughts that day in the
following way:
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Having to take a certain section [on a bus] because of your race was
humiliating, but having to stand up because a particular driver
wanted to keep a white person from having to stand was, to my
mind, most inhumane.

More than seventy-five, between eighty-five and I think ninety,
percent of the patronage of the buses were black people, because
more white people could own and drive their own cars than blacks.
I happened to be the secretary of the Montgomery branch of the
NAACP as well as the NAACP Youth Council adviser. Many cases
did come to my attention that nothing came out of because the
person that was abused would be too intimidated to sign an affi-
davit, or to make a statement. Over the years, I had had my own
problems with the bus drivers. In fact, some did tell me not to ride
their buses if I felt that I was too important to go to the back door
to get on. One had evicted me from the bus in 1943, which did not
cause anything more than just a passing glance.

On December 1, 1955, I had finished my day’s work as a tailor’s
assistant in the Montgomery Fair department store and I was on
my way home. There was one vacant seat on the Cleveland
Avenue bus, which I took, alongside a man and two women across
the aisle. There were still a few vacant seats in the white section in
the front, of course. We went to the next stop without being dis-
turbed. On the third, the front seats were occupied and this one
man, a white man, was standing. The driver asked us to stand up
and let him have those seats, and when none of us moved at his
first words, he said, “You all make it light on yourselves and let me
have those seats.” And the man who was sitting next to the wi
dow stood up, and I made room for him to pass by
wormen across the aisle stood up and moved out. When the driver
saw me still sitting, he asked if I was going to stand up and I said,
“No, 'm not.”

And he said, “Well, if you don’t stand up, I'm going to call the
police and have you arrested.”

I said, “You may do that.”

He did get off the bus, and I still stayed where I was. Two police-
men came on the bus. One of the policemen asked me if the bus
driver had asked me to stand and I said yes.

He said, “Why don’t you stand up?”

And | asked him, “Why do you push us around?”

He said, “I do not know, but the law is the law and you're under
arrest.” {pp. 19, 20)

Mere anger and stubbornness could not account for the clear resolve
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with which Rosa Parks acted. Nor was she, as Robert Fulghum says in the
selection from his book quoted at the beginning of this issue, “Not an
activist or a radical. Just a quiet, conservative, churchgoing woman with a
nice family and a decent job as a seamstress.” She knew what she was
doing, understood the consequences, and was prepared to confront segre-
gation head on at whatever sacrifice she had to make. A more accurate
account of the event, taking into consideration Rosa Parks’s past history,
might be:

As the bus got crowded.the driver demanded that she give up her
seat to a2 European American man, and move to the back of the
bus. This was not the first time that this had happened to Rosa
Parks. In the past she had refused to move, and the driver had sim-
ply put her off the bus. Mrs. Packs hated segregation, and along
with many other African American people, refused to obey many
of its unfair rules. On this day she refused to do what the bus driver
demanded.

The bus driver commanded her once more to go to the back of
the bus and she stayed in her seat, looking straight ahead and not
moving an inch. He got angry at her and became very stubborn.
He called a policeman, who arrested Mrs. Parks.

When other African Americans in Montgomery heard this they became angry
100, so they decided to refuse to ride the buses until everyone was allowed to ride
together. They boycotted the buses.

The connection between Rosa Parks’s arrest and the boycott is a mys-
tery in most accounts of what happened in Montgomery. Community
support for the boycott is portrayed as being instantaneous and miracu-
lously effective the very day after Mrs. Parks was arrested. Things don’t
happen that way, and it is an insult to the intelligence and courage of the
African American community in Montgomery to turn their planned
resistance to segregation into a spontancous emotional response. The
actual situation was more interesting and complex. Not only Rosa Parks
had defied the bus segregation laws in the past: According to E. D.
Nixon, i[&li three months preceding Mis. Parks’s arrest at least three

other African American people had been arrested in Montgomery for

refusing to give up their bus seats to European American people. In each

“Tase, Nixon and other people in leadership positions in the African
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American community in Montgomery investigated the background of
the person arrested. Theywere looking for someone who had the respect
of the community and the strength to deal with the racist police force as

well as all the publicity that would result from being at the center of a bus
boycortt, This leads to the most important point left out in popularized

accounts of the Montgomery bus boycott: the boycott had been planned

and organized before Rosa Parks was arrested. It was an event waiting to

W
take place, and that i§ why it could be mobilized so quickly. Rosa Parks’s

e
arrest brought it about because she waspart of the African American

leadership in Montgomery and was trusted not to cave in under the pres-

sure everyone knew she would be exposed to, including threats to her life.

But the story goes back even farther than that. Thefe wasamrAfrican
American women's organization in Montgomery called the Women'’s Politi-
cal Council (WPC). It was headed those days by Jo Ann Gibson Robinson,
who was a professor of English at Alabama State University in Montgomery,
an all-African American university. In 1949 Ms. Gibson was put off abus in
Montgomery for refusing to move from her seat in the fifth row of an almost
empty bus to the back of the bus. She and other women in Montgomery
resolved to do something about bus segregation. As she says in her book The
Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Women Who Started It: The Memoir of Jo Ann
Gibson Robinson (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1987), “It was
during the period of 19491955 that the Women’s Political Council of Mont-
gomery—founded in 1946 with Dr. Mary Burks as president and headed
from 1950 on by me— prepared to stage a bus boycott when the time was
ripe and the people were ready. The right time came irp (p.17)

This story of collective decision making, willed risk;"and coordinated
action is more dramatic than the story of an angry individual who sparked
a demonstration; it has more to teach children who themselves may have
to organize and act collectively against oppressive forces in the future.
Here’s one way to tell this complex story to young children:

Mis. Parks was not the first African American person to be arrested
in Montgomery for refusing to move to the back of the bus. In the
months before her refusal, at least three other people were arrested
for the same reason. In fact, African American leaders in Mont-
gomery were planning to overcome segregation. One way they
wanted to do this was to have every African American person boy-
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cott the buses. Since most of the bus riders in the city were African
American, the buses would go broke if they refused to let African
Americans and European Americans ride the buses as equals.

From 1949 right up to the day Mrs. Parks refused to move, the
Women's Political Council of Montgomery prepared to stage a bus
boycott because of how African Americans were treated on the
bus. African American people in Montgomery were ready to sup-
port the boycott. They were just waiting for the time to be ripe.
Nineteen fifty-five was the time.

However, none of the people who were arrested before Mis.
Parks was were leaders. She was a leader, and the day she was
arrested the leadership called a2 meeting at the Dexter Avenue Bap-
tist Church. They decided to begin their refusal to ride the buses
the next morning. They knew Mrs. Parks had the courage to deal
with the pressure of defying segregation and would not yield even
if her life was threatened.

The next day the Montgomery bus boycott began. .

The boycott, which was led by Martin Luther King Jr., succeeded. Now
African Americans and European Americans can ride the buses together in
Montgomery. Rosa Parks was a very brave person.

The boycott was planned by the WPC, E. D. Nixon, and others in Mont-
gomery. Martin Luther King Jr. was a new member of the community. He

had just taken over the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, and when Nixon

told him that Rosa Parks’s atrest was just what everybody was waiting for
to kick off a bus boycott and assault the institution of segregation, King
was at first reluctant. However, the community people chose him to lead,
and he accepted their call. The boycott lasted 381 inconvenient days,
something not usually mentioned in children’s books. It did succeed and
was one of the events that sparked the entire Civil Rights movement. Peo-
ple who had been planning an overt attack on segregation for years took
that victory as a sign that the time was ripe, even though the people
involved in the Montgomery boycott did not themselves anticipate such
results. Here’s one possible way to convey this to children:

There was a young new minister in Montgomery those days. His
name was Martin Luther King Jr. People in the communiry felt that
he was a special person and asked him to lead the boycotr. At first he
wasn’t sure. He worried about the violence that might result from
the boycott. However, he quickly made up his mind that it was time
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to destroy segregation and accepted the people’s call for him to be
their leader.

The Montgomery bus boycott lasted 381 days. For over a year the
African American people of Montgomery, Alabama, stayed off the
buses. Some walked to work, others rode bicycles or shared car rides.
It was very hard for them, but they knew that what they were doing
was very important for all African American people in the South.

The boycott succeeded, and by the end of 1956 African Ameri-
cans and Europeap Americans could ride the buses in Montgomery
as equals. However, the struggle for the complete elimination of seg-
regation had justbegun. ’

We all owe a greart deal to the courage and intelligence of Rosa
Parks and the entire African American community of Montgomery,
Alabama. They took risks to make democracy work for all of us.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

‘What remains, then, is to retitle the story. The revised version is still about
Rosa Parks, but it is also about the African American people of Mont-
gomery, Alabama. It takes the usual, individualized version of the Rosa Parks
tale and puts it in the context of a coherent, community-based social strug-

gle. This does not diminish Rosa Parks in any way. It places her, however, in

the midst of a consciously planned movement for social change, and
reminds me of the freedom song “We shall not be moved,” for it was pre-
cisely Rosa Parks’s and the community’s refusal to be moved that made the
boycott possible. For that reason the new tide, “She Would Not Be Moved:
The Story of Rosa Parks and the Montgomery Bus Boycott” makes sense.
As it turns out, my retelling of the story of Rosa Parks and the Mont-
gomery bus boycott is not the only recent one. In 1990, thirty-five years
after the event, we finally have a full, moving, and historically accurate 124-
page retelling of the story written for young people. The book, Rosa Parks:
The Movement Organizes by Kai Friese (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Silver Bur-
dett, 1990), is one of nine volumes in a series edited by the scholar Eldon
Mortis entitled The History of the Civil Rights Movement. Other volumes in
the series, such as those about Ella Baker and Fannie Lou Hamer, also pro-
vide a fuller, more accurate look at people’s struggles during the Civil Rights
movement of the 1960s than has been available to young people until now.
These volumes are gifts to all of us from a number of African American
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scholars who have reclaimed history from the distortions and omissions of
years of irresponsible writing for children about the Civil Rights move-
ment. They are models of how history and biography can directly confront
racial conflict and illuminate social struggle. This is particularly true of the
Rosa Parks volume, which takes us up to date in Mrs. Parks’s life and
informs us that she remained active over the years, working for social and
economic justice in Congressman John Conyer’s office in Detroit.

The book, which credits all the people involved in making the Mont-
gomery boycott possible, provides a portrait of a community mobilized
for justice. It also leaves us with a sense of the strﬁggle that still needs to be
waged to eliminate racism in the United States.

Rosa Parks has also written an autobiography (with Jim Haskins),
which presents a more personal version of the story given here.

When the story of the Montgomery bus boycott is told merely as a tale
of a single heroic person, it leaves children hanging. Not everyone is 2 hero
or heroine. Of course, the idea that only special people can create change
is useful if you want to prevent mass movements and keep change from
happening. Not every child can be a Rosa Parks, but everyone can imagine
her- or himself as a participant in the boycott. As a tale of a social move-
ment and a community effort to overthrow injustice, the Rosa Parks story

- asI've tried to rewrite it and as Kai Friese has told it opens the possibility of

every child identifying her- or himself as an activist, as someone who can
help make justice happen. And it is that kind of empowerment that people
in the United States desperately need.

Appendix I

The following quotes are taken from recent children’s books and school
textbooks. The publication date of the earliest of them is 1976; the rest
were published in their current form in the 1980s. However, two of the
children’s books were copyrighted in 1969 and reissued in the 1980s with
new illustrations. No attempt was made in these two cases to update the
material in the books.

The sample of quotes included is representative of dozens I've read, and

cumulatively represents all the different aspects of the Rosa Parks myth I
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But Rosa Parks was tired. She did something she had never done

portrayed in “Rosa Was Tired.” Some of the other texts and the specific . .

i ) ) ) before. She just stayed in her seat. . . .

lines that relate to my text are listed at the end of this appendix. The pas- Black people all over the city heard about Rosa Parks. They were

sages quoted more fully here are from the most progressive texts and trade 9 very angry. They were mad at the Jim Crow laws. They were mad at

books I've found. I have avoided citing texts no longer in print. | the police. They were mad at the bus company. But what could

they do?

1. From Valerie Schloredt, Martin Luther King Jr: America’s Great Nonvio- " Then one man said, "Why don't we boy.co.tt the buses?” This
) ] : ; meant that all the black people would stop riding the buses. Soon

lent {,eader in the Stmggle for Human Rights (Harrisburg, PA: Morehouse the bus company would lose money. Maybe then the owners would

Publishing, 1990). 1 be fair to blacks. (not paged)

On the evening of Dec. 1, 1955, a black lady named Rosa Parks lefc
the downtown départment store where she worked as a seamstress
and walked to the bus stop to catch the bus that would take her

home.

3. This selection is from Dharathula H. Millender’s Martin Luther King,
Jr.: Young Man with a Dream (New York: Bobbs-Merrill, 1969; Macmillan,
Alladin Books, 1986). It is one of the finest of the older children’s books
about the Civil Rights movment.

The book goes on to describe what happened when Ms. Parks refused

to move to the back of the bus:

Mrs. Parks was tired. She had a long, hard day. . . . Something
snapped in Mrs. Parks at that moment. Perhaps the patience with
which she had endured years of subservience and insult. . . . Mrs.
Parks didn’t look like a person to challenge the law of Montgomery.
She was a quiet looking lady, wearing small steel rimmed specta-
cles; but like thousands of other black people who rode the buses
day after day, she was weary of being treated with such contempt.

Much later she was asked if she had planned her protest. “No,”
she answered. “I was just plain tired, and my feet hurt.”

Mis. Parks’ patience had given way, had she but known it, at the
best possible moment. (pp. 19, 20)

2. Here is the Random House version for first- to third-graders from
James T. Kay, Meet Martin Luther King Jr. New York: Random House,
Step-up Books, 1969), reprinted with new cover in 1989.

On Dec. 1, 1955, a woman named Rosa Parks did something about
the Jim Crow buses.

Mrs. Parks was black. She worked in a department store. That
evening she climbed the bus and sat down.

Each time the bus stopped, more people got on. Soon no seats
were left in the white part of the bus.

At the next stop some white people got on. The driver got up
and walked over to Mrs. Parks. He told her to give her seat to a

white woman.

Things came to a head over bus segregation on December 1, 1955.
Mrs. Rosa Parks, an attractive negro seamstress, boarded a bus in
downtown Montgomery. This was the same bus she had boarded
many times after a hard day’s work. Today she was tired and eager to
getoff her aching feet. Accordingly she sat down in the first seatin the
Negro section behind the section reserved for white passengers. . . .
At first the driver was surprised (when she refused to move)
wondering whether he had heard correctly. When Mrs. Parks
clung to her seat, however, and held her head proudly in the air,
he realized that he was facing trouble. Accordingly, he stopped
his bus, called the police and had her arrested. Her arrest
attracted wide attention because she was one of the most
respected people in the Negro community. It helped to start a
Negro revolt not only in Montgomery but all across the nation.

(pp- 148-9)

4. This is from the upper elementary grades social studies textbook The
United States and the Other Americas by Allan King, Ida Dennis, and Flo-
rence Portter, in the Macmillan Social Studies Series (New York: Macmil-

lan, 1982).

In 1955 Rosa Parks, a black, refused to give up her bus-seat to a
white in Montgomery, Alabama. She was arrested because of this.
Other blacks, led by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., of Atdanta, Geor-
gia, refused to ride the city buses. The following year a federal
court ruled that segregated buses were no longer allowed. (p. 141)
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In the teachers’ edition the following instructions are given to teachers:

Have the pupils read the rest of page 413. Draw their attention to the
photograph of Rosa Parks. Explain that on December 1, 1955, Rosa
Parks boarded a bus in Montgomery, Alabama. Her arms were full
of groceries, so she sat in the front row of the section of'the bus in
which blacks were permitted to sit. As the bus filled up, more white
people got on, and the bus driver told Rosa to give up her seatto a
white person. Rosa looked out the window and pretended not to
hear him. She refused to give up her seat, and because of this she
was arrested. In protest against her arrest, the black people of Mont-
gomery refused to ride the bus. They formed car pools, walked,
rode mules and horses and buggies. On April 23, 1956, the Supreme
Court declared that state and local laws that required segregation of
buses were unconstitutional. (p. 413)

5. This is taken from Allan O. Kownslar and William R. Fielder’s Inquiring
About American History New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1976), in
the Holt Databank System. This is a “modern” series based on inquiry and
is considered too liberal for many school districts. It is for upper elemen-
tary and junior high students.

For the black citizens of Montgomery, Alabama, some of the “sepa-
rate but equal” laws had been changed by 1955. . . . But, in spite of
these changes, many people still refused to treat blacks and whites
equally. Rosa Parks, a black woran who lived in Montgomery in
1955, had to deal with this problem.

One evening, Rosa Parks was coming home from work on a
Montgomery city bus. She had been working hard all day at her
job in a downtown department store. Rosa was quite tired. She
took a seat toward the back of the bus, where black passengers nor-
mally sat. The bus began to fill quickly. As whites got on, they took
what seats there were, and soon the bus was full.

Rosa realized that some of the blacks would be asked to give up
their sedts and move to the back of the bus. They would be asked to
stand so that white passengers could sit. She felt that this was
unfair. Why should she have to move?

Suddenly the driver turned and asked her, and some other
blacks, to move to the rear of the bus. Rosa argued with the driver,
but he still insisted that she leave her seat and stand in the back.
Rosa paused. She had to make a decision quickly. Should she give

up her seat or remain seated?
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What would you have done if you had been Rosa Parks? What
do you think she did?

Rosa Parks made her choice. She decided to remain seated on
the bus. Her action led to the Montgomery Bus Boycott-—and
eventually, to a Supreme Court ruling against the separation of
blacks and whites on al buses. (p. 301)

6. This selection is from another upper elementary text, The United Stases
and Its Neighbors by Timothy Helmus, Val Arnsdorf, Edgar Toppin, and
Norman Pounds (Morristown, NJ: Silver Burdett, 1984), in the series The
World and Irs People.

Dr. King gained nationwide fame in Montgomery, Alabama, in
* 1955. At that time blacks had to sit in the back of public buses.
But one day a quiet woman named Rosa Parks decided to sit in
the “whites only” part of the bus. She was arrested. Dr. King led
a boycott of Montgomery buses to protest her arrest. People
who supported Dr. King would not use the buses until anyone
could sit wherever she or he pleased. The boycotr worked.

(p- 248)

Finally, here is a list of quotes from a sampling of texts for all grade lev-
els dealing with Rosa Parks and the Montgomery bus boycott. I've only
quoted eighteen of the dozens of books consulted, though I think the
unity of their tale comes across quite clearly. The word racism was not used
in any of them.

\ 1. Karen McAuley et al., The United States Past to Present, Teacher’s Ed.

(Lexington, MA: D. C. Heath, 1987), p. 405. Grade s.
“It had been a long, hard day and she was tired.”

2. Susan Williams McKay, The World of Mankind (Chicago: Follet Pub-
lishing, 1973), p. 221. Grade 3.
“Mrs. Parks sat alone. She was tired. She decided not to move.”

3. The United States: Its History and Neighbors, Teacher’s Ed. (Orlando, FL:
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1988), p. so7. Grade s.

“On Dec. 1, 1955, Rosa Parks sank wearily to her seat on the bus in Mont-
gomery, Alabama. . . .
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“As the bus filled up, Rosa Parks was asked to give up her seat. She
refused. The bus driver called the police, and she was taken to jail.”

4. Leonard C. Wood et al., America: Its People and Values, Teacher’s Ed.
1985, p. 721. Junior High.
“On that day a black seamstress named Rosa Parks refused to give up her
seat in the white section of the bus. . ..

“There as in many other parts of the south, local laws kept public places
strictly segregated. Restaurants, businesses, and all forms of public trans-
portation had separate sections for blacks and whites.”

5. Allan O. Kownslar et al., Inquiring About American History (New York:
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1976) p. 301. Grade s.
“One evening, Rosa Parks was coming home from work on a Montgomery
city bus. She had been working hard all day at her job . . . Rosa was quite
tired . ...”

“Suddenly, the driver turned and asked her, and some other blacks, to
move to the rear of the bus. Rosa argued with the driver ...”

6. JoAnn Cangemi, Our History, 1983, pp. 388—89. Grade 5.
“In 1955, a black woman named Rosa Parks sat down in the front of the bus
in Montgomery, Alabama. Parks refused to get up from the seat so that a
white person could sit down and she was arrested.”
“Angry about the arrest, Montgomery blacks refused to ride city buses.”
“The bus boycott was led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.”

7. Beverly J. Armento et al., This ls My Country (Boston: Houghton Mif-
flin, 1991) p. 98. Grade 4.
“She was tired and her feet hurt”

“At that time, black and white people had to sit in separate sections on
the bus. Other places were divided too, such as restrooms, waiting rooms,

movie theatres and restaurants.”

8. Henry E Graff, America: The Glorious Republic, vol. 1, 1985, pp. 717-18.
Jr./St. High.
“The next day the 50,000 black citizens of Montgomery began a bus boy-
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cotr of the city’s buses: choosing to walk rather than ride under humillat-

ing conditions.”

9. Henry E Graff, America: The Glorious Republic, vol. 2, 1986, pp. 349—50.

Je./St. High.

“. .. aseamstress named Rosa Parks took a courageous and fateful step.”
“The next day the 50,000 black citizens of Montgomery began a boy-

cott of city buses.” '

10. John Edward Wiltz, The Search for Identity: Modern American History
(Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott, 1973), p. 684. Jr. High.

“When Mrs. Parks, a small, soft-spoken woman boarded the Cleveland
Avenue bus she was tired and her feet hurt.”

1. Beverly Jeanne Armento etal., Living in Our Country (River Forest, IL:
Laidlaw Brothers, 1988) pp. 417-18. Grade s.
“In Montgomery, Alabama, a black woman was arrested for using a seat in
the front of a bus.”
“For this reason many black people refused to ride the buses in

Montgomery.”

12. Glen M. Linden et al., Legacy of Freedom: A History of the United States,
1986, p. 670. Jr./Sr. High.
“Tired after a long day’s work, Ms. Parks boarded a bus for home and
refused to give up her seat to a white passenger when asked to do so by the
bus driver.”

“The leaders of Montgomery’s black community were outraged. Almost
atonce, they organized a boycott of the Mongomery transit system.”

13. Ernest R. May, A Proud Nation, Teacher’s Ed. (Evanston, IL: McDou-
gal, Liceell, 1983), p. 691. Jr. High.

“On Dec. 1, Rosa Parks, a black woman, refused to give up her seat in the
front of a bus to a white person. She had simply worked hard all day, Parks
said, and her feet hurt.”

14. Alma Graham et al., United States: Our Nation and Neighbors (New
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York: McGraw-Hill, 1980, p. 340. Grade s.
“The bus boycott was led by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.”

15. George Vuicich etal., United States, 1983, p. 322. Grade .

“In 1955, a black woman, Rosa Parks, refused to give up her seat on a bus

in Montgomery, Alabama. She was arrested. Some people became determined

to do something. Blacks in Montgomery began a boycott of the city’s buses.”
“The bus boycottwas led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., . . .7

16. Henry E Graff et al., The Promise of Democracy: The Grand Experiment
(Chicago: Rand McNally, 1978), pp. 365-66. Jr./Sr. High.

“...in many southern communities, black people had to sit at the back of
the city buses.”

“...and she was tired.”

17. Roger M. Berg, Social Studies (Glenview, IL: Scott, Foresman, 1979),
p- 335. Gradess.

“In some cities, blacks were forced to ride in separate parts of buses. In
1955, in Montgomery, Alabama, Rosa Parks wanted to sit in a part of a
public bus set aside for whites. She was arrested. The black people of Mont-
gomery refused to ride the city buses until they could sit where they wanted.”

18. Richard H. Loftin et al., Our Countrys Communities (Morristown, NJ:
Silver Burdett and Ginn), 1988, p. 246, Grade 3.
“One day a black woman named Rosa Parks got on a bus and found the
back seats filled. She had been working all day and was tired: She sat down
in another seat and was arrested.”

“With Dr. King as their leader, the black people of Montgomery refused
to ride on the bus until they had the same rights as the other riders.”

“They did as he (King) said and finally won out.”

Appendix I

Here is the complete text of “She Would Not Be Moved: The Story of Rosa
Parks and the Montgomery Bus Boycott.”
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It was 1955. Everyone in the African American community in
Montgomery, Alabama, knew Rosa Parks. She was a community
leader, and people admired her courage. All throughout her life she
had opposed prejudice, even if it got her into trouble with Euro-
pean American people.

In those days Alabama was legally segregated. That means
that African American people were prevented by the state law
from using the same swimming pools, schools, and other public
facilities as European Americans. There also were separate
entrances, toilets, and drinking fountains for African Ameri-
cans and European Americans in places such as bus and train
stations. )

The facilities African Americans were allowed to use were not
only separate from the ones European Americans used but were
also very inferior. The reason for this was racism, the belief that
European Americans were superior to African Americans and that
therefore European Americans deserved better facilities.

In those days public buses were divided into two sections, one
at the front for European Americans, which was supposed to be
“for Whites only.” From five to ten rows back the section for
African Americans began. That part of the bus was called the
“Colored” section.

Whenever it was crowded on the city buses African American
people were forced to give up seats in the “Colored” section to
European Americans and move to the back of the bus. For exam-
ple, an elderly African American woman would have to give up her
seat to a European American teenage male. If she refused she could
be arrested for breaking the segregation laws.

December 1, 1955 on her way home from work, Rosa Parks
took the bus as usual. She sat down in the front row of the “Col-

ored” section. As the bus got crowded the driver demanded that-

she give up her seat to a European American man, and move to
the back of the bus. This was not the first time that this had hap-
pened to Rosa Parks. In the past she had refused to move, and the
driver had simply put her off the bus. Mrs. Parks hated segrega-
tion, and along with many other African American people,
refused to obey many of its unfair rules. On this day, she refused
to do what the bus driver demanded.

The bus driver commanded her once more to go to the back
of the bus and she stayed in her seat, lookmg straight ahead and
not moving an inch. It was a hot day and the driver was angry
and became very stubborn. He called a policeman, who arrested

Mis. Parks.
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Mrs. Parks was not the first African American person to be
arrested in Montgomery for refusing to move to the back of the bus.
In the months before her refusal, at least three other people were
arrested for the same reason.-In fact, African American leaders in
Montgomery were planning to overcome segregation. One way they
wanted to do this was to have every African American person boy-
cott the buses. Since most of the bus riders in the city were African
American, the buses would go broke if they refused to let African
Americans and European Americans ride the buses as equals.

From 1949 right up to the day Mrs. Parks refused to move, the
Women'’s Political Council of Montgomery prepared to stage a bus
boycott because of how African Americans were treated on the
bus. They were just waiting for the time to be ripe. Nineteen fifty-
five was the time.

However, none of the people who were arrested before Mrs.
Parks was were leaders. She was a leader, and the day she was
arrested the leadership called a meeting at the Dexter Avenue Bap-
tist Church. They decided to begin their refusal to ride the buses
the next morning. They knew Mrs. Parks had the courage to deal
with the pressure of defying segregation and would not yield even
if her life was threatened.

The next day the Montgomery bus boycott began.

There was 2 young new minister in Montgomery those days.
His name was Martin Luther King, Jr. People in the community
felt that he was a special person and asked him to lead the boycott.
At first he wasn't sure. He worried about the violence that might
result from the boycott. However, he quickly made up his mind
that it was time to destroy segregation and accepted the people’s
call for him to be their leader.

The Montgomery bus boycott lasted 381 days. For over a year the
African American people of Montgomery, Alabama, stayed off the
buses. Some walked to work, others rode bicycles or shared car rides.
It was very inconvenient for them, but they knew that what they
were doing was very important for all African American people in
the South.

The boycott succeeded, and by the end of 1956 African Ameri-
cans and European Americans could ride the buses in Mont-
gomery as equals. However, the struggle for the complete
elimination of segregation had just begun.

We all owe a great deal to the courage and intelligence of Rosa
Parks and the entire African American community of Mont-
gomery, Alabama. They took risks to make democracy work for all
of us.

A PLEA FOR RADICAL
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE

A grave I accidentally discovered in Boston several years ago tempted
me to write a novel for young people. The graveyard contains the remains
of great names in our history such as Crispus Attucks and Samuel Adams,
yet it was the small plot that contains the remains of Christopher Snider
that set me to fantasize a life and think of writing a story about it. Accord-
ing to a plaque at his graveside, Snider was killed on February 22, 1770, at
the age of twelve “the innocent first victim in the struggle between the
colonists and the crown which resulted in Independence.” Was Christo-
pher just caught in a skirmish, and was he really the first victim? Was he a
young revolutionary? Did he hear shots and feel a need to get involved in
the action, or was he on his way home or to work? What did he look like?
Who were his parents 2 Were they rich or poor? Colonists or Loyalists? Was
there an available history of the Snider family in Boston during the 1770s?
The name sounded German. Why were they in Boston? And what hap-
pened in Boston on February 22, 17702 How did Christopher die? Was he
shot, and if so was it intentional? I noticed that Christopher was killed on
George Washington’s birthday, his thirty-eighth, it turns out. What was
‘Washington doing that day? Was there any way to tie these together?
Story possibilities ran through my mind, and upon arriving home I
began to do some research. According to The Growth of the American
Republic by Morrison and Commanger, vol. 1, Fifth Ed. (Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 1962, pp. 168—70), in January 1770, New York City “was the
scene of a serious riot—British troops cut down a liberty pole erected by
the radicals and piled the pieces in front of the Sons of Liberty headquar-
ters. A fight followed on Gordon Hill, the mob using clubs and staves
against the soldiers’ cutlasses and bayonets, and one citizen was killed.
This affair is New YorK’s claim for having been the scene of the ‘first blood-
shed’ of the Revolution.” The Boston Massacre took place on March s,




