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Sent to His Sacred Majesty the Emperor, Our
Sovereign, by Don Fernando Cortés, Captain
General of New Spain.

In which be gives an account of the lands and
provinces without number that be bas newly
discovered in Vucatin in the year 1519 and sub-
jected to His Majesty's Royal Crown. And in
particular be gives an account of a very large and
very rich province called Culua,’ in which there
are large cities and marvelous buildings, much
commerce and great wealth. Among these cities
there is ome more marvelous and wmiore wealthy
than all the others, called Temixtitan,® which has,
with extraordinary skill, been built upon a great
lake, of which city and province a powerful
lord called Mutezumad® is king: here things ter-
rible to relate befell the captain and the Span-
jards. He tells at length of the great dominion
of the said Mutezuma and of its rites and cere-
monies and bow they are performed.
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M ost HIGH AND POWERFUL AND CATHOLIC PRINCE, MOST
INVINCIBLE EMPEROR AND OUR SOVEREIGN:
In a ship which I dispatched to Your Sacred Majesty from
' New Spain on the sixteenth day of June, 1519, I sent a very long and
detailed account of all that had occurred in these lands from the
day I arrived until that date. This relation was carried by Alonso
Hernandez Puerto Carrero and Francisco de Montejo, representa-
tives of the town of Vera Cruz, which I founded in Your High-
ness’s name. Since then, because I have had neither the opporcunity
nor the ships, and because I was occupied in the conquest and pac-
ification of these lands, and, moreover, because I knew nothing of
the aforementioned representatives and their ship, I have not ac-
quainted Your Majesty with all that has happened since. God alone
knows how much this has troubled me; for I wished Your Highness
to know all the things of this land, which, as I have already written
in another report, are so many and of such a kind that one might
call oneself the emperor of this kingdom with no less glory than of
Germany, which, by the Grace of God, Your Sacred Majesty al-
ready possesses. And because to attempt to inform Your Highness
of every detail of these lands and new realms would be to continue
almost forever, I beg Your Highness’s pardon if I do not render as
long an account as I should. Neither my natural aptitudes nor the
conditions in which I find myself favor me in the task. Despite this,
however, I shall make every effort to acquaint Your Highness, as
best I can, with the truth and with all that at the present time Your
Majesty should know. Likewise I beg Your Highness to forgive me
if I do not record all that is necessary and am uncertain of time and
details, or if I do not give the correct names either of some of the
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towns and cities, or of their rulers, who have offered themselves in
the service of Your Highness as your subjects and vassals. For in a
certain misfortune which has recently befallen me, of which I shall
render complete account later in this report, I lost all the proceed-
ings and agreements I had made with the natives of these lands, and
.many other things besides.
| Most Excellent Prince, in the other report I told Your Maj-
esty of the cities and towns which at that time had offered them-
selves to the service of Your Highness and which I held subject. I
also spoke of a great lord called Mutezuma, whom the natives of
these lands had spoken to me about, and who, aécording to the
n}lmber of days they said we would have to march, lived about
ninety or a hundred leagues from the harbor where I disembarked,
And, trusting in God’s greatness and in the might of Your High-
ness’s Royal name, I decided to go and see him wherever he:might
be. Indeed I remember that, with respect to the quest of this lord, I
undertook more than I was able, for I assured Your Highness that I
would- take ‘him alive in chains or make him subject to Your Maj-
esty’s Royal Crown. . B :

. With that purpose I set out from the town of Cempoal,
which I renamed Sevilla, on the sixteenth of August with fifteen
horsemen and three hundred foot soldiers, as well eqﬁipped for war
as the conditions permitted me to make tvhein.‘I left in the town of
Vera Cruz two horsemen and 150 men, to construct a fortress
which is now almost completed; and I left all that provincé of
Ct?mpoal and all the mountains surrounding the town, ‘which con-
tain as many as fifty thousand warriors and fifty towns and for-
tresses, very secure and peaceful; and all of these natives have been
anq still are faithful vassals of Your Majesty, for they were sub-
jects of Mutezuma ‘and, according to what I was told, had been
subdued by force not long previpusly. When they heard through
‘me of Your Highness and of Your véry great Royal power, ‘they
said they wished to become vassals of Your Majesty and my allies,
and asked me to protect them from that great lord who held them
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by tyranny and by force, and took their children to sacrifice to
his idols; and they made many other complaints about him. Because
of this, they have been very loyal and true in the service of Your
Highness, and I believe that they will always be so, as they are now
free of his tyranny, and because they have always been honored
and well treated by me. But to ensure further the safety of all who
remained in Vera Cruz, I brought with me some of their chieftains
with their servants, who were of .no small use to me on my journey.

Because, as I believe I w}qte to Your Majesty in the first
report, some of those who joined my company were servants and
friends of Diego Veldzquez, it troubled them to see what T was
doing in the service of Your Highness, and some of them even
wanted to overthrow me and to leave this land, especially four
Spéniards, Juan Escudero and Diego Cermefio, a pilot, and Gonzalo
de Ungria, also a pilot, and Alonso Pefiate, all of whom voluntarily

-confessed that they had determined to seize a brigantine which was

in-the port with bread and salt pork aboard. They intended to kill
the master of it, return to the .island of Fernandina and inform
Diego Velizquez of how I had sent a ship to Your Highness, and
also of what she was carrying and what course she was to take, so
that the said Diego Velizquez might send ships to lie in wait and
take her. As soon-as he knew this, he did so, for, as I have been
informed, he sent a caravel after that same ship which, if she had
not already passed, would have been taken. Likewise they con-
fessed that there were others who also intended. to warn Diego
Veldzquez. On hearing the confessions of these miscreants, I pun-
ished them according to the law and as, in the circumstances, I
judged would do Your Majesty greatest service.

" As well as the friends and servants of Diego Velizquez who
wished to leave the land, there were others who, when they saw

“how big it was, and how few Spaniards we were against so many,

were of the same mind. Believing, the.refofe, that if the ships re-
mained there would be a rebellion, and once gll those who had re-
solved to go had gone I would be left almost alone, whereby all that
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in the name of God and of Your Highness has been accomplished in

this land would have been prevented, I devised a plan, according to

- which I declared the ships unfit to sail and grounded them;* thus

thf:y lost all hope of escape and I proceeded in greater safety and

with no fear that once my back was turned the people I had left in
the town would betray me.

Eight or ten days after I ran the ships aground, and having

already left the town of VeraCruz for that of Cempoal, which is

. four leagues distant and whence I was to continue my journey, I

heard from Vera Cruz that four ships were sailing off the coast and:

that the captain® whom I had left in charge had gone out to them in
a-boat, and they had told him that they were from Francisco de
Garay, lieutenant and governor of the island of J'amaica, and that
they had come to explore. The captain had told them how I, in the
name of Your Highness, had settled in this land and had founded a
town there, one league from where the ships were; that they might
go there and I would be informed of their arrival. If they were
.short of anything they could obtain it there; he would lead them
into the port which he pointed out to them. They replied that they
had already seen the port as they had sailed past it, and that they
zwl)luld (}110 as h; said. He returned to the port, but the ships did not
ollow him and were still sailin i
o o him and g along the coast, with what purpose
On hearing this, I left at once tor Vera Cruz, where I learnt
that the ships were anchored three leagues down the coast and that
no one had landed from them. From there I set off with a few fol-
lowers to gather information, but when I had come within almost
one league of them I met three men from the ships, one of whom
said he was a notary. The other two were to be witnesses, or so I
was told, of the serving of a notice. They said that their captain had
tok.i them to give me a document they had brought with them
which informed me that he had discovered that lanid and wished to
co'lonize it. He therefore desired to discuss frontiers with me, for he
wished to set up a base five leagues down the coast beyond Naute-
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cal, which is a city twelve leagues from Vera Cruz and which is
now called Almerfa.?® I told them to rejoin their captain and to sail
to Vera Cruz, where we would talk and discover what they had
come for. And if his ships were in need of anything I would help
him as best I could. Since he said that he came in the service of Your
Sacred Majesty, I too said I desired nothing except insofar as I
might serve Your Highness thereby, which in helping him I be-
lieved I was doing.

- They replied that qn,n:lgount would Captain Garay or
anyone else land, not even to meet ‘me; and seeing how reluctant
they were to appear before. me; I'thought that they must have done
some damage in theland. -~ .~ . o o o

When night fell T crept very silently up to the shore just
opposite where the ships were anchored, and there I lay hidden
until almost noon the following day, thinking ghat the captain or
pilot would come ashore and that I might discover from them what
they had done or where they had been; and if they had done any
damage in the land, I would send them to Your Holy Majesty. But
neither they nor anyone else came ashore, so I made those who had
brought the summons remove their clothes, which I put on three
men of my own company whom I ordered to go down to the beach
and signal to the ships. As soon as they saw them, they sent out a
boat with as many as ten or twelve men aboard armed with cross-
bows and harquebuses. The men who had been signaling from the
shore then left the beach as though seeking the shade of some
bushes which were nearby. Four men landed, two crossbowmen
and two harquebusiers, who, s they were surrounded by the Span-
iards I had placed on the beach, were taken. One of these was mas-
ter of one of the ships; and he tried to fire his harquebus, which
would have killed the captain I had put in charge of Vera Cruz had
not Our Lord prevented the fuse from igniting. Those who re-
mained in the boat put out to sea, but, before they had reached
them, the ships had hoisted their sails without waiting or wishing to
discover anything from them. Those who remained behind told me
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that they had reached a river? thirty leagues down the coast from
Almerfa, and that they had been well received by the natives and
had bartered with them for food. They had seen some gold which
the Indians brought but not much. And they had bartered for as
much as three thousand gold castellanos. They had only gone
ashore when they saw some villages by the riverbanks which were
so close they could see them clearly from the ships. There were no
stone buildings, all of the houses being buile- of straw, although
some of the floors were raised and made by hand. All of which I
later heard more fully from Mutezuma and from certain interpret-
ers of that land which he had with him.

I sent these men I had caprured, together with an Indian
whom they had brought from that river, and some other messen-
pers of Mutezuma, to the lord of thar river, who is called Pinuco,
to persuade him to the service of Your Holy Majesty, He sent back
with them an important person and, they told me, the chief of a
village, who gave me some clothes, stones and featherwork from
him, saying that he and all his subjects were very well pleased to be
Your Highness's vassals and my friends. I then gave them things
from Spain with which he was very pleased, so much so thar when
other ships arrived from Francisco de Garay (of which T will tell
Your Majesty later) this Pinuco sent me word that these ships
were in another river, five or six days' journey from there. He
wished to know if those who traveled in them were of my party,
for if so, he would give them whatever they needed; and that he
had sent them some women, and chickens and other things to eat,

Most Powerful Lord, I traveled for three days through the
country and the kingdom of Cempoal, where I was very well re-
ceived and accommodated by all the natives. On the fourth day I
entered a provinee which is called Sienchimalem,® in which there is
a town which is very strong and built in a defensible position on the
side of a very steep mountain. There is only one entrance, up steep
steps which can only be climbed on foor and that with considerable
difficulty. In the plain there are many villages and hamlets of five or
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vhree or two hundred inhabitants, so that tﬁmf are in a]l as many. as

five or six thousand warriors; and this land is in. the kingdom  of

Mutezuma. Here they received me ' very. well :md generously

provided the provisions I needed for the journey. :T;nqr told me
that they lnew I was going to visit their lord Mutezuma, and that I

should be confident he was my friend and had sent word thatp they
were to give me every facility, for they served him by so doing. 1
responded to their great kindness by 'gaying that.Your Majesty had
received news of him and had sent me, to see him, andi thr{t I was
going for no other purpose. Then I went over a pass whfch is at the
frontier of this province, and we called it Nombre de Dios, because
i was the first we had crossed in these lands: it is so rough and steep
that there is none in Spain so difficult. Bur I did cross ir, safely and
without adverse incident. On the slopes below the pass there are
other villages and a fortress called Ceyxnacan,” which also t{elungs
to Mutezuma; here we were no less well received hun ar Sienchi-

malen; also, they told us, because Mutezuma wished it. And [ re-

plied as befare. .
From there I continued for three days through desert coun-

try which is uninhabitable because of its infertility and lack of
water and because of the extreme cold. God knows how much my
people suffered from thirst and hunger, and especially from a hail-
and rainstorm that hit us there, which T thought would cause the
deaths of many peeple from cold; and indeed several qumx:.s from
the island of Fernandina who had not enough to wear did die from
it. After three days we crossed another pass not 5o steep as the ﬁ{'st.
Ar the top of it there was a small tower, almost like a wayside
shrine, in which they kept a number of idols, and around the tower
were more than a thousand cartloads of firewood, all very well
stacked; for this reason we called it the Firewood Pns?,“’ On th‘c
descent from this pass, between some very steep mountains, there is
a valley thickly inhabited with pcnp}c Wh.n scr?rrlucd to be very poor.
After going two leagucs through this region Tfnhuut len.rmng nr;l:.r-
thing abour it, I reached a flarter place where the chief of that
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valley appeared to live; for he had the largest and the best-
constructed buildings we had seen in that land so far. They were all
- of dressed stone and very well built and very new, and they had
very large and beautiful halls in them and many rooms, also well
built: this valley and town are called Caltanmi.** By the chief and
the people I was very well received and lodged.
After I had spoken to him on behalf of Your Majesty and of
the reason for my coming to these parts, I asked him if he was a
vassal. of Mutezuma or owed some other allegiance. And he showed
surprise at my question, and asked who was not a vassal of Mute-
zun'm, meaning that here he is king of the whole world. I replied by
telling h.1m of the great power of Your Majesty and of the many
other princes, greater than Mutezuma, who were Your Highness's
vassals and considered it no small favor to be so; Mutezuma also
would become one; as would all the natives of these lands. I there-
f?re asked him to become one, for if he did it would be greatly to
his honor and advantage, but if, on the other hand, he refused to
obe}.r he would be punished. And to acknowledge that he had been
received into Your Royal service, I begged him to give me some
gold to .send to Your Majesty. He replied that he had gold but
w?uld give me none unless Mutezuma commanded it, but that once
this had been done he would surrender to me the gold and his own
person and all that he had. So as not to offend him and for fear that
some calamity might befall my endeavor and my journey, I dissem-
bled as best I could and told him that very soon I would h;ve Mute-
zuma order him to give the gold and all that he owned.

Here two other chieftains who held lands in that valley
came to see me: one lived four leagues down the valley and the
other two leagues up the valley, and they gave me several gold
necklaces (?f little weight and value and seven or eight female slaves.
After staying there four or five days, I lefc them all very pleased
and. went up the valley to the town of the other chief I spoke of
which is called Ystacmastitdn.!? His territory consists of some thre;
or four leagues’ extent of built-up land, lying in the valley floor
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beside a small river which runs through it. On a very high hill is this

chief’s house, with a better fortress than any to be found in the

middle of Spain, and fortified with better walls and barbicans and

earthworks. On top of this hill live some five or six thousand inhabi-

rants with very good houses and somewhat richer than those living

in the valley. Here likewise I was very well received, and this chief

said that he was also a vassal of Mutezuma. I remained in this town

three days, to allow my people tosrecover from the hardships they

had suffered in the desert as well\as to await the return of four
native messengers from Cempoal who had come with me and whom
I had sent from Catalmy to a very lﬁrge province called Tascal-
teca,'® which they told me was very close by, and so it seemed to be.
They had also told me that the natives of this province were their
friends and very hated enemies of Mutezuma, and they wished to
be my allies for they were many and very strong. They shared a
large frontier with Mutezuma and fought contindal wars with him
and would help me if Mutezuma wished to oppose me. But the
whole time T was in that valley, which was eight days in all, the
messengers did not return; so I asked those chieftains of Cempoal
who traveled in my company why the messengers had not returned.
They replied that the land must be far away and they could not
return so quickly. When I saw how long they were in coming,
and that the chieftains of Cempoal so assured me of the friendship
and good faith of those of that province, I set out thither.

'On leaving this valley I found a great barrier built of dry
stone and as much as nine feet high, which ran right across the val-
ley from one mountain range to the other.** It was some twenty

aces wide and all along the top was a battlement a foot and a half
thick to provide an advantageous position for battle; it had only
one entrance, some ten paces wide. At this entrance one wall dou-
bled over the other, in the manner of a ravelin, within a space of
forty paces, so that the entrance was not direct but had turns in it.
When I asked the reason for this wall they replied that that was the
frontier of the province of Tascalteca, whose inhabitants were Mu-
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tezuma’s enemies and were always at war with him. The natives of
the valley, because I was going to see Mutezuma their lord, begged
me not to go through the territory of his enemies, for they might be
hostile to me and do me some harm; they themselves would lead me
to Mutezuma without leaving his territory, in which I would al-
ways be well received.

But those of Cempoal told me not to do this, but to go
through Tascalteca, for what the others had said was oniy to pre-
vent me from forming an alliance with that province. They said
that all Mutezuma’s people were wicked traitors and would lead me
to a place whence I could not escape. As I held those of Cempoal in
gx:eater esteemn than the others, I took their advice, leading my men
with as much caution as possible. And I, with some six horsemen
rode half a league ahead, not in anticipation of what later befell me’
but to explore the land, so that if anything should happen I might’
have time to gather and instruct my men.

. After proceeding four leagues, we reached the brow of a
hill, and the two horsemen who went in front of me saw some Indi-
ans dressed in the feathers they wear in battle, and bearing swords
an(.i bucklers, who when they saw the horses began to run away. I
arrleed soon after and I called out to them to return and not to be

: ;frafld; as we approached them (there must have been about fifteen
»nilz::sj tll:i}r banded together and began to throw spears and to
fiercely with us that they killed two horses and wounded three
others and two horsemen. At this point the others appeared who
must h?ve been four or five thousand. Some eight horsemen were
now with me, not counting the dead, and we fought them making
several charges while we waited for the other soldiers whom I had
sent a ho.rseman to fetch; and in the fighting we did them some
damage, in that we killed fifty or sixty of them and ourselves
;uffcx:ed 1;;) harm, although they fought with great courage and
erocity. But as we w. i

retrcattzfd s ere all mounted we attacked in safety and

I people who were in a valley. They fought so -
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When they saw our men approaching, they withdrew, for
they were few, and left us the field. After they had gone, several
messengers arrived, who said they came from the chieftains of that

rovince and with them two of the messengers I had sent, who said
that the lords of the province knew nothing of what those others
had done; for they were of an independent community and had
done it without his permission. They regretted what had happened
and would pay me for the horses which had been killed; they
wanted to be my friends, wished m¢ good fortune and said I would
be welcomed by them. I replied that T was grateful to them and that
I held them as friends and would go where they said. That night I
was forced to sleep in a river bed one league beyond where this
happened, for it was late and the men were tired.

There I took all the precautions I could, with watchmen and

scouts both on foot and on horseback. When it was light I de-

parted, keeping my vanguard and baggage in Jose formation and

my scouts in front. When, at sunrise, I arrived at a very small vil-
lage I found the other two messengers weeping, saying that they
had been tied up to be killed, but had escaped that night. Only a
stone’s throw from them there appeared a large number of Indians,
heavily armed, who with a great shout began to attack us with
many javelins and arrows. I began to deliver the formal requerimi-
ento through the interpreters who were with me and before a no-
tary, but the longer I spent in admonishing them and requesting
peace,’ the more they pressed us and did us as much harm as they
could. Secing therefore that nothing was to be gained by the reque-
rimiento or prdtestations we began to defend ourselves as best we
could, and so drew us fighting into the midst of more than 100,000
warriors who surrounded us on all sides. We fought all day long
until an hour before sunset, when they withdrew; with half a dozen
guns and five or six harquebuses and forty crossbowmen and with
the thirteen horsemen who remained, I had done them much harm
without receiving any except from exhaustion and hunger. And it
truly seemed that God was fighting for us, because from such a
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multitude, such fierce and able warriors\md with so many kinds of
weapons to harm us,'® we escaped so lightly. -
That night I fortified a small tower on top of a hill, whe
‘they kept their idols. When it was day I left two hundred n,xen a r:;
all the artillery behind and rode out to attack them with the ho }
men, one hundred foot soldiers and four hundred Indians of thozzei
brought from Cempoal, and three hundred from Yztaemestitan [sic]
Before they had time to rally, I burnt five or six small places of abou.
a hundred inhabitants, and took prisoner about four hundred ert
sons, both men and women; and returned to the cam haxfr)in ,
suffered no loss whatever. The following day at dawn, nfore thag
149,000 men, who covered the entire ground, attacked the cam
.\Ylth such force that some of them broke in and fought the S anP
iards hapd to hand. We then went out and charged them ang s<;
much did Our Lord help us that in four hours’ fighting ’we had
a;it;;ance: so far.that they could no longer harm us in the camp
:V he(r)lug] i ;l;?; rszgl made some attacks. And so we fought until late,
. Thc? following day I left before dawn by a different route
without being observed, with the horsemen, a hundred foot soldiers,
and my Indian allies. I burnt more than ten villages, in one of which
there were more than three thousand houses, where the inhabitants

fought with us, although there was no one there to help them. As
we were c.arrying the banner of the Cross and were fight.ing for.our'
Faith ar.ld in the service of Your Sacred Majesty in this Your Royal
enterprise, God gave us such a victory that we killed many of chm
without ou;selves receiving any hurt. Having gained oui‘l victory
we returned to camp a li i ’
i el direct[i)ons. ttle after midday, for the enemy was gath-
. The following day messengers arrive ieftai
saying that they wished ):o be vasgsals of Yoirfrl(-)lr?gl:::s:l;:gmn?s
friends; and. they begged me to forgive them for what the hazi’
done, I replied that they had done wrong, but that I was cont)e’nt t
be their friend and to forgive what they had done. The next da;
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some fifty Indians who, it seemed, ‘were .people of importance
among them, came to the camp saying they were bringing food,
and began to inspect the entrances and exits and some huts where
we were living. The men from Cempoal came to me and said I
should take notice of the fact that the newcomers were bad men
and had come to spy and see how we could be harmed, and I could
be certain that that was their only i)\ifpose in coming. I ordered one
of them to be captured discreetly s& that the others did not see, and
I took him aside and through the inteERreters threatened him so that
he should tell me the truth. He confessed that Sintengal,'® who is
captain general of this province, was waiting with many men be-
hind some hills opposite the camp to fall on us that night, because,
they said, they had fought with us by day and gained nothing and
now wished to try by night, so that their people should fear neither
the horses nor the guns nor the swords. They had been sent to spy
out our camp and to see where it could be entered, and how they
might burn the straw huts. Then I had another Indian seized and
questioned him likewise, and he repeated what the other had said
and in the same words. Then I took five or six and they all con-
frmed what I had heard, so [ took all fifty and cut off their hands
and sent them to tell their chief that by day or by night, or when-
ever they chose to come, they would see who we were. I had the
camp fortified as best I could, and deployed my men where 1

thought most advantageous, and so remained on the alert until the
’

sun set.
When night fell the enemy began to come down through
two valleys, thinking that they were unobserved and could draw
close to us the better to accomplish their purpose. But as I was well
and it seemed to me that it would be disadvan-
for at night they would
on t and

prepared I saw them,
tageous to allow them to reach the camp;
be unable to see the damage my people inflicted on them,
would be all the more intrepid. I was also afraid that as the Span-
iards would not be able to see them, some of them might show less
boldness in their fighting. Moreover, [ was afraid they might set fire
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to the camp, which would have been so disastrous that none of
would l?ave escaped. I therefore determined to ride out to meus
them with all the horsemen to frighten and scatter them so th -
would be unable to reach the camp. And so it was that when they
saw t'hat we intended to attack them on horseback they. withoeuy
stopng or shouting, made off into the maize fields of u"hich th't
.land is full. They unloaded some of the provisions they were carr -
ing for the celebrations they intended to hold once they had utter{’-
defcated. us; and so they left us in peace for the rest of the ni hZ
After this occurrence I did not leave the camp for several daysgex-.
:;gtSlt:i)r :;_f;?d the entrance from some Indians who came to shout
. When we had rested somewhat, I went out one night, after
msPectmg the first watch, with a hundred foot soldiers, our I’ndian
allies and the horsemen; and one league from the camr; five of the
‘horses fell and would go no further, so I sent them back. And al
though all those who were with me in my company uréed me t<-)
retum,.for it was an evil omen, I continued on my way secure in
the belief that God is more powerful than Nature. Before it was
dawn I attacked two towns, where I killed many people, but I did
not burn the houses lest the fires should alert the otiler towns
neart?y. At dawn I came upon another large town containing, ac-
ci)rdmg to an inspection I had made, more than twenty thou,sand
the women and children ran naked through the streets, and I began
to do them some harm. When they saw that they could not resist
several men of rank of the town came to me and begged me to d(;
them no mf)re harm, for they wished to be Your Highness’s vassals
and my a.lhes. They now saw that they were wrong in not havin
been willing to assist me; from thenceforth I would see how theg
would do all that I, in Your Majesty’s name, commanded them tz;
;1:, artlg they ;VOU]d be Your faithful vassals. Then, later, more than
ur thousand ¢ i i i
four thous: Very?;].to me in peace and led me outside to a spring
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- And so I left them pacified and returned to our camp where
[ found that those who had remained behind were very afraid that
some danger had befallen me because of the omen they had seen in
the return of the horses the night before. But after they heard of
the victory which God had been pleased to give us, and how we
had pacified those villages, there was great rejoicing, for I assure
Your Majesty that there was amongst us not one who was not very
much afraid, seeing how deep into this country we were and among
so many hostile people and so entirel\x without hope of help from
anywhere. Indeed, heard it whispered, and almost spoken out
loud, that I was a Pedro Carbonero!” to have led them into this place
from which they could never escape. And, moreover, standing
where I could not be seen, I heard certain companions in a hut say
that if I was crazy enough to go where I could not return, they
were not, and that they were going to return to he sea, and if I
wished to come with them, all well and good, but if not, they
would abandon me. Many times 1 was asked to turn back, and 1
encouraged them by reminding them that they were Your High-
ness’s vassals and that never at any time had Spaniards been found
wanting, and that we were in a position to win for Your Majesty
the greatest dominions and kingdoms in the world. Moreover, as
Christians we were obliged to wage war against the enemies of our
Faith; and thereby we would win glory in the next world, and, in
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this, greater honor and renown than any gencration beko
time. They should observe that God was on our side, and to Him
nothing is impossible, for, as they saw, we had won so many victo-
res in which so many of the enemy had died, and none of us. I told
them other things which occurred to me of this nature, with which,
and Your Highness's Royal favor, they were much encouraged and
determined to follow my intentions and to do what I wished, which
was to complete the enterprise [ had begun.

On the following day at ten o’clock, Sintengal, the captain
general of this province, came to see¢ me, together with some fifty
men of rank, and he begged me on his own behalf, and on behalf of
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Magiscasin,'® who is the most important person in the entire proy-
ince, and on behalf of many other lords, to admit them to Your
Highness’s Royal service and to my friendship, and to forgive them
their past errors, for they did not know who we were. They had
tried with all their forces both by day and by night to aveid being
subject to anyone, fo;' this province never had been, nor had they
ever had an over-all ruler. For they had lived in freedom and inde-
pendence from time immemorial and had .always defended them-
selves against the great power of Mutezuma and against his ances-
tors, who had subjugated all those lands but had never been able to
reduce them to servitude, although they were surrounded on all
sides and had no place by which to leave their land. They ate no salt
because there was none in their land;* neither could they go and
buy it elsewhere, nor did they wear cotton because it did not grow
there on account of the cold; and they were lacking in many other
things through being so enclosed. .
All of which they suffered willingly in return for being
free and subject to no one, and with me they had wished to do the
same; to which end, as they said, they had used all their strength
but saw clearly that neither it nor their cunning had been of any
use. They would rather be Your Highness’s vassals than sce their
houses destroyed and their women and children killed. I replied
that they should recognize they were to blame for the harm they
had fCCCiVCd, for I had come to their land 't'nini(ing that I came toa
land of friends because the men of Cempoal had assured me thar it
was so. I had sent my messengers on ahead to tell them thar I was
coming and that I wished to be their friend. But without reply they
had attacked me on the road while I was unprepared and had killed
two horses and wounded others. And after they had fought me,
they sent messengers to tell me that it had been done withaur their
consent by certain communities who were responsible; but they
were not involved and had now rebuked those others for it and
desired my friendship. I had believed them and had told them that [
was pleased and would come on the following day and go among
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chem as [ would among friends. And again. they had attacked me on
he road and had fought.all .day until mghtfall:' And I reminded
chem of everything else that they had done aga.unst me anfi many
other things which in order not to tire Your Highness w1ll'omxt.
Finally, they offered themselves as vassals in the Royal service of
Your Majesty and offered their persons and fortunes and' so they
have remained until today and ‘will, T think, always remain so for
what reason Your Majesty will sed hereafter.

I did not then leave the caqp for six or seven days, for 1
dared not trust them, although they‘\begged me to come to a great
city of theirs where all the chiefs of the province are accustomed to
ive. These chiefs even came themselves and pleaded with me to g0
to the city, for there I should be better enteftaine‘.i and supplied
with all the things I needed which were not available in the country-
side. They were ashamed to see me so poorly accommodated,.for
thev held me as their friend, and both they and b were Your I:Ilng-
|1cs-;'_-; vassals; and because of their pleas [ went to the city, which is
six leapues from our camp. ‘ , .

“The city is so big and so remarkable that., although ther.e is
much 1 could say of it which I shall omit, the little I will say is, 1
think, almost unbelievable, for the city is much larger than Granada
and very much stronger, with as good buildings and many more
people chan Granada had when it was taken, and very much better
supplied with the produce of the land, namely, brea.d, fowl and
|3;1[rr:u and fresh-water fish and vegetables and other things they eat
which are very good.? There is in this city a market where each
and cvery day upward of thisty thousand people come to buy an.d
sell. without counting the other trade which goes on elsewhere.m
:hclcin-'. In this market there is everything they might need or }Vlsh
to rr:!cie; provisions as well as clothing and footwear. There is jew-
elry of gold and silver and precious stones and other ornaments of
featherwork and all as well laid out as in any square or marketplace
i+ the world. There is much pottery of many sorts and as good as
the best in Spain. They sell #* a great deal of firewood and charcoal
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and medicinal and cooking herbs. There are establishments like bar-
" bers’ where they have their hair, washed and are shaved, and there
.are baths. Lastly: there is amongst them every consequence of good

order and courtesy, and they are such'an orderly and intelligent

people that the best in Africa cannot equal them. - '

- In this province, which is in size ninety leagues or more
about, there are many beautiful valleys and plains, all cultivated and
harvested, leaving no place untilled; and.the orderly manner in
which, until now, these people have been governed is almost like
that of the states of Venice or Genoa or Pisa, for they have no
overlord. There are many chiefs, all of whom reside in this city,
and the country towns contain peasants who are vassals of these
lords and each of whom holds his land independently; some have

- more than others, and for their wars they join together and to-
gether they plan and direct them. ‘

-+ Itis thought that there must be some form of law for punish-
ing wrongdoers, because one of the natives of this province stole
some gold from a Spaniard and I told Magiscasin, who is the great-
est of all the chiefs, and they searched for him and pursued him to a
city that is close by, called Churultecal,?? and from there they

‘brought him prisoner and delivered him to me together with the
gold and told me to punish him. I thanked them for the diligence
they had shown in this matter, and told them that since I was in
their land they should punish him as they were accustomed, and
that I did not wish to interfere by punishing their own people, for
which they thanked me and took him and with a crier who an-
nounced his crime publicly had him marched through that great
marketplace. They made him stand below a kind of stage which is
in the middle of this marketplace, and the crier climbed to the top
of the stage and in a loud voice again announced his crime; when
they saw him they all beat him over the head with cudgels until he
died. Many others we have seen in captivity, where they say they
are held for thefts and other crimes.?® There are in this province,
according to the investigation I had made, 150,000 inhabitants to-
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ether with another small province which is adjacent, called Guasyn-
cango,* and there they live as these do with 'no ‘natural lord; and
these are no less Your Highness's vassals than those of Tascalteca.
Most Catholic Lord, while I was in the camp which I 'had in
the country during the war with this'province,:six chieftains'of
rank, vassals of Mutezuma, came to.see:me'withas many. as two
hundred men in artendance. They, told me that they: had come on
behalf of Murezuma to inform rrrs\ how he wished to be Your
Highness's vassal and my ally, and thit I should say what 1 wifhed
him to pay as an annual Z‘ibum to Yous Highness in gold. and sleer
and jewels as well as slaves, cotton, clothing and other thmgs which
he possessed; all of which he would give, provided that I did r'xot go
to his land, the reason being that it was very barren and lacking in
all provisions and it would grieve him if I and those who came with
me should be in want. With them he sent me almost a thousand
pesos de oro and as many cotton garments, such as they wear. ‘
They stayed with me during much of the war and remained
until the end, when they saw clearly what Spaniards are capable of
and the peace we made with those of this province and how the
lords and all the inhabitants offered themselves to the service of
Your Sacred Majesty, It appeared that they were rather displeased
at this, since they made many and varied attempts to cause trouble
between me and those people, saying that they were not speaking
¢he truth nor was the friendship they offered me sincere, but that
all this was done so that they might dispel my suspicions and thus
betray me with impunity. The people of Tascalteca, on the other
lm:zd; warned me many times not to trust Mutezuma’s vassals, for
they were traitors and everything they did was done with treach-
ery and cunning; and that in this manner they had subjugated the
whole land. Tb:w warned me of all this as true friends, and inas-
much s they were people who were well acquainted with their
behavior, When I saw the discord and animosity between these two
peaples I was not a little pleased, for it seemed to further my pur-
pose considerably; consequently I might have,the opportunity of
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subduing them more quickly, for, as the saying goes, “divided the
fall.” . And I remember that one of the Gospels says, “Omme
regnum. in seipsum divisum desolabitur.” * So 1 maneuvered one
against the other and thanked each side for their warnings and told
each that I held his friendship to be of more worth than the other’s
After having spent twenty days in this city, those lords'
Mutcz.uma’s messengers, who were always with me, asked me to g(;
to a city called Churultecal, which is six leagueé from Tascalteca
for the people there were Mutezuma’s allies, and there we shbuld,
know Mutezuma’s wishes, whether I was to go to his land or not
and. some of their number would go and tell him what I had said’
and .would return with his reply, although they knew that certair;
of his messengers were waiting there to speak with me. I told them
that I would go-and advised them on what day I would leave: And
“when those of Tascalteca heard what the others had planned with
me, and that I had agreed to go to that city with them, the chiefs
came to me much distressed and warned me on no account to go
for a trap had been prepared to kill me in that city and all my com:
panions, and that for this purpose Mutezuma had sent from his iand
(for some part of it bordered with this state) fifty thousand men
who were garrisoned two leagues'from the city. They had closed
the highroad by which they usually traveled, and had made a new
one full of holes and with sharpened stakes driven into the ground
and covered up so that the horses would fall and cripple themselves;
they had walled up many of the streets and piled stones on the roéfs:
of the h01.1scs so that after we had entered the city they might cap-
ture us without difficulty and do with us as they wistied. And if I
msheq to confirm all they said, T should take notice of the fact that
the 'chxef§ of that city had never come to see me, althoﬁgh it was so
near, while the people of Guasincango, which is farther aWay had
come; and I should se;’fd for them and I would see that they v:ould-
rc;fgse to come, I thanked them for their warning arid asked them'to
givé me messengers that I might send for them. This they did, and
I sent them to ask those chiefs to come to me, for I wished to S:péak
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«0 them about certain matters on behalf of Your Highness and to
explain to them the reason of my coming to this land oty dl bt
" These messengers went and delivered my: message to: the
chiefs of that city, and they sent back two or three persons of no
great importance who told me that they had come on behalf of
those chiefs who could not come themselves because they were
sick; and that I should tell them what I wanted. The people of Tas-
calteca said that this was a trick; £dr those messengers were men of
little consequence and that 1 should ‘on no account depart from
there until the chiefs of that city had come. I spoke to those messen-
gers and told them that an embassy from so high a prince as Your
Sacred Majesty should not be received by persons such as they, and
that even their masters were hardly worthy to receive it; therefore
the chiefs should appear before me within three days to owe obedi-
ence to Your Highness and offer themselves as your vassals. I
warned them that if they did not appear within the period 1 speci-
fied, I would march against them and destroy them as rebels who
refused to subject themselves ‘to the dominion of Your Highness.
For this purpose I sent them a command signed in my name and
witnessed by a notary, together with a long accounit concerning the
Royal person of Your Sacred Majesty and of my coming, telling
them how these parts and other much greater lands and dominions
all belonged to Your Highness, and that those who wished to be
Your vassals would be honored and aided, but that on the other
hand, those who rebelled would be punished in accordance with the
law. . e :
On the following day, some or nearly all the chiefs of the
above-mentioned city came and said that if they had not come
before it was because the people of that province were their enemies
and they dared not enter their land because they did not feel safe
there. They believed I had been told things unfavorable to them,
but I should sot believe what I heard because it was the word of
enemies and not the truth, and I should go to their city, for there
I would recognize that all T had been told was false and that what
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they said was indeed true. From thenceforth they offered them

selves as vassals of Your Sacred Majesty and swore to remain s-

always and to serve and assist in all things that Your Highness com(.)

mapded them. A notary set all this down through the interpreter

which I had. Still I determined to go with them; on the onephandS

so as not to show weakness and, on the other, because I hoped to'

conduct my business with Mutezuma from that city because it

bordered on his territory, as I have said, and on the road between
~the two there is free travel and no frontier restrictions.

v ~ When the people of Tascalteca saw my determination it dis-
tressed them considerably, and they told me many’ times that I was
m,lstak.en, but since they were vassals of Your Sacred Majeét};' and
my friends they would go with me to assist me in whatever mi ‘Bt
happen. Although I opposed this and asked them not to come, a{sg it
was unnecessary, they followed me with some 100,000 men ali well
armed for war, and came within two leagues of the cit)’r. After
pluch persuasion on my part they returned, though there remained
in my company some five or six thousand of them. That night I
slept in a ditch, hoping to divest myself of these people in case the
caused trouble in the city, and because it was already late é:’n()'ii'%i
and I did not want to enter too late. The following morning thg
came put of the city to greet me with many trumpets and d’rumsy
including many persons whom they regard as priests in thcjr,
temples, dressed in traditional vestments and singing after their "
fasl.uon, as they do in the temples. With such ceremony they led
us into the city and gave us very good quarters, where all those
In my company were most comfortable. There they brought us

food, though not sufficient. On the road we had come across
many of the signs which the natives of that province had warned us
about, for we found the highroad closed and another made and
some holes, though not many; and some of the streets of the cit
were barricaded, and there were piles of stones on‘all the roofs Al};
this made us more alert and more cautious. .
There I found several of Mutezuma’s messengers who came
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and spoke with those who were with me, but to me they said merely
that they had come to discover from those others what they had
agreed with me, so as to go and inform their master. So after they
had spoken with them, they left; and with them went one of the
most important of those who had been with me before. During the
three days I remainéd in that city they fed us worse each day, and
the lords and principal persons of.the city came only rarely to sce
and speak with me. And being so what disturbed by this, my in-
terpreter, who is an Indian woman? \&om Putunchan, which is the
great river of which I spoke to 'Your Majesty in the first letter, was
told by another Indian woman and a native of this city that very
close by many of Mutezuma’s men were gathered, and that the

i

eople of the city had serit-away their -women and children and all
their belongings, and were about to fall on us and kill us all; and
that if she wished to escape she should go.'with l\er and she would
shelter here. All this she told to Gerénimo de Aguilar, an interpreter
whom I acquired in Yucatin, of whom I have also written to Your
Highness; and he informed me. I then seized one of the natives of
this city who was passing by and took him aside secretly and ques-

tioned him; and he confirmed what the woman and the natives of
Tascalteca had told me. Because of this and because of the signs 1
had observed, I decided to forestall an attack, and I sent for some of
the chiefs of the city, saying that I wished to speak with them. I put
them in a room and meanwhile warned our men to be prepared,
when a harquebus was fired, to fall on the many Indians who were
outside our quarters and on those who were inside. And so it was
done, that after I had put the chiefs in ‘the room, I left them bound
up and rode away and had the harquebus fired, and we fought so
hard that in two hours more than three thousand men were killed.
So that Your Majesty should realize how well prepared they were,
even before I left my quarters they had occupied all the streets and
had placed all their people at the ready, although, as we took them
by surprise, they were easy to disperse, especially because 1 had
imprisoned their Jeaders. I ordered some towers and fortified houses
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from which they were attacking us to be set on fire. And so I pro-
ceeded through the city fighting for five hours or more, Iea\[r)in
our quarters, which were in a strong position, secure. Finally all thE
people were driven out of the city in many directions, for some five
thousand Indians from Tascalteca and another. four hundred fro
Cempoal were assisting me.*" "
When I returned I spoke to those chiefs I had imprisoned
and asked them for what reason they had wished to kill me treach-,
erously. They replied that they were not to blame, for those of
Culua, who were Mutezuma’s vassals, had forced them to it, and
that Mutezuma had garrisoned in a place, which later was fou;ld to
be a league and a half from there, fifty thousand men for that pur-
pose. But now they knew that they had been tricked, and the
a.sked that one or two of them should be freed so as to fetch into th);
cxty.the women and children and the belongings which they had
outside. They begged me to forgive them their mistake and assured
me that .they would not be deceived in future, and they would be
Yoor Highness’s very true and faithful vassals and my allies. After
having spoken to them at length concerning their error, I freed two
of them, and on the following day the whole city was reoccupied
and full of women and children, all unafraid, as though nothing}l)laa
happened. Then I set free all the other chiefs on the condition that
they promised to serve Your Majesty most loyally.

After fifteen or twenty days which I remained there the city
and the land were so pacified and full of people that it seemed as if
no one were missing from it, and their markets and trade were car-
rx.ed on as before. I then restored the friendly relations between this
city of Curultecal [sic] and Tascalteca, which had existed in the
reoent past, before Mutezuma had attracted them to his friendshi
with gifts and made them enemies of the others.?® ’

This city of Churultecal is situated in a plain and has as
many as twenty thousand houses within the main part of the city
and as many again in the outskirts. It is an independent state having
fixed frontiers; the people owe obedience to no overlord but are
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overned like those of Tascalteca. L'I‘hc" people: of - this city wear
somewhat more clothes than those of Tascalteca, for thc respected
citizens among them wear burnooses over their other garments, but
they are different from those worn in Africa because they have
armholes, although in the shape and the cloth and in the hems they
are very similar. Since those troubles, they have all been and con-
tinue to be very faithful vassals af Your Majesty and very obedient
in whatever I, in Your Royal narrg, have requested of them, and 1

believe that they will remain so.
This state is very rich in crops, for it possesses much land,

most of it irrigated. The city itself is more beautiful to look at than
any in Spain, for it is very well proportioned and has many towers.
And 1 assure Your Highness that from a temple I counted more
than 430 towers, and they were all of temples. From here to the
coast I have seen no city so fit for Spaniards to live in, for it has
water and some common lands suitable for raking cattle, which
none of those we saw prcviously had, for there are so many people
living in these parts that not one foot of land is uncultivated, and
yet in many places they suffer hardships for lack of bread. And
there are many poor people who beg from the rich in the streets as
the poor doin Spain and in other civilized places.

I spoke to those of Mutezuma’s messengers who were with
me of the treachery attempted upon me in that city, and how the
chiefs had said that it had been done on Mutezuma’s orders, and
that I'could scarcely believe that such a great lord should send his
messengers and such esteemed persons as he had sent me to say that
he was my friend, and meanwhile should be seeking a way to attack
me by another’s hand so that he might avoid responsibility if all did
not turn out as he hoped. But since it was true that he did not keep
his word or speak the truth, I had changed my plans: whereas, be-
fore, I had been going to his land with the intention of seeing him
and speaking with him in order to have him as a friend and to con-
verse with him in harmony, now I intended to enter his land at war
doing all the harm I could as an enemy, though I regretted it very
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mucfh,'for I had always wished rather to be his friend and ask hj
advice on all the things that must be done in this land. :
They then replied that they had been with me many da
and ha.d known nothing of such an agreement save what the hZ:
hea.rd in the city after the fighting was over, and they coulzi’ n
believe that it had been done by order of Mutezuma. They thc:rot
fore begged me that before I resolved to cast aside his friendshie —
and make war on him as I had said, I should be certain of the truthIf
I should allow one of them to go and speak with him, and he would,
retum very soon. There are but twenty leagues between the cit
and the place where Mutezuma lives. I told them I agreed and al}-,
lowed one of them to go, who, after six days, returned with another
who had gone before. And they brought me ten gold plates and
fifteen hundred articles of clothing and many provisions of chick-
ens and panicap,” which is a certain beverage they drink; and the
told me that Mutezuma was much distressed at the host’ilities tha);
hgq been attempted in Churultecal because he knew I could not but
believe that it had been done by his orders. But he assured me that it
was not 5o, and although it was true that the men who were garri-
soned there were his, they had taken part without his orders, in-
fiuced by those of Churultecal, for they came from two of his ’rov-
inces, one of which was called Acancingo and the other Yzcugan 8o
which bor(.iered on the territory of that city. Between these the’re
were Certain neighborly agreements of mutual assistance, and for
fhxs reason they had gone there, and not because he orderéd it. But
in future I would see by his deeds whether what he said was tn.le or
not; even so, he urged me not to trouble to come to his land, for it
was very barren and we would go hungry, and that wher,ever I
mxgh't b?, I should send to him for what I required at,ad he would
pro.vxde it for me. I replied that the journey to his land could not be
avo.lded, for I had to send an account of it and of him to Your
Ma]csty; I believed what he said, but as I had perforce to go and see
him hc? should accept the fact and not make any other plans, be-
cause it would cause him great harm, and 1 would be distrcss’ed if
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any harm befell him. Once he understood my: determination to.go -
and see him and his land, he sent to tell me that I was welcome, and
that he would accommodate me in that great city where. he lived;
and he sent to me many of his men to accompany me, for I was now
entering his land. These men wished to lead me by a certain road
where they must have planned to prepare an ambush, or so it seemed
Jfterwards, for many Spaniards whom I later sent through the land
saw the road. There were on it\so many bridges and difficult
stretches that had I gone that way they could have accomplished
their purpose with no trouble. But as\God has always shown dili-
ence in guiding the Royal affairs of Your Sacred Majesty ever
since Your childhood, and as I and those of my company traveled
in Your Royal service, so He showed us another road which, al-
though somewhat rough, was not so dangerous as the one by which
they wished to lead us and it happened in the following manner:
Eight leagues from this city of Churultetal are two very
high and very remarkable mountains;® for at the end of August
there is so much snow on top of them that nothing els¢ can be seen,
and from one of them, which is the higher, there appears often both
by day and by night a great cloud of smoke as big as a house which
goes straight as an arrow up into the clouds, and seems to come out
with such force that even though there are very strong winds on
top of the mountain they cannot turn it. Because I have always
wished to render Your Highness very particular account of all the
things of this land, I wished to know the explanation of this which
seemed to me something of a miracle; so I 'sent ten of my compan-
such as were qualified for such an undertaking, with some na-
and I urged them to attempt to climb the
whence it came, and

ions,
tives to guide them;
mountain and discover the secret of the smoke,
how. These men went and made every effort to climb the mountain
but were not able to on account of the great quantity of snow that
is there and the whirlwinds of ash which come out of the mountain,
and also because they could not endure the great cold which they

encountered there. But they came very close to the summit; so
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much so that while they were there the smoke started to come out,
with such force and noise, they said, it seemed the whole mountain
was falling down, so they'descended and brought much snow and
icicles for us to see, for this seemed to be something very rare in
these parts, so the pilots have believed until now, because of the
warm climate; especially as this land is at twenty degrees, which is
on the same parallel as the island of Hispaniola, where it is always
very hot.
When they were going toward this mountain, they came
across a road and asked the natives who were with them where it
led, and they replied, to Culua, and that it was a2 good one and that
the other, by which the people of Culua had wished to lead us, was
not good. And the Spaniards traveled along it until they had
crossed the mountains, between which the road ran, and there they
looked down on the plains of Culua and the great city of Temixti-
tan and the lakes which are in that province, with all of which I will
acquaint Your Highness later. So they returned very pleased at hav-
ing discovered such a good road; and God knows how glad I was
about it. After these Spaniards who had gone to see the mountain
had returned, and I had questioned both them and the natives about
the road they had found, I spoke to those messengers of Mutezuma
who came with me to lead me through their land, and told them
that I wished to go by that road because it was shorter, and not by
the one they had mentioned. They replied that it was true it was
shorter and easier, but that they had not taken us by it because we
would have had to spend a day in Guasucingo, which was the land
of their enemies, and there we would have had none of the things
we required as we would in the land of Mutezuma, but that if I
wished to go that way they would have provisions brought from
the other road. So we left, in some fear lest they should persist in
trying to set a trap for us; but as we had announced that that was
the road we were to travel by, it did not seem wise to me to leave it
or to turn back, for I did not wish them to believe we lacked cour-

age.
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On the day I left the city of Chumltcc?l,-l traveled four
leagues to some villages of the state of Guasucingo, whcr; Ilwas
very well received by the natives, who gave me .som.e female slaves
und clothing and some small pieces of gold, which in all was vle;y
little, because they own very little on account. of their being a 1e,s
of the Tascaltecans and surrounded on all sides by.Mutczumas
land, so they have no trade save \_Yith the people of their own srovi
ince; because of this they live ve?&poorly. On the follov\-nngI ;y
climbed the pass which goes between the two mountains av;
mentioned, and on the descent we entered Mutezuma’s lan
through a province of it called ChalFo. Two leagues befort; we
reached the villages,®* 1 found a dwelling, newly built and so large
that I and all those of my company were quartered there very com-
fortably, although I brought with me more than four.thousand Inl-
dians, natives of the provinces of Tascalteca, Guasucmgo,. Chur\;1 -
tecal and Cempoal. There was plenty to eat for al.l, and in all tlg
rooms very great fires and plenty of firewood, for it was .very co d
on account of our being very close to those two mountains whic
have so much snow on them. o

Certain persons, who seemed to be chieftains, can’ae here to
speak with me, one of whom was said to be Mutezuma's brother.
He brought me some three thousand pesos de oro fror.n Mute.zuma,
and begged me on his behalf to turn back and not persist 10 gomg :10
his city, for the land was scarce of food and the roads were .ah,
furchermore, the city was built entirely on the water an'd I might
only enter it by canoe. He also told me of many other inconven-
iences I would find on the journey. He then said that I had only to
say what I wanted and Mutezuma, their lorc?, would command it to
be given me and would likewise agree to give me each year 2 ceri
tum quid, which he would send to the coast or wherever el§c
wished. I received them very well and gave them some of th? things
from Spain which they hold in great esteem, especially to hfm who
was said to be Mutezuma’s brother. To his embassy 1 replied that
were it in my power to return I would do so to please Mutezuma,
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but that I had come to this land by Your Majesty’
the principal thing of which I hadybeen ordcxl':csit{osg::ic::::la:g: -
was of Mutezuma and his great city, of which and of whom Yount
Highness had known for many years. And I told him to beg M o
zuma on my behalf to acquiesce in my journey, because fo h“te-
“.rould come of it to his person or his land, rath,er, it would b: -
his advantage; fmd that once I had seen him, should he still not wit}(:
me to remain in his company, I would then return: and that 5
could better decide between ourselves in per;on how ’Your Maj o
was to be served than through ambassadors, even if they were ]:18 Y
In whom we Placed the utmost confidence, With this reply th::n
gegarted. To ;gdge 'by all we had seen and the preparations whicl):
a bee:n made in this dwelling of which I have spoken, it seemed t
thfe Indians that they planned to attack us that night. V’Vhen I hea c(])
th.xs I'set up such a guard that once they saw it they changed theri
minds, and very secretly sent away that night many of theﬁ' eo lr
who had gathered in the woods which were close to the mp. a5
was seen by our sentries and scouts, s
At daybreak I departed for a town which ;i
from there.and is calledPAmaqueruca.” It 1st !;;cﬁhl: ;vrv:vil:c::legu c(:;
Ch:jtlco, which contains, in the principal town and in the villages
which are two leagues away, more than twenty thousand inhaﬁi
tants. In the aforementioned town we were quartered in som ,
good houses belonging to the lord of the place. And many i"‘s,fry
who seemed to be of high rank came to spreak with me s;y iirjxu t;:i
Mutefzuma, thfair lord, had sent them to wait for me t:her):a aid to
provide me with all that | might need. The chief of this province
and town gave me as many as forty slave girls and three thousand
castellaﬁos, and, in the two days that we were there, he rovided u
very adequ.ately with all the food we needed, Ol”l thep followi ;
day, traveling with those messengers of Mutezuma who said thr;%
they had come to wait for me, I left and put up for the night fou
leagues .frme there in a small town which is by a great lakegAlm .
half of it is built on the water, and on the land side there i.s a ve(;;t
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rugged mountain strewn with many stones and boulders; and there
we were very well quartered.® Here likewise they wished to pit
their strength against us, only it seemed that they wished to do it
without risk by falling on us at night unawares. But as I was on the
alert I anticipated their plans, and that night kept such watch that
when dawn broke my men had taken or killed some fifteen or
twenty of their spies, some of whom had come in canoes and others
of whom had descended from thé\mountain to see if there was an
opportunity of achieving their intention. Consequently, few of
them returned to report what they haq discovered; and, seeing that
we were always so well prepared, they decided to abandon their
original intent and treat us well.

On the following morning, as I was preparing to leave the
town, ten or twelve lords, of great importance, as I later discovered,
came to see me, and among them there was one great chief, a young
man of about twenty-five’® to whom they all sho\wed great rever-
ence, so much so that after he stepped down from the litter in
which he came all the others began to clear the stones and straw
from the ground in front of him. When they came to where I was
they told me they had come on behalf of Mutezuma, their lord, and
that he had sent them to accompany me, and he begged me to for-
give him for not coming himself to receive me, for he was indis-

posed; but his city was close by, and since I was determined to go
nd I would learn from him his willingness to

there we should meet and [ w

serve Your Highness. But still he begged me, if it were possible, not
to go there, for I would suffer many hardships and he was very
ashamed not to be able to provide for me as he wished. To this end
those chiefs urged and earnestly persisted, so much so that finally
there was nothing left for them to say, save that they would bar the
road if I still insisted on going.

I answered, and appeased them as eloquently as I could,
making them understand that no harm could ensue from my com-
ing, but rather much profit. I then gave them some of the things
that I had with me and they departed. I follotved immediately after
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them accompanied by many people who seemed of some accoun;
as afterwards they were shown to be. I continued on the road b :
the side of that great lake, and one league from the quarters we lu:!
ju:st left I saw in the middle of it, well beyond bowshot, a small cittv.
with perhaps some thousand or two thousand inhabitants cnﬁ,l
structed entirely on the water and with many towers and n(; pl:.it:['
to enter, or so it seemed from a distance.®® Another league beﬁ:;d
we entered upon a causeway as.wide as a horseman’s lance and two-
thirds of.a league into the middle of the lake, and there we came
upon a city, which, although small, was the most beautiful we had
seen, both in regard to the well-built houses and towers and in rim
skill of the foundations, for it is raised on the water.?” In this city
which has some two thousand inhabitants, they received and fed m
very well. The chief and important persons of the place came to m;:
and begged me to rest there for the night. But Mutezuma’s messen-
gers told me not to stay, but to go to another city three leagues fr« ,a-m
tl.lere, called Yztapalapa, belonging to a brother of Mutezuma, and 1
did 50.2®* And to leave this city, where we ate, whose name I (’32‘::1.'“”:
now recall, we passed along another causeway for a league or m;arc
before reaching dry land. When I arrived at the city of Yztapalapa
the lord and that of another city called Caluaacan® whir;hf nl
thr.ee leagues distant, came out to meet me together with mhﬂ
chiefs who were waiting there, and they gave me some three or
our thousand castellanos and somc clothing and slave gi
made me very welcome.

. In this city of Yztapalapa live twelve or fifteen thousand in-
habitants. It is built by the side of a great salt lake, half of it on the
water and the other half on dry land. The chief of this city qu.
some new houses which, although as yet unfinished, are as good -.1;;
the‘best in Spain; that is, in respect of size and workmanship both in
their masonry and woodwork and their floors, and furnishings for
every sort of household task; but they have no reliefs or other rich
things which are used in Spain but not found here. They have
many upper and lower rooms and cool gardens with many trees and
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cweet-smelling flowers; likewise there are pools of fresh water, very
vell made and with steps leading down to the bottom. There is a
n garden next to the house and overlooking it a
gallery with very beautiful corridors and rooms,’ aqd in the garden
a large reservoir of fresh water, well built with fine stonework,
qround which runs a well-tiled pavement so wide that four people
can walk there abreast. It is four hundred paces square, which is
<ixreen hundred paces around thé\edgc. Beyond the pavement, to-
ward the wall of the garden, there 1§ a latticework of canes, behind
which are all manner of shrubs and scented herbs. Within the pool

are many fish and birds, wild ducks and widgeons, as well as
he water is often almost

very large kitche

there
other types of waterfowl; so many that t

covered with them.
On the following day I lefe this city and after traveling for

half a league came to a causeway which runs through the middle of
the lake for two leagues until it reaches the grea‘t city of Temixti-
tan, which is built in the middle of the lake. This causeway is as
wide as two lances, and well built, so that eight horsemen can ride
_breast. In the two leagues from one end to the other there are
‘hree towns, and one of them, which is called Misicalcango, is in the
main built on the water, and the other two, which are called Nici-
12 and Huchilohuchico,* are built on the shore, but many of their
louses are on the water. The first of these cities has three thousand
inhabitants, the second more than six thousand, and the third an-
other four or five thousand, and in all of them there are very good
houses and towers, especially the houses of the chiefs and persons of
high rank, and the temples or oratories where they keep their idols.

In these cities there is much trading in salt, which they ex-
tract from the water of the lake and from the shallow area which is
covered by the waters of the lake. They bake it in some way to
make cakes, which are sold to the inhabitants and also beyond.

Thus I continued along this causeway, and half a league be-
fore the main body of the city of Temixtitan, at the entrance to
another causeway which meets this one from the shore, there is a
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very strong fortification with two towers ringed by a wall fou,
yards wide with merloned battlements all around commandin

. both causeways. There are only two gates, one for entering and
one for leaving. Here as many as a thousand men came out to sc¢
and speak with me, important persons from that city, all dresse
very richly after their own fashion. When they reached me, eac),
one performed a ceremony which they practice among themselves,
each placed his hand on the ground and kissed it. And so I stood
there waiting for nearly an hour until everyone had performed his
ceremony. Close to the city there is a wooden bridge ten paces wide
across a breach in the causeway to allow the water to flow, as it
rises and falls. The bridge is also for the defense of the city, because
whenever they so wish they can remove some very long broad
beams of which this bridge is made. There are many such bridges
throughout the city as later Your Majesty will see in the account I
give of it.

After we had crossed this bridge, Mutezuma came to greer
us and with him some two hundred lords, all barefoot and dressed
in a different costume, but also very rich in their way and more so
than the others. They came in two columns, pressed very close to
the walls of the street, which is very wide and beautiful and so
straight that you can see from one end to the other. It is two-thirds
of a league long and has on both sides very good and big houses,
both dwellings and temples

Mutezuma came down the middle of this street with two
chiefs, one on his right hand and the other on his left. One of these
was that great chief who had come on a litter to speak with me, and
the other was Mutezuma’s brother, chief of the city of Yztapalapa,
which I had left that day. And they were all dressed alike except
that Mutezuma wore sandals whereas the others went barefoot; and
they held his arm on either side. When we met I dismounted and
stepped forward to embrace him, but the two lords who were with
him stopped me with their hands so that I should not touch him;
and they likewise all performed the ceremony of kissing the earth,

|
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When this was over Mutezuma'requested his bro.ther to remain
with me and to take me by the arm while he went a little way .ahead
with the other; and after he had spoken to me all the others in the
two columns came and spoke with me, one after anpther, and then
each returned to his column. ' :

When at last I came to speak to Mutezuma himself I took off
2 necklace of pearls and cut glass that [ was wearing and placed it
round his neck; after we had walked a little way up the street a
servant of his came with two necklaces, wrapped in a cloth, made
from red snails’ shells, which they l}gld in great esteem; and fI'Ofn
cach necklace hung eight shrimps of tefined gold almost a span in
length. When they had been brought he turned to me and Placed
them about my neck, and then continued up the street in th.e
manner already described until we reached a very large and beauti-
ful house which had been very well prepared to accommodate us.
There he took me by the hand and led me to akreat room _facmg
the courtyard through which we entered. And. he bade me sit on a
very rich throne, which he had had built for hlm-and then left say-
ing that I should wait for him. After a short while, Vf/hen all those
of my company had been quartered, he returned with many and
various treasures of gold and silver and featherwork, and as many as
five or six thousand cotton garments, all very rich and woven and
embroidered in various ways. And after he had given me these
things he sat on another throne which they placed there ne:xt to the
one on-which I was sitting, and addressed me in the fol!o’wmg way:

“For a long time we have known from the wrm{lgs of our
ancestors that neither I, nor any of those who dwell in this land, are
natives of it, but foreigners who came from very distant parts; and
lilkewise we know that a chieftain, of whom they were all vass:flls,
brought our people to this region. And he r.eturfled to his native
land dnd after many years came again, by which time all FhosF who
had remained were married to native women and had built vxllagf:s
and raised children. And when he wished to lead them away again
they would not go nor even admit him as-their chief; and so he
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d'epartcd. And we have always held that those who descended from
him would come and conquer this land and take us as their vassals
So because of the place from which you claim to come, namel '
fron? where the sun rises, and the things you tell us of the éreaf lox{i,
or king who sent you here, we believe and are certain that he is our
n.atural lord, especially as you say that he has known of us for some
time. So be assured that we shall obey you and hold you as our lord
in place of that great sovereign of whom you speak; and in this
therc'shgll be no offense or betrayal whatsoever. And in all the land
that lies in my domain, you may command as you will, for you shall
be obeyed; and all that we own is for you to dispose of as you
choose. Thus, as you are in your own country and your own
hoqse, rest now from the hardships of your journey and the battles
which you have fought, for I know full well of all that has hap-
pened to you from Puntunchan*! to here, and [ also know how tho}s)e
of Cempoal and Tascalteca have told you much evil of me; believe
only what you see with your eyes, for those are my enen’lies, and
some were my vassals, and have rebelled against me at your coming
and said those things to gain favor with you. I also know that they
have told you the walls of my houses are made of gold, and that the
ﬂc?or mats in my rooms and other things in my household are like-
wise of gold, and that I was, and claimed to be, a god; and man
olthex:’things besides. The houses as you see are of stone a;xd lime anzir
clay.

Then he raised his clothes and showed me his body, saying
as he grasped his arms and trunk with his hands, “See that’I am of,
flesh and blood like you and all other men, and I am mortal and
substan'tial. See how they have lied to you? It is true that I have
some pieces of gold left to me by my ancestors; anything I might
have shall be given to you whenever you ask. Now I shall go to
other houses where I live, but here you shall be provided with all
that you an.d your people require, and you shall receive no hurt
for you are in your own land and your own house.” ** '

I replied to all he said as I thought most fitting, especially in
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making him believe that Your MajcSty'iva'si he whom they were
expecting; and with this he took his leave. When he had gone we
were very well provided with chickens, bread, fruit and other req-
uisites, especially for the servicing of our quarters. In this manner I
spent six days, very well provisioned with all that was needed and
visited by many of those chiefs. '

- Most Catholic Lord, as I said at the beginning of this ac-
count, when I departed from Vera Cruz in search of this Mutezuma
I left behind 150 men to complete'q fortress which I had bcgun;wl
also related how I had left many towns and fortresses in the coun-
tryside around that town under Your' Highness’s Royal command
and the natives pacified.

When I was in the city of Churultecal T received letters
from the captain whom 1 had left in the aforementioned town in
which he informed of how Qualpopoca, chief of the city which is
called Almeria, had sent messengers to him to sa)) that he wished to
be Your Highness's vassal, and if he had not come before or now to
swear allegiance and offer himself and all his Jands as he was ob-
liged, it was because he would have to pass through the lands of his
enemies and feared that he would be attacked. He therefore asked
the captain to send four Spaniards to accompany him, for those
through whose land he must pass, knowing his purpose, would not
trouble him. The captain, believing what Qualpopoca said to be
true, for many others had done the same sort of thing, sent the four
Spaniatds, but once Qualpopoca had them in his house, he ordered
them to be killed in such way as to appear he had not done it. Two
of them were killed, but the others escaped, wounded, through the
woods.
And so the captain had marched on the city of Almeria

with fifty Spaniards and the two horsemen, as well as two guns and

with some eight or ten thousand of our Indian allies. They had at-

tacked the inhabitants of that city, and with the loss of six or seven
Spaniards had captured it and killed many of the inhabitants, driving
out the rest. They had set fire to the city and destroyed it, for the

PR e Rt s St i gt

et

e

TS



88 HERNAN CORTEs

Indians who came with them were the enemies of that city and had
taken great care over it. But Qualpopoca, chief of that city, to-
gether with other chiefs,.allies of his, who had come to assist him,
had escaped. From some prisoners he took in that city the captain
had discovered who had been defending it and for what reason they
had killed the Spaniards whom he had sent. They said that it was
done because Mutezuma had commanded Qualpopoca and the
others who had come there, as his vassals, that once I had left the
town of Vera Cruz to fall upofx those who had rebelled and offered
themselves to the service of Your Highness, and to seek every pos-
sible means of killing the Spaniards whom I had left behind, so that
they should not help or favor them.

Most Invincible Lord, six days having passed since we first
entered this great city of Temixtitan, during which time I had seen
something of it, though little compared with how much there is to
see and record, I decided from what I had seen that it would benefit
Your Royal service and our safety if Mutezuma were in my power
and not in complete liberty, in order that he should not retreat
from the willingness he showed to serve Your Majesty; but chiefly
because we Spaniards are rather obstinate and persistent, and should
we annoy him he might, as he is so powerful, obliterate all memory
of us. Furthermore, by having him with me, all those other lands
which were subject to him would come more swiftly to the recog-

nitinn and corvinn Af Varee AMatacecs o Vos_. 1 1T ) 1
........... Woetivabh UL 20Ul vidjESty, as 1alel nappened. 1 resoived,

therefore, to take him and keep him in the quarters where I was,
which were very strong.

Thinking of all the ways and means to capture him without
causing a disturbance, I remembered what the captain I had left in
Vera Cruz had written to me about the events in the city of
Almeria, and how all that had happened there had been by order of
Mutezuma.*® [ left a careful watch on the crossroads and went to
Mutezuma’s houses, as I had done at other times, and after having
joked and exchanged pleasantries with him and after he had given
me some gold jewelry and one of his daughters and other chiefs’
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daughters to some of my company, I told him that [;knew of w}lat
had happened in the city of Nautecal (or Almerfa, as we called it),
and the Spaniards who had been killed there; and that Qualpopoca
excused himself by saying that all had been done by Mutezuma’s
command, and that as his vassal he could not have done otherwise. I
told him, however, that I did not believe it was as Qualpopoca had
said, hut that as he was trying tQ exculpate himself, I thought that
he ought to send for Qualpopoch and for all the other lords con-
cerned in the death of those Spa;}gds, so that the truth might be
known, and they might be punished,so that Your Majesty should
see clearly his good intentions. For, if he provoked Your Highness’s
anger, instead of receiving favors as he should, he would suffer
much harm on account of what those men had said, but I was well
satisfied that the truth was the reverse of what they claimed, and I
had confidence in him. He immediately sent for certain of his men
to whom he gave a small stone figure in the mantder of a seal, which
he carried fastened to his arm, and he commanded them to go
to the city of Almeria, which is sixty or seventy leagues from
Temixtitan, and to bring Qualpopoca, and to discover who were
the others who had been concerned with the death of the Spaniards
and to bring them likewise. If they did not come voluntarily, they
were to be brought as prisoners, and if they resisted capture, Mute-

zuma’s messengers were to request of certain communities close to
Lik he indicated ro them ro send forces to seize them,

the city, which he indicated to them | tC
but on o account to return without them.
These left at once, and after they had gone [ thanked Mute-

zuma for the great care which he had taken in this matter, for i.t was
my responsibility to account to Your Highness for those Spaniards,
but asked that he should stay in my quarters until the truth were
known and he was shown to be blameless. 1 begged him not to take
this ill, for he was not to be imprisoned but given all his freed?m,
and I would not impede the service and command of his doma.ms,
and he should choose a room in those quarters where I was, which-
ever he wished. There he would be very. much at his ease and
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E:‘ would certainly be given no cause for 'annoyance or discomforr,

because as well as those of his service myown men: would serve hin
.in all he commanded. In. this' we spent-much time reasoning and
discussing, all of which is too lengthy to write down and too ted;-
ous and too little pertinent to the issue to give Your Highness 15
account; so I will say only that at last he said he would agree to go
with me. Then he ordered- the room where he wished to stay to be
prepared, and it was very well prepared. When this was done many
chiefs came, and removing their gafmenfs they placed them under
‘their arms, and walking barefoot they brought a simple litter, and
weeping carried him in it in great silence. Thus we proceeded 1o
'my quarters with no disturbance in the city, although there was
some agitation which, as soon as Mutezuma knew of it, he ordered
to cease; and all was quiet and remained'so all the time I he!:l Mute-
zuma prisoner, for he was very much at his ease and kept all his

household—which is very great and wonderful, as I will later relate .

- —with him as before. And I and those of my company satisfied his
needs as far as was possible. - :

Fifteen or twenty days after his iﬁ]prisonment, thost he had
sent to find Qualpopoca and the others' who had killed the Span-
iards returned, bringing with them the aforementioned Qualpopoca
and one of his sons and fifteen other pcrs,oné whom they said were
of high:rank and had been concerned in the killing. And Qualpo-
poca was borne in a litter like a lord, which indeed he was. When
they arrived they were handed ‘over to me and I had them well
guarded in chains. After they had confessed to the killing of the
Spaniards I had them questioned to see ‘if they were Mutezuma's
vassals. Qualpopoca replied asking if there were any other lord of
whom he could be a vassal, as much as to say ‘that there was no
other, and that he was. Likewise I asked them if what ‘they had
done was by Mutezuma’s command, and they replied thar it was
not, although when the sentence that they should be burnt was car-
ried out, they said unanimously that it was true that Mutezuma had
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ordered it to be done, and by his cc.um‘-n»and ‘t_h’r.-y' had dunc it Thus
they were burnt publicly in a Squar_e;'.with'no:}dxsmrbgpgq.-’wnawo-
cver, Bur on the day of their execution, because thg): had confessed
-hat Mutezuma had ordered them to kill thosc.- Spamaﬁds,?l-ord‘ercd
him to be put in irons, from fwhich‘h.e ;'ecexvcd no smg.ll:‘fnght,-
slthough later that same day, afte,; having spoken with h@,- I hgd
them removed, and he was very pleased. AR
From then on I did all I co\y\t d to please him, especially by
unnouncing publicly to all the natives, the chiefs as well as those
who came to see me, that it was Your\Majesty’s wish that Mute-
suma should remain in power, acknowledging the sovereignty
which Your Highness held over him, and that t.hey could })est serve
Your Highness by obeying him and holding him for thex'r lord, as
they had before I came to this land. So well did I treat him and so
mt:;:h sarisfaction did he receive from me that many times I o.ﬁered
him his liberty, begging him to return to his house, and ‘ea;\ch time .he
told me that he was pleased to be where he was and he' did not wish
to go, for he lacked nothing, just as if. he were in his own home.
Also, his going might permit certain chncfs., his vassals.», t(? 1.nduce or
oblige him to do something against his will and prejudicial to the
service of Your Highness; for he had resolved to serve Your Ma-
iesty in all that he could. As long as these chiefs were xfxformed of
;ﬂl he wanted he was content to remain there, as he might exc?se
himself, should they wish to demand anything of him, t?y.replymg
that he was not at liberty. Many times he asked my permission to go
and spend some time at certain residences 'which he o“'med both
inside and outside the city, and not once did I refus? him. Many
times he went with five or six Spaniards to entertain himself one or
rwo leagues beyond the city, and he always returned very happy
and content to the quarters' where I held him. Whenever he went
out he gave many gifrs of jeWels and clothing, both to the Spaniards
who escorted him and to the natives by whom he was always so
well attended that when the least number went with him there were

>,
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more than three thousand men, most of whom were chiefs and pe
sons of high rank; he also gave many banquets and entertainmep g
of which those who went with him had much to relate. e
' 'Aftcr he had demonstrated very fully to me how great wa
h1§ desire to serve Your Highness, I begged him to show me ths
mines from which they obtained the gold, so that I could give You:
Ma).esty a more complete account of the things of this land, and he
rePlxed that‘ he would be very pleased to do so. Then he cal,led ce
tain of his servants and sent them in pairs to four provinces whe;

he said it was obtained; and he asked me to send Spaniards with’

them to see it being mined, so I g3 i | i ccom:
oy cach o ot hi mine oI gave hlm_ two Spaniards. to accom-
. Some went to a province which is called Cugula,* and is
eighty Ieefgues from the great city of Temixtitan. The natives of
that province are Mutezuma’s vassals, and there the Spaniards were
shown three rivers, and from these and others they brought me
samples of gold, of good quality, although extracted with little skill
for the).r h.ad no tools save that which the Indians traditionally use’
Ofx their journey these Spaniards passed through three province;
with very beautiful lands and many towns and cities and other
communities in great numbers, and with so many and such good
b'mldmgs that they said in Spain there could be none better. In par-
ticular they said that they had seen fortified lodgings larger }:md
stronger and better built than the Burgos Castle. The people of one
o}f these provinces, which is called Tamazulapa,*® wore more clothes
Stig:;ne c?.ny others we have seen, and as it seemed to them, well de-
Some. of the others went to a province called Malinalte-
beque,*® which is likewise seventy leagues or so from the capital
and more toward the coast. And likewise they brought me sarﬁ le;
of gold from a great river which passes through there. Others vfent
to another land which is upstream of this river and is of a people
who.SPeak a different language from that of Culua; the land ispcalﬁed
Tenis,*” and the lord of the land is called Coatelicamat. Because he

4
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has his lands among some very high and steep mountains and also
because the people of that province are very warlike and fight with
lances some twenty-five or thirty spans long, he is not subject to
Mutezuma. oy

Thus, because these people were not Mutezuma’s vassals, the
messengers who went with the Spaniards dared not enter the land
without first making their presence known to the lord thereof and
asking his permission, saying that they came with Spaniards to see
the gold mines he had in his land, an they begged him on my be-
half and on behalf of Mutezuma their lord to Jet them pass. Coateli- -
camat replied that he was very pleased for the Spaniards to enter his

Jand and see the mines and all else they wished to see, but that the.
pebple of Culua, who are Mutezuma’s subjects, might not enter be-
cause they were his enemies. The Spaniards were somewhat unde-
cided whether to enter alone or not, because their companions had
warned them not to go, saying that they woul& be killed, with
which intention the Culuans had been denied entry. At last they
resolved to go alone and were very well received by the lord and all
those of his land; and they were shown seven or eight rivers from
which they were told that the gold was taken, and in their presence
the Indians extracted some; and they brought me back samples
from all the rivers. With these Spaniards the aforementioned
Coatelicamat sent several of his messengers to offer me his person
and his land in the service of Your Sacred Majesty; and he also sent
me certain gifts of gold and of native clothing. The others went to
another province called Tuchitebeque,*® which lies in the same di-
rection toward the coast, twelve leagues from the province of
Malinaltebeque, where, as I have said, there is gold, and there they
were shown other rivers from which they also brought samples of
gold. ..
According to the Spaniards who went there, that province
of Malinaltebeque was very well provided for setting up farms. I
therefore asked Mutezuma to have a farm built there for Your Ma-
jesty; and he was so diligent in all this that’in two months about
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ninety-five bushels of maize were sown, and fifteen of beans ang
two tho'usand cacao plants. Cacao is a fruit like the almond wha'nh
they grind and hold to be of such value that they use it as,mo .
throughout the land and with it buy all they need in the marllcle
and' other places. They built four very good houses, in one et;
which, apart from the rooms, they made a water tank, and in it .
five hundred ducks, which here they value highly, an’d pluck thlzut
every year, because they use. their feathers to make clothes Annn;
they put there as many as fifteen hundred chickens and other .thin S
for dairy farming, which the Spaniards who saw them many ti :
valued at twenty thousand pesos de oro. | yme
lee.wise I asked Mutezuma to tell me if there was on the
coast any river or cove where the ships that came might enter and
be safe. He replied that he did not know, but would have them
make a map of all the coast for me with all its rivers and coves; and
tha.t I should send some Spaniards to see it, and he would giv; me
guides to accompany them; and so it was done. On the followin
day they brought me a cloth with all the coast painted on it ang
there appe:?red a river which ran to the sea, and according t; the
representation was wider than all the others. This river seemed to
pass through the mountains which we called Sanmin,*® and are so
high they form a bay which the pilots believed divid;d a province
called Mazamalco. He told me to decide whom to sendp and h
would provide the means and the guide to show it to them’ Then ;
chose ten men, and among them some pilots and other pers;>ns who
knew about the sea. With the provisions which he had given them
th<?y departed and traveled up all the coast from the port of Cal:
chilmeca,® which is called San Juan, where I landed; and they went
more tlTan seventy leagues along the coast and no;vhere di)c; the
find a river or bay where any ships might enter, although on tha);
coast there were many and very large ones and they sounded them
all from canoes. Finally they reached the province of Quacalcalco,
where the aforementioned river is to be found. >
The ruler pf that province, who is called Tuchintecla, re-
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ceived them very well and gave them canoes to explore the river,
und in the shallowest part of its mouth they found.two and a half
{athoms and more. They then went upriver for twelve leagues, and
the shallowest they found there was five or six fathoms; and: from
what they saw of it they concluded that it continued for more than
thirty leagues at that depth. On the banks of this river are many

reat towns, and all the provinge is very flat and fertile, and

. \ .. )
sbounds in all manner of crops, an&he population 1s almost with-

out number.
The people of this province are not vassals or subjects of

Mutezuma; rather his enemies. Thus when the Spaniards arrived
the lord of the land sent to say that the Culuans might not enter his
domain because they were his enemies. When the Spaniards re-
turned to me with this report, he sent with them several messengers
who brought gold jewelry, and tigerskins and featherwork and

recious stones and clothing; they told me, on his‘behalf, that Tu-
chintecla,®? their lord, had known of me for some time, because the

eople of Puchunchan [sic]—which is the river of Grijalba—who
are his allies, had told him how I had passed by there and had fought
with them because they would not allow me to enter their town;
and how afterwards they became our friends and Your Majesty’s
vassals. He likewise offered himself to Your Royal service, together
with all his lands, and begged me to take him as a friend, on condi-
tion that the Culuans should not enter his land, although I might see
all that ‘he had which might be of service to Your Highness, and
that each year he would give all that [ indicated.

When the Spaniards who had been to that province told me
that it was suitable for settling and that they had found a port there,
I was greatly pleased, for ever since [ arrived in this land I have
been searching for a port, so that I might settle here, but I had never
found one, nor is there one on all the coast from the river of
San[t] Antén, which is next to the Grijalba, to the Panuco, which is
down coast, where certain Spaniards went t0 settle by order of
Francisco de Garay, of which I will infornf Your Highness later.

'
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In order to acquaint myself better with the state of that
province and port and with the intentions of the inhabitants and
other things pertinent to settling, I sent back certain members of
my company, who had some experience in these matters, to dis.
cover all this. They went with the messengers which that lord Tu-
chintecla had sent me and with several things which I gave them for
him. When they arrived they were very well received by him and
they again sounded the pott and the river and looked to see what
sites there were on which to build a town. They brought me a very
long and accurate report of all this and said that there was every-
thing we required for settling, and the lord of the province was
very pleased and very willing to serve Your Highness. When they
arrived with this report I sent a captain with 150 men to lay out the
town and to build a fort, for the lord of that province had offered
to do it and anything else I might need or demand of him; and he
even built six dwellings there himself, saying that he was very

pleased that we had gone there to settle in his land.

Most Powerful Lord, in the preceding chapters, I told how
at the time I was going to the great city of Temixtitan, a great chief
had con:: out to meet me on behalf of Mutezuma, and, as I learnt
afterwards, he was a very close kinsman of Mutezuma and ruled a
province called Aculuacan, next to the territory of Mutezuma.
The capital of it is a very great city which stands beside the salt
lake; and by canoe it is six leagues from there to the city of Temix-
titan, and by land ten. This city is called Tesuico, and there are as
many as thirty thousand inhabitants in it.% It has very remarkable
houses and temples and shrines, all very large and well built; and
there are very large markets.

In addition to this city he has two others, one of which is
three leagues from Tesuico and is called Acuruman, and another six N

leagues away which is called Otumpa.® Each of these has three or

four thousand inhabitants. The aforementioned province and do-
minion of Aculuacan has many other villages and hamlets and
very good lands and farms. This province borders on one side with
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he province of Tascalteca, of which I have. already spoker:i to fY;J}:Jlxs'
;Ia'ESty. After Mutezuma had been impnsoned, the'lor o
‘ )vince who is called Cacamazin,™ rebelled bot?l against the serv-
i roof Yc;ur Highness, to which he had pledged himself, and against
l\c/ieutezuma. Although he was many times required to ot.)ey Your
‘\/lajesty’s Royal commands, he would not, even though, as well ;s
A ands I sent, Mutezuma sent,orders also. On the contrary, he
e it equi ing him we should go and get
replied that if we required anything rom 1 " Boand g
it. and that there we should see what'sort ?f man he wa; what
sejrvice he was obliged to render! Accgrdmg to the in orma ol
received, he had collected together a large force of warriors

ared for war. '
e 31;:’8"—;);;:;15:' gfr?r)nings nor commands could persuade him, I
spoke to Mutezuma and asked him what hc.: thought weil .shl:)uhl/;iu;i:
so that his rebellion should not go unpunished. F{.O whic e
o try and take him by force-wo Id be very

ied that t
zuma replied tha a very great lord and had many troops and that

s, for he was : :
Ig):rZ:)luld not be defeated without the risk of a large number being

killed. But he, Mutezuma, had itf] Cac;@azin’sdla}rlxzi 322{(1":;::3?;
received salaries from him, an !
It’;::;";-:’) :ZT:; win some of Cacamazin’s p'cop'le over to our sxdes; ;:1::
once this had been done we might take him in safety. S; it wa'crsons
Mutezuma made his arrangements i'n sxfch a wa?’,‘f’fi t : ,(_)fe,f rsons
induced Cacamazin to meet them in the city 0l chuxd\,ub \:a;;;u;t
matters concerning their status as persons of rank, and be

ing 1 ich mi dto
grieved them to see that he was acung in a way which might lea

i fall. . in him-
s dow’;“hiay met in a beautiful house belonging to Cacamazin him

. . ) ass
self, which was by the lakeside and so built that canoes ml%ht zn
und,emeath it. There they had canoes secretly prepared alr: rr; ; i):‘

) . w
men ready lest Cacamazin attempt to resist captu.re. Once ele =)
their presence, all those lords took him be;orc his own ;iethe reat

. . ’
ized i im i hose canoes, and went out on
ized it, and put him into t . ent out
from \’vhence they went to the great city which is six leagues from
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there, as I have said. When they arrived they placed him in a litter,
as his position demanded, and as they were accustomed to do, angd
brought him to me; and I had irons put on him and ordered him to
be closely guarded. And on Mutezuma’s advice I, in Your High-
ness’s name, appointed a son of his, called Cocuzcacin,® as ruler of
that province. And I made all the communities and chiefs of that
province and dominion obey him as their lord until such time a5
Your Highness might make other arrangements. Thus it was done,
and from then on they all took him as their lord and obeyed him as
they had Cacamazin; and he was obedient in all that I, on Your
Majesty’s behalf, commanded him.

A few days after the imprisonment of this Cacamazin, Mute-
zuma summoned to an assembly all the chiefs of the cities and lands
thereabouts. When they were gathered he sent for me to join him,
and as soon as [ arrived addressed them in the following manner:

“My brothers and friends, you know that for a long time
you and your forefathers have been subjects and vassals of my an-
cestors and of me, and that you have been always well treated and
honored by us, and likewise you have done all that loyal and true
vassals are obliged to do for their rightful lords. I also believe that
you have heard from your ancestors how we are not natives of this
land, but came from another far away, and how they were brought
by a lord who left them there, whose vassals they all were. After

miany years this lord returned but found that our ancestors had al--

ready settled in this land and married the native women and had
had many children; consequently, they did not wish to return with
him and refused to welcome him as their sovereign. He departed,
saying that he would return or would send such forces as would
compel them to serve him. You well know that we have always
expected him, and according to the things this captain has said of the
Lord and King who sent him here, and according to the direction
whence he says he comes, I am certain, and so must you be also,
that this is the same lord for whom we have been waiting, especially
as he says that there they know of us. And because our predecessors
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did not receive their lord as they were bound; l'et-'u\sfno_vyr‘.; ;ec;exr\lre
pim and give thanks also to rour.gods‘t:hat what we a'l.\a.ve\son :hg
awaited has come to pass in our time. P.md 1 beg you-fsxntc):c a y
is well known to you—that just as until now you have o el):le ;m
and held me as your rightful lord, from now on you shou obey
this great King, for he is your rightful lord, and as his representative
acknowledge this his captain. A\Ind all the tributes and s.erv1;:es
which, until now, you have rendered to me, render now to him, iclu‘
[ also must contribute and serve in all that he may co.mmund; and in
addition to doing your duty :mhd n!Ltl'mt you are obliged to do, you
ill gi reat satisfaction thereby.” .
s glv;xﬁl:hgis he said weeping with all the tears and. sigh's that aman
is able; and likewise all the other lords who were listening wept so
much that for a long time they were unable to reply. And I cl?)
assure Your Holy Majesty that among the Spaniards V}rho hear.d this
discourse there was not one who did not have greht pity for hxm.. f
After they had restrained their tears somewhat, those chu;1 s
replied that they held him as their lord and had sworn to do all he
commanded, and that for this reason and on account of what he
had said they were very pleased to obey, and from then on tt;\ey
submitted themselves as Your Highness’s vassals. Then all toget elll'
and each one by himself they promised to obey and comply with a

that was demanded of them in the name of Your Majesty, as true

i joyal i st do, aind to prov ide all the tributes and serv-
and loyal vassais must 4o, aina 1o pivviay

ices which formerly they paid to Mutezuma and whateve'r else
might be required of them in Your Highness’s_ name. All of this was
said before a notary public, who set it down in a formal (!ocument,
which 1 asked for, attested by the presence of many Spaniards who
esses.

served 2;";::1 the submission of these chiefs to Your Majesty’s serv-
ice was complete, I spoke one day with MutCZ}lma and told l}\lnrg
that Your Highness had need of gold for cert:ur.l works You a

ordered to be done. I asked him thereforg to s<.:nd some of' his
people together with some Spaniards to the countries and dwellings
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of those chiefs who had submitted themselves, to ask them to ren-
der to Your Majesty some part of what they owned, for, as well as
the need which Your Highness had, they were now beginning to
serve Your Highness, who would have thereby higher regard for
their good intentions. I also asked him to give me something of
what he possessed, for I wished to send it to Your Majesty, as I had
sent the gold and other things with the messengers. Later he asked
for the Spaniards he wished-to send, and by twos and fives dis-
patched them to many provinces and cities, whose names I do not
remember, because I have lost my writings, and they were so many
and so varied, and, moreover, because some of them were eighty
and a hundred leagues from the great city of Temixtitan. With
them he sent some of his own people, and ordered them to go to the
chiefs of those provinces and cities and tell them I demanded that
each of them should give me a certain quantity of gold. And so it
was done, and all the chiefs to whom he sent gave very fully of all
that was asked of them, both in jewelry and in ingots and gold and
silver sheets, and other things which they had.

When all was melted down that could be, Your Majesty’s
fifth came to more than 32,400 pesos de oro, exclusive of the gold
and silver jewelry, and the featherwork and precious stones and
many other valuable things which I designated for Your Holy Ma-
jesty and set aside; all of which might be worth a hundred thousand
duecats or more.5 All these, in addition to their intrinsic worth, are
so marvelous that considering their novelty and strangeness they
are priceless; nor can it be believed that any of the princes of this
world, of whom we know, possess any things of such high quality.

And lest Your Highness should think all this is an invention,
let me say that all the things of which Mutezuma has ever heard,
both on land and in the sea, they have modeled, very realistically,
either in gold and silver or in jewels or feathers, and with such per-
fection that they seem almost real. He gave many: of these for Your
Highness, without counting other things which I drew for him and
which he had made in gold, such as holy images, crucifixes, medal-
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lions, ornaments, necklaces and many other of our thingsr. Of the
silver Your Highness received a hundred or so marks, which I had
the natives make into plates, both large and sr.nall, and bowls and
cups and spoons which they fashioned as skxllful!y as we could
make them understand. In addition to thlsZ M.utezuma gave me
many garments of his own, which even cons'ldermg that they were
all of_ cotton and not silk were such that in all the world there
could be none like them, nor any\of such varied and natural colors
or such workmanship. Amongst them were very marYelous clothes
for men and women, and there we?; bedspreads which could not
have been compared even with silk ones. There were also other mate-
rials, like tapestries which would serve for hallwa)fs and' churches,
and counterpanes for beds, of feathers and cotton, in various colors
and also very wonderful, and many other things V&fhlch as there are
so many and so varied I do not know how to describe them to Your
Majesty. . \
He also gave me a dozen blowpipes,” such as he Pscs, whose
perfection I am likewise unable to describe to Your Highness, f?r
they were all painted in the finest paint's and perf.ect colors, in
which were depicted all manner of small birds an.d animals 'and trees
and flowers and several other things. Round their mouthpxcces. and
muzzles was a band of gold a span in depth, and round the middle
another, finely decorated. He also gave me pouches of gold mesh
for the pellets and told me that he would give me pellets of gold as
well. He also gave me some gold bullet-molds® and many other
things which are too numerous to describe. '

Most Powerful Lord, in order to give an account to Your
Royal Excellency of the magnificence, the strange and r.na:rvelou;
things of this great city of Temixtitan and of.the dominion an
wealth of this Mutezuma, its ruler, and of the rites and customs o.f
the people, and of the order there is in the govemmt.zn.t of the capi-
tal as well as in the other cities of Mutezuma’s dominions, I. would
need much time and many expert narrators. I cannot.dcscrlbe one
hundredth part of all the things which could be mentioned, but, as
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best I can, I will describe some of those I have seen which, although
l?adly described, will, I well know, be so remarkable as no; to be bge
lieved, for we who saw them with our own eyes could not gras \
them with our understanding. But Your Majesty may be certaiz
thaf if my account has any fault it will be, in this as in all else of
which I give account to Your Highness, too short rather than too
long, because it seems to me right that to my Prince and Lord 1
should state the truth very clearly without adding anything which
might be held to embroider it or diminish it. )

‘ Before I begin to describe this great city and the others
which I mentioned earlier, it seems to me, so that they may be bet-
ter understood, that I should say something of Mesyco, which is
Mutezuma’s principal domain and the place where this city and the
o.thers which I have mentioned are to be found.® This province is
circular and encompassed by very high and very steep mountains
and the plain is some seventy leagues in circumference: in this plair;
there are two lakes which cover almost all of it, for a canoe miy
travel vﬁfty leagues around the edges. One of these lakes is of fresh
water and the other, which is the larger, is of salt water.”* A small
chain of very high hills which cuts across the middle of the plain
separates these two lakes. At the end of this chain a narrow channel
which is no wider than a bowshot between these hills and the
mountains joins the lakes. They travel between one lake and the
?thcr 'and berween the different settiements which are on the lakes
in their canoes without needing to go by land. As the salt lake rises
and falls with its tides as does the sea, whenever it rises, the salt
water flows into the fresh as swiftly as a powerful river, and on the
ebb the fresh water passes to the salt. ’

This great city of Temixtitan is built on the salt lake, and no
mafter by what road you travel there are two leagues from the
main body of the city to the mainland. There are four artificial
causevflays leading to it, and each is as wide as two cavalry lances.
The cn.y itself is as big as Seville or Cérdoba. The main streets are
very wide and very straight; some of these are on the land, but the

L -
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rest and all the smaller ones are half on land, half canals where they
paddle cheir canoes. All the streets have openings in places so that
the water may pass from one canal to another. Over all these open-
ings, and some of them are very wide, there are bridges made of
long and wide beams joined together very firmly and so well made
that on some of them ten horsemen may ride abreast.

.Seeing that if the inhabita\nts of this city wished to betray us
they were very well equipped fdr\it by the design of the city, for
once the bridges had been remove{::cy could starve us to death
without our being able to reach the‘mainland, as soon as I entered
the city I made great haste to build four brigantines, and completed
them in a very short time. They were such as could carry three
hundred men to the land and transport the horses whenever we
might need them. ‘

This city has many squares where trading is done and mar-
Kets are held continuously. There is also one squure twice as big as
that of Salamanca,® with arcades all around, where more than sixty
thousand pe0ple come each day to buy and sell, and where every
kind of merchandise produced in these lands is found; provisions as
well as ornaments of gold and silver, lead, brass, copper, tin, stones,
shells, bones, and feathers. They also sell lime, hewn and unhewn
stone, adobe bricks, tiles, and cut and uncut woods of various kinds.
There is a street where they sell game and birds of every species
found in this land: chickens, partridges and quails, wild ducks, fly-
catchers, widgeons, turtledoves, pigeons, cane birds, parrots, eagles
and eagle owls, falcons, sparrow hawks and kestrels, and they sell
the skins of some of these birds of prey with their feathers, heads
and claws. They sell rabbits and hares, and stags and small gelded
dogs which they breed for eating.®

There are streets of herbalists where all the medicinal herbs
and foots found in the land are sold. There are shops like apothe-
caries’, where they sell ready-made medicines as well as liquid oint-
ments and plasters. There are shops like barbers’ where they have
their hair washed and shaved, and shops where they sell food and
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drink. There are also men like porters to carry loads.** There ;
fnuch firewood and charcoal, earthenware braziers and mats of varls
ious kinds like mattresses for beds, and other, finer ones, for sear—
and for covering rooms and hallways. There is every sor; of ve ef
table, especially onions, leeks, garlic, common ctess and watercrfss
bor-age, sorrel, teasels and artichokes; and there are many sorts of:
fruit, among which are cherries and plums like those in Spain.

. They sell honey, wax, and a syrup made from maize canes
which is as sweet and syrupy as that made from the sugar cane’
They also make syrup from a plant which in the islands is called
maguey,* which is much better than most syrups, and from this
plant they also make sugar and wine, which they likewise sell. There
are many sorts of spun cotton, in hanks of every color, and it seems
like t}?e silk market at Granada, except here there is a much greater
quantity. They sell as many colors for painters as may be found in
Spain and all of excellent hues. They sell deerskins, with and with-
out the hair, and some are dyed white or in various colors. They sell
much earthenware, which for the most part is very good; there are
both large and small pitchers, jugs, pots, tiles, and many other sorts
of vessel, all of good clay and most of them glazed and painted
They sell maize both as grain and as bread and it is better both ir;
appearance and in taste than any found in the islands or on the
mainland. They sell chicken and fish pies, and much fresh and
salted fish, as well ac raw and cocked Ssh. They sell hen and govse
eggs, and eggs of all the other birds I have mentioned, in great num-.

ber, and they sell tortillas made from eggs.

. Finally, besides those things which I have already men-
tioned, they sell in the market everything else to be found in this
land, but they are so many and so varied that because of their great
number and because I cannot remember many of them nor do I
know what they are called I shall not mention them. Each kind of
merchandise is sold in its own street without any mixture whatever;
they are very particular in this. Everything is sold by number and’

e
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size, and until now I have seen nothing sold by weight. There is in
this great square a very large building like a courthouse, where ten
or twelve persons sit as judges. They preside over all that happens
in the markets, and sentence criminals. There are in this square
other persons who walk among the people to see what they are
selling and the measures they are using; and they have been seen to
break some that were false.

There are, in all districts \of this great city, many temples or
houses for their idols. They are all, very beautiful buildings, and in
the important ones there are priests %of their sect who live there per-
manently; and, in addition to the houses for the idols, they also have
very good lodgings. All these priests dress in black and never comb
their hair from the time they enter the priesthood until they leave;
and all the sons of the persons of high rank, both the lords and
honored citizens also, enter the priesthood and wear the habit from
the age of seven or eight years until they areMaken away to be
married; this occurs more among the first-born sons, who are to
inherit, than among the others. They abstain from eating things,
and more at some times of the year than at others; and no woman is
granted entry nor permitted inside these places of worship.

Amongst these temples there is one, the principal one, whose
great size and magnificence no human tongue could describe, for it
is so large that within the precincts, which are surrounded by a very
high wall, 2 town of some five hundred inhabitants could easily be
builc. All round inside this wall there are very elegant quarters with
very large rooms and corridors where their priests live. There are as
many as forty towers, all of which are so high that in the case of the
largest there are ﬁfty steps leading up to the main part of it; and the
most important of these towers is higher than that of the cathedral
of Seville. They are so well constructed in both their stone and
woodwork that there can be none better in any place, for all the
stonework inside the chapels where they keep their idols is in high
relief, with figures and little houses, and the woodwork is likewise
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of relief and painted with monsters and other figures and designs.
All these towers are burial places of chiefs, and the chapels therein
are each dedicated to the idol which he venerated.

There are three rooms within this great temple for the prin-
cipal idols, which are of remarkable size and stature and decorated
with many designs and sculptures, both in stone and in wood,
Within these rooms are other chapels, and the doors to them are
very small. Inside there is no light whatsoever; there only some of
the priests may enter, for inside are the sculptured figures of the
idols, although, as I have said, there are also many outside.

‘"The most important of these idols, and the ones in whom
they have most faith, I had taken from their places and thrown
down the steps; and I had those chapels where they were cleaned,
for they were full of the blood of sacrifices; and I had images of
Our Lady and of other saints put there, which caused Mutezuma

- and the other natives some sorrow. First they asked me not to do it,
for when the communities learnt of it they would rise against me,
for they believed that those idols gave them all their worldly goods,
and that if they were allowed to be ill treated, they would become
angry and give them nothing and take the fruit from the earth
leaving the people to die of hunger. I made them understand
through the interpreters how deceived they were in placing their
trust in those idols which they had made with their hands from
unclean things. They must kaow thai there was only one God,
Lord of all things, who had created heaven and earth and all else
and who made all of us; and He was without beginning or end, and
they must adore and worship only Him, not any other creature or
thing. And I told them all I knew about this to dissuade them from
their idolatry and bring them to the knowledge of God our Sav-
iour. All of them, especially Mutezuma, replied that they had al-
ready told me how they were not natives of this land, and that as it
was many years since their forefathers had come here, they well
knew that they might have erred somewhat in what they believed,
for they had left their native land so long ago; and as I had only
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recently arrived from there, I would better know. the things t(liley
should believe, and should explain to them and make them un er;
stand, for they would do as I said was bcst: Mut.ezuma and many (:1
the chieftains of the city were with me until the idols were removed,
the chapel cleaned and the images set up, and I urged t.hem 30; to
sacrifice living creatures to the idols, as they were accustomed, 01,',
25 well as being most abhorrent to God, 'Your Sacred.Ma]csAiy ;
laws forbade it and ordered that ke who kills sl.lall be kllled.. :
from then on they ceased to doit, a\fdin all tht? time [ stayed in that
city I did not see a living creature killeg or sacrificed. ;

" The figures of the idols in whxc.h these people be 1ev§ are;
very much larger than the body of a big man. They are made od
dough from all the seeds and vegetables which they eat, groun :.nh
mixed together, and bound with the blood of human hearts whic
those priests tear out while still beating. A..nd als? after th.ey a}:e
made they offer them more hearts and anoint tHeir faces with the
blood. Everything has an idol dedicated to it, in the same manner as
the pagans who in antiquity honored their gods. So t.hey have ar;
idol whose favor they ask in war and another for agriculture; an
likewise for each thing they wish to be done well they have an idol

i honor and serve.*
e t”lll';};re are in the city many large and beautiful houses, and

the reason for this is that all the chiefs of the land, who are Mute-
Luina’s vassals, have houses in the city :md' live Fl}ere for part of t.he
year;®” and in addition there are many rich citizens who h:ewxrse
have very good houses. All these houses have very large anf f;'e y
good rooms and also very pleasant gardens of various sorts of flow-
ers both on the upper and lower floors. . .

Along one of the causeways to this great city run two aqfue-
ducts made of mortar. Each one is two paces wide and some six teet
deeﬁ, and along one of them a stream of very goo.d fresh fwater,ha%s
wide as a man’s body, flows into the heart of the city and hrom t. 1}5l
they all drink. The other, which is empty, 15 used when t ;y. c\lms
to clean the first channel. Where the aqueducts cross the bridges,
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the water passes along some channels which are as wide as an 0x;
and so they serve the whole city.

Canoes paddle through all the streets selling the water; they
take it from the aqueduct by placing the canoes beneath the bridges
where those channels are, and on top there are men who fill the
canoes and are paid for their work. At all the gateways to the ciry
and at the places where these canoes are unloaded, which s where
the greater part of the provisions enter the city, there are guards in
huts who receive a certum quid of all that enters. I have nor
yet discovered whether this goes to the chief or to the city, but I
think to the chief, because in other markets in other parts [ have
seen this tax paid to the ruler of the place. Every day, in all the
markets and public places there are many workmen and craftsmen
of every sort, waiting to be employed by the day. The people of
this city are dressed with more elegance and are more courtly in
their bearing than those of the other cities and provinces, and be-
cause Mutezuma and all those chieftains, his vassals, are always com-
ing to the city, the people have more manners and politeness in all
matters. Yet so as not to tire Your Highness with the descriprion of
the things of this city (although I would not complete it so briefly),
I will say only that these people live almost like those in Spain, and
in as much harmony and order as there, and considering that they
are barbarous and so far from the knowledge of God and cur off

* . - -
from all civilized nations, it is tr

have achieved in all things.

Touching Mutezuma’s service and all that was remarkable in
his magnificence and power, there is so much to describe that I do
not know how to begin even to recount some part of it; for, as |
have already said, can there be anything more magnificent than thar
this barbarian lord should have all the things to be found under the
heavens in his domain, fashioned in gold and silver and jewels and
feathers; and so realistic in gold and silver that no smith in the
world could have done better, and in jewels so fine that it is impos-
sible to imagine with what instruments they were cut so perfectly;

ly remarkable to see whar they
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TH

and those in £ eathers more wonderful than anything in wax or em-
hroidery- ‘ ; .

[ have not yet been able to discover the extent of the domain
in the two hundred leagues which his messengers
d to the south of this city his orders were
inces in the middle of these

of Mutezuma, but
raveled to the north an
oheved, although there were some prov o i
I;amis which were at war with him.LEur frcfrn 1:vhat [ h:lwe discos “1:. !
and what he has told me, I lmagim:‘xthal: his kingdom 1s almost as big

as Spain, for he sent messengers from the region of Putunchan,

X AT . aEE h
which is the Grijalba River, seventy léagues to a city which s called

Cumantan commanding the inhabitants thereof to offer themselves
1 r is 230 leagues from the

. vassals to Your Majesty, and that city foca o1
capiral; the remaining 150 leagues have bccnl explored h::'! PZIHTH;::
on my orders. The greater part of the ctnans of rhcst._ Em. ; afm
provinces, especially those from close by, resided, as I have sai l,!
most of the year in this capital city, and all or mbst of [Ilwar elc cs;
500§ Were 11'; the service of Mutezuma. In all these domains he hﬂ_
his own people, and governors and offhi-
cials to collect the tributes which each ;mw]nc? must pay; :'I.Ind rl‘:m}.'
kepr an account of whatever each one wis ui}llgcﬂ_ to ]:_"I“.?Lh“.] c t::-u
he paper which they |1|::Lkr1 x-.-_hnc is th
inces paid appropriate tributes in ac-
thus Mutezuma received

e ckisi i mmas ard he wrag S0 fr_-gr‘r_-[{
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fortresses gnrrisunud with

acters and drawings on t
writing.” Each of these prov
cnniﬂ.r:.r_'c with the nature of the land;
ey "S0IL of yroduce {rom th :
::Iﬂ:il, both picmnr and absent, that there could be no ruler in the
world more so. . . .
He had, hoth inside the city and outside, many prwnrclrcm-
dences, each one for a p.srtir_'u]::r pastime, and as v.'t!i‘m?.dc as rf‘.:m
describe—as is befitting so great a ruler. T]1Ir: palace inside t}:-c city
i1 which he lived was so marvelous that J.Erbtf:l'lls to e impos-
sible to describe its excellence and grandeur. Therefore, I shall not

ibe i 11 cave ta sav that in Spain there is nothing
attempt (o describe it at all, save to say t} p

to compare with it. _ N |
He also had another house, only a little less magnificent than
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this, where there was a very beautiful garden with balconies over ir;
and the facings and flagstones were all of jasper and very w li[
made. In this house there were rooms enough for two great princL.-
with all their household. There were also ten pools in which v;.:f H
kept all the many and varied kinds of water bird found in th c:-
parts, all of them domesticated. For the sea birds there were rjm[L-
of salt 'water, and for river fow! of fresh water, which was emf;:.ric:;
from time to time for cleaning and filled again from the aqueducrc‘
Each species of bird was fed with the food which it eats when vril-.ll
so that those which eat fish were given fish, and those which ur
wormms, worms, and those which eat maize or smaller grain were
hl.(ewwe given those things. And I assure Your Highness that the
bn'c-ls which eat only fish were given 250 pounds each day
Wthl'.l were taken from the salt lake. There were three humE'lt:ni‘
men in charge of these birds who knew no other trade, as thrm'l_-
were others who were skilled only in healing sick birds. Above
these pools were corridors and balconies, all very finely made
where Mutezuma came to amuse himself by watching them. len:
wats also in this house a room in which were kept men, women and
children who had, from birth, white faces and bodies and white
hair, eyebrows and eyelashes. \

' He had another very beautiful house, with a large patio, laid
V‘flth pretty tiles in the manner of a chessboard. There were rc’)n:n.s
nine feet high and as large as six paces square. The roofs of each uf
these houses are half covered with tiles while the other half is cov-
ered by well-made latticework. In each of these rooms there ;Lx-';w
kept a bird of prey of every sort that is found in Spain, from t|1-;:
kestrel to the eagle, and many others which have never’been seen
there. There were large numbers of each of these birds, and in ch-f:
covered part of each of the rooms was a stick like a perch, and
fmother outside beneath the latticework, and they were on ont; dur-
ing the night or when it rained and on the other during the day
when the sun was out. All these birds were given chickens to m t
each day and no other food. In this house there were several larL;{:
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|ow rooms filled with big cages, made from heavy timbers and very
well joined. In all, or in most of them, were large numbers of lions,
rigers, wolves, foxes and cats of various kinds which were given as
many chickens to eat as they needed. Another tbree hundred men
looked after these birds and animals. There was yet another house
where lived many deformed men and women, among which were
J{warfs and hunchbacks and others with other deformities; and each
manner of monstrosity had a rogm to itself; and likewise there were
people to look after them. I sha &not mention the other entertain-
nents which he has in this city, forthey are very many and of many
Jifferent kinds. .

He was served in this manner: Each day at dawn there ar-
rived at his house six hundred chiefs and principal persons, some of
whom sat down while others wandered about the rooms and corri-
dors of the house'; there they passed the time talking but without
ever entering his presence. The servants of thdse persons and those
who accompanied them filled two or three large courtyards and the
street, which was very big. And they remained all day until night-
fall. When they brought food to Mutezuma they also provided for
all those chiefs to each according to his rank; and their servants and
followers were also given to eat. The pantry and the wine stores
were left open each day for those who wished to eat and drink.
Three or four hundred boys came bringing the dishes, which were
without number, for each time he lunched or dined, he was brought
every kind of food: meat, fish, fruit and vegetables. And because
the climate is cold, beneath each plate and bowl they brought a
brazier with Hot coals so that the food should not go cold. They

laced all these dishes together in a great room where he ate, which
was almost always full. The floors were well covered and clean and
he sat on a finely made, small leather cushion. While he ate, there
were five or six old men, who sat apart from him; and to them he
gave a portion of all he was eating. One of the servants set down and
removed the plates of food and called to others who were farther
away for all that was required. Before and after the meal they gave
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him water for his hands and a towel which once used was never
used again, and likewise with the plates and bowls, for when they
brought more food they always used new ones, and the same with
the braziers.

He dressed each day in four different garments and never
dressed again in the same ones. All the chiefs who entered his house
went barefoot, and those he called before him came with their
heads bowed and their bodies-in a humble posture, and when they
spoke to him they did not look him in the face; this was because
they held him in great respect and reverence. I know that they did
it for this reason because certain of those chiefs reproved the Span-
iards, saying that when they spoke to me they did so openly with-
out hiding their faces, which seemed to them disrespectful and lack-
ing in modesty. When Mutezuma left the palace, which was not
often, all those who went with him and those whom he mer in the

streets turned away their faces so that in no manner should they
look on him; and all the others prostrated themselves until he had
passed. One of those chiefs always walked before him carrying
three long thin rods, which I think was done so that all should
know he was coming. When he descended from the litter he took
one of these in his hand and carried it to wherever he was going.
The forms and ceremonies with which this lord was attended are so
many and so varied that I would need more space than that which I
have at present to recount them, and a better memory wirh which

to recall them, for I do not think that the sultans nor any of the

infidel lords of whom we have heard until now are attended with

such ceremony.

While in this great city I was seeing to the things which [
thought were required in the service of Your Sacred Majesty and
subduing and persuading to Your service many provinces and lands
containing very many and very great cities, towns and fortresses. I
was discovering mines and finding out many of the secrets of Mure-
zuma’s lands and of those which bordered on them and those of
which he had knowledge; and they are so many and so wonderful
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hat they seem almost unbelievable. All of which was clodm:l lr:he
; IL-h gubd will and delight on the part of Mutezuma afn Ao
: ‘ves of the 2forementioned lands that 1t seefneq as i ffeare]
:-1|Tt~i~; l;mi known Your Sacred Majesty to be their king amI }:gYour
i :[1 and with no less good will they have done all that L, 1

(e, = | ‘

1oval name, have commanded them.
Ry ll;nifhm matters and in others no less }Jseful to the Rog;arl
«ervice of Your Highness [ spent fxom the elgh'tlh (ﬁ N;vc::: : ir;
s¢ o, until the beginning of M?y tc:f ts Xeags\it\(l)h;:a:ly \:ndqdiverse
. having sent many of the pa \\xar. )
places and 11-.wgng paciﬁed and settled thxshl:md, 1 twla; :;n:::‘\islt);

i i i ith a reply to the repor

aiting for ships to armnve wit : X
:::-r Ji‘:’l:n'wsw concerning this land and by them to send this on

) . llected for Your High-
and all the gold and jewels which [ had cotle® land, vassals of

151

this cicy,

ess. when there came to me certain mmvee:1 of thhow oy he
Mutezuma, who live by the sea. They told me e eting
mountains of Sanmyn, which are on the‘ coast, bef S o e
e harbor or bay of Sant Juan, eighteen‘shlpsdhag am:: a,s iigd
I 1 ecau

id not k these ships belonged, '
did not know to whom . " Soon =
they had seen them they had come to mfom.l me. hFotl)lZ\: h% these
i',’ll:‘JL‘ . Indian from the island of Femzndma},‘w ostrso %hat hel

4 1] ) oa

: i hom I had posted on the coast, )
letter from a Spamard w 0 e e
saw ships he should tell them about me and the t?;v:\rixs O
-L'Ic'usc by that harbor, so they should not get lost. . 1; e
rained the following: That on such and sjuch a dagr ;\1 s;‘r:% lOOk}:d "
)
i harbor of Sant Juan, an

anchored in front of the .
Jong the coast as far as he was able but had see}r‘\ <;10 ot “ ,Y ind
i y l:‘r . - . en
therefore he believed that it was the shxp. which I ha ;0 L
Sacred Majesty, because it was time for ft to return.h e e
~L‘:|i]‘| however, he was waiting for this ship to enter td? Fl s0 that
th :111irrht learn what it was. Then he would immediately

me. : ne road
\When I saw this letter I sent two Spagxardf, one by r:essenger
and one by another so that they should not miss any

e
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coming from the ship. I told them to go to the port and discover
how many ships had arrived, whence they came, and what they
were carrying, and to return to me as swiftly as possible to inforn
me. Likewise I sent another to the town of Vera Cruz to tell them
all that I had discovered about those ships so that they might make
enquiries there and send me their information. I sent yet another tq
the captain whom, together with 150 men, I had ordered to build »
town in the province and port of Quacucalco,™ and I wrote to him
that, no matter where the messenger might reach him, he should
not move from there until I wrote again, for I had received news
that certain ships had arrived at the port, which, so it 2 ppeared
later, he already knew by the time my letter arrived.

After I had sent these messengers, fifteen days passed with-
out my knowing anything or receiving a reply from any of them,
and this perturbed me not a little. After fifteen days, however,
there came other Indians, also Mutezuma’s vassals, and from these |
learnt that the ships were anchored in the port of Sant Juan, and that
the people had landed. They had counted eighty horses, and cighr
hundred men and ten or twelve guns, all of which they had r::pl_:'c-
sented on a piece of their paper,” to show it to Mutezuma. The
Indians told me how the Spaniard I had posted on the coast and all
the other messengers whom I had sent were with those people, and
_had explained to the Indians that the captain would not let them
leave and asked them to inform me of the fact. When I heard all
this I resolved to send a friar™ whom I had brought in my company
with a letter from me and another from the alcaldes and rt.‘.E_riL[m'c-.s
of the town of Vera Cruz who were with me in the city. These |
addressed to the captain and his people who had landed at thar port,
informing them very fully of all that had happened in this Jand and
how I had taken many cities, towns and fortresses and had sub-
jected them to Your Majesty’s Royal service, and how I had cap-
tured the lord of these parts. I spoke of the nature ‘of the capital city
and of the gold and jewels which I had for Your Highness; and also
of how I had sent a report concerning this land to Your Majesty. |

(

begged them to inform me as to- who they were, and if.they were

.rue vassals of the realms and dominions of :Your Highness, and to

write to me whether they came by Your Royal command to settle -
4nd remain in the land, or were going on, or had to return. If they

lacked for anything, I would equip them with all that was in my

sower. If they came from outside Your Highness’s domains they

<hould-also let me know whethek, they had need of anything, for 1

would likewise help them. as best\l could; but if they refused to

inform me, I required them on bebalf of Your Majesty to depart
from Your lands at once and not to disembark. Furthermore, I

warned them that if they did not do so'I would march against them

with all T had, Spaniards as well as natives of the land, and I would
capture or kill them as foreigners invading the realms and dominions
of my lord and king.

Five days after the aforementioned friar had left with this
dispatch, there arrived in the city of Temixtitan\wenty Spaniards
from Vera Cruz, and they brought with them a friar and two lay-
men whom they had taken in the aforementioned town.” From
them I learnt that the fleet in the port was from Diego Velizquez
and had come by his command, under the captaincy of one Pinfilo
de Narvéez, an inhabitant of the island of Fernandina. He brought
cighty horsemen and many guns and eight hundred foot soldiers,

among whom they said there were eighty harquebusiers and 120

b o malla H— H 1
crossbowmen; and he called himself captan general and lientenant

governor in all these parts for Diego Velzquez, and for this had
brought decrees from Your Majesty. The messengers [ had sent and
the man I had p'osted on the *coast were all with this Pénfilo de
Narvéez and he would not allow them to return. From them he had
learnt how I had founded a town, twelve leagues from the port, and
of the people who were in it and likewise he heard of those people
I had sent to Quacucalco and those who were in a province called
Tuchitebeque, which is thirty leagues from the aforementioned
port; and of all the things which I, in the service of Your Highness,
had done in the land: of the towns and cities which I had conquered
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and pacified; of that great city of Temixtitan; of the gold and jewels
which had been acquired in the land; and of all the other thin
which had happened to me. ®

Narviez had sent these men to Vera Cruz to speak to the
people there on his behalf and see if they could win them over to his
purpose and make them rise against me. With them they brought
more than a hundred letters which this Narvdez and his compan-
ions had sent to Vera Cruz telling the people of the town to believe
what the cleric and the others who were with him said on his be-
half, and promising them that if they did as he asked, he, in the
name of Diego Velizquez, would reward them well; but if they
re.fused, they would be very harshly treated. This and rﬁany other
things contained in these letters were told to me by those enyoys.

Almost at the same time one of the Spaniards from Quacu-
calco arrived with letters from the captain, one Juan Velizquez de
Le6n.” He informed me that the people who had come to that port
were those of Pinfilo de Narviez. This' captdin also forwarded me
a letter which Narviez had sent to him with an Indian, for he was a
relation of Diego Velizquez and Narviez’s brother-in-law, in
which Narvéez said that he had learnt from my messengers how
]u:cm Velizquez was there with those men, and asked that he should
bring them to him for it was his duty to a kinsman, and that he,
Narviez, believed that I held him by force; and other things which
Narviéez had written. This captain, Juan Velézquez, as he was more
bound to serve Your Majesty, not only refused to do as Narviez
bade him, but, after he had sent me this letter, came to join forces
with me.

. I learnt from that cleric and from the other two who accom-
panied him many things about the intentions of Diego Veldzquez
and Péinfilo de Narviez and how they had sent that fleet and their
men against me because I had sent the report concerning this land
to Your Majesty and not to the aforementioned"Dicgo Velazquez;
and how they came with pernicious intent to kill me and many of
my company whom they had already singled out in Cuba. I like-
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wise learned that the licenciado Figueroa, a judge residing on the
island of Hispaniola, and all Your Highness’s judges and officials,
when they heard that Diego Veldzquez was preparing a fleet, and
his purpose in doing so, had seen the harm and disservice to Your
Majesty that this might cause and had therefore sent the licenciado
Lucas Viézquez de Ayllén,™ one of the aforementioned judges, with
their authozity to command Diego Veldzquez not to send the fleet.
When he arrived he found Diegk Velizquez on the headland of the
island of Fernandina with all his then armed and prepared to leave.
He commanded Diego Veldzquez and all those in the fleet not to
go, for Your Highness would be ill served by their doing so, and he
threatened them with severe penalties, but they, in defiance of all
this licenciado had commanded them, departed with the fleet none-
theless. '

I also learnt that this same Ayllén was in the port, for he had
sailed with the fleet hoping thereby to prevent the harm which
would ensue from its arrival, because the evil intents with which it
came were well known to him and to everyone else. I sent the
aforementioned cleric with a letter of mine for Narvéez,” in which
I told him how I had learnt from the same cleric and his companions
that Narviez was the captain of the fleet, and I was pleased that it
was so, for, as my messengers had not returned, I had thought
otherwise; but that as he knew I was in this land in Your Highness’s
service, [ was surprised that he had neither written nor sent any
messenger advising me of his arrival, for he knew how pleased I
would be, both because he had been my friend for a long time and
because I knew that he camé to serve Your Highness, which was
what I most desired. Furthermore, it surprised me to hear that he
had sent suborners and letters of inducement to the people, whom I,
in the service of Your Majesty, had in my company, to rise against
me and join him as though one of us were a Christian and the other
an infidel or as if one were Your Highness’s vassal and the other his
enemy. I, therefore, begged him to cease behaving in this fashion,
and to let me know the reason for his coming. I also informed him

LI
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tilat I had been told he had taken the title of captain general and
helitenant governor for Diego Velizquez, and had had himself rj

claimed throughout the land as such; and that he had ap ]Dii—it{-]i
al.calde.s and regidores and executed justice, all of which 'n.'v':lSE:l pr:
dissei'wce to Your Highness and contrary to all Your laws; hcg;;u-l:i
as this land pertained to Your Majesty and had been C(:iui‘l.i.}:ml b:
Your vassals, and as there was both justice and a municipal council
he. could not assume the aferementioned titles or exercise rlwn-i
without first being instated, for in order to do so he needed You

Majesty’s decree. If he brought such a decree, I asked and rc:]uji—cgi
him to present it before me and before the municipal council of
Vera pruz, and they would be observed as letters and decrees from
our king and rightful lord insofar as was appropriate to Your '1"..! a-
jesty’s Royal service. i

I was myself in that city where I held the lord captive, and |
had a great quantity of gold and jewels, belonging to Your High-
ness, to the people in my company, and to myself, and for this rea-
son I dared not leave the city for fear that once I had done so the
inhabitants would rebel and I would lose all the gold, the ',;wﬂf
and even the city itself; for once that was lost the whole cnuwti'i-:
would be lost also. Likewise I gave this cleric a letter for a‘ixril(m-i
wiio, as | later discovered, by the time the cleric arrived E‘J:Tllii 1]@;[1-
seized by Narviez and sent back with two ships.™ 1 ‘

(?n the day this cleric left, a messenger arrived from the
people in Vera Cruz, who informed me that all the natives had
rebelled and joined Narviez, especially those of the cir.»' of
Cempoal and their followers, and that none of them would come
and serve in the town or the fortress or provide any of the other
assistance as they used to; for they said Narviez had told them that
I was wicked and he had come to seize me and all my company and
take us away. The men that he brought were many, while those
who were on my side were few, and he brought many horses and
guns and they wished to be on the winning side. This messenger
also informed me that they had learnt from the Indians how I‘J'iir-
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viez had moved his quarters to the city of Cempoal, and, knowing
how near it was to Vera Cruz, they believed from all they had
heard of Narvdez's evil intentions that he would move against them
with the help of those Indians. They, therefore, informed me that
they were leaving the town so as not to fight themi; and to avoid a
dfiscurbance they were going into the mountains to the house of a
chieftain who was Your Highness’s vassal and our friend, and there
they would remain until I sent t tell them what they should do.
When I saw the great har which was being stirred up, and
how the country was in revolt becatse of Narviez, it seemed to me
that if T went to where he was the tountry would, in great part,
hecome calm, for the Indians would not dare to rebel once they had
«cen me. | also intended to make an agreement with Narvéez so that
the great harm which was begun should cease. So [ departed that
same day, lcaving the fortress well provided with maize and water,
and gurrimned by five hundred men with some guns.”® And together
with the remaining seventy or so men, I set out accompanied by
some of Mutezuma’s chieftains. Before 1 left I spoke to Mutezuma
at length, telling him to bear in mind that he was Your Highness's
vassal and would now receive favors from Your Majesty for the
services he had rendered, and that I left in his care those Spaniards,
with all the gold and jewels which he had given me and had ordered
to be given to Your Highness, for now 1 was going to meet those
people who had newly arrived in the land, to discover who they
were, for as yet I did not know, but 1 believed that they must be
hostile, and not Your Highness’s vassals. He promised me to pro-
vide those I left behind with everything they might need and to
euard closely all that I left there belonging to Your Majesty; and
those of his people who went with me would lead me by a road
which never left his lands, and on it he would have them provide
me with everything I required. He begged me to inform him if
those people were hostile, for he would straightaway send many
warriors to fight them and drive them from the land. For all of
which T thanked him and assured him that he would be well re-
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warded by Your Highness, and I gave many jewels and articles of
clothing to him and to a son of his and to many of the lords who
were with him at that time.

. In a city called Churultecal I met Juan Veldzquez, the cap-
tain yvhom, as I have said, I had sent to Quacucalco, together with
all ins men; and after having sent some who were sick on to the
capital, I continued my journey with him and the rest. Fifteen
leagues beyond Churultecal Imet the friar whom I had sent to the
port to discover whose fleet it was that had arrived there. He
brought me a letter from Narviez which informed me that he
Narviez, brought certain decrees to hold this land for Diego Ve:
lizquez, and that I should go to where he was to comply with
ther.n; and that he had founded a town and appointed alcaldes and
regidores. From this same friar I also learnt how Narviez had
seized the licenciado Ayllén, his notary and alguacil, and had sent
them away in two ships; how certain of Narvéez's men had at-

tempted to bribe him into persuading some of my company to gci
over to Narviez; and how the same Narviez had paraded all his
men, both horsemen and foot soldiers, before him and certain In-
dxz'ms who were with him, had fired all the ordinance both in the
ships and on land in order to frighten them, and then had said, “See
how you cannot defend yourselves if you do not do as we ask.” He
al;sci told me how he had seen Narvéez with a native chief, a vassal
of Muiczuna and his governor in aii the lands from the mountains
to the coast. He knew that this chief had spoken to Narviez on
Mutezuma’s behalf and had given him certain gold ornaments; in
return Narvéez had given him some few things, and had sent rries-
sengers to Mutezuma to tell him he would be freed and that he
Narvéez, had come to seize me and all my company and woulci
afterwards leave the land. He said he did not want gold but that
once he had captured me and all those with me he would leave the
people of this land in complete freedom. Finally, this friar said I
should kriow that Narvéez’s intention was to take possession of this
land on his own authority, without being subject to anyone, and if I
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and my company would not acknowledge him as captain general
und chief justice, in the name of Diego Veldzquez, he intended to
roceed against us and take us by force. To this end he was in
league with the natives, especially with Mutezuma by way of his
messengers. .

As [ foresaw so clearly the harm and disservice to Your Ma-
jesty which would ensue from th\e above-mentioned, especially as
they told me he had powerful fortes with him, and brought a de-
cree from Diego Veldzquez that as soon as I and certain of my com-

anions, whom he had singled out, were taken we should be

hanged, I still determined to go to him, thinking it wise to make him
recognize the great disservice which he was doing to Your High-
ness and to dissuade him from his evil intent. So I continued on my
way, and fifteen leagues before the city of Cempoal, where Nar-

vaez was quartcred, the cleric whom the people of Vera Cruz had

sent, and with whom I had dispatched a letter to Narvéez and Ay-

116n, came to me together with another cleric™ and one Andrés de
Duero, an inhabitant of the island of Fernandina and-also one of
Narviez's company. They, in reply to my letter, told me, on Nar-
vez's behalf, that I should still go and obey him and acknowledge
him as captain general and hand over the country to him, and that if
I did not do so I would suffer greatly, for he, Narviez, had many
forces and I, few, because in addition to the Spaniards whom he
brought, most of the natives were on s side. If 1 delivered the
country to him, he said he would give me all that I needed of the
ships and provisions which he had and would allow me, and all
those who wished to go with me, to leave with all we wished to
take without impeding us in any way. One of those clerics also told
me that Diego Velazquez had empowcred Narviez and the two
clerics jointly to make this offer and any concessions I might wish. I
replieﬂ that I saw no decree from Your Highness instructing me to
deliver the land to them, and that, if indeed they brought one, they
should present it before me and the municipal council of Vera Cruz
in accordance with the practice in Spain; and that I was very dili-
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gent in my obedience and, therefore, until this was done, I would
not be persuaded by bribes to do as they asked, for I, and those who
were with me, would rather die in defense of the land which we
had won and now held in subjection for Your Majesty than be dis-
loyal or traitors to our king.

They made many other suggestions to win me to their pur-
pose, but none of them would I accept before I had seen a decree
fr?n.l Your Highness ordering.me to do so, which they were never
willing to show me. Finally these clerics, Andrés de Duero and 1
agreed that Narviez, with ten of his men, and I, with as many of
mine, should meet with a surety on both sides, and there he would
make known to me the decree, if indeed he brought one, and I
would reply to him. I, for my part, signed and dispatched a safe-
?onduct, and he likewise sent me another signed in his name which,
it seemed to me, he had no intention of keeping, for he had planned
to find a way to kill me at our meeting without more ado. To that
end he instructed two of the ten who were to come with him to faill
on me while the others fought with my men. For they said that
once I was dead their task was accomplished, which, indeed, it
wou.ld have been if God, who so often intervenes at such times, had
not intervened then with a warning, which one of those who was
party to the treachery sent me together with the safe-conduct.

Once I had learnt all this I wrote a letter to Narvdez and
anoither to ilie imediatvrs telling them thar I had discovered his evii
designs and that I had no wish to meet them in the manner they
planned. I then sent them several requests and commands in which I
demanded that if Narviez brought any decree from Your High-
ness, he should make it known to me, and until he did so he should
not call himself captain general or chief justice or exercise any of
the functions of those offices under pain of certain punishments
whic}’\ I imposed. Likewise I commanded all those who were with
Narviez not to obey him as captain general or chief justice, and
summoned them to appear before me within a certain time, which I
also set down, when I would tell them what they should ;lo in the

rHE SECOND LETTER 125
service of Your Highness( But I warned that if they did not do so, I
would proceed against them as against traitors and perfidious vassals
who had rebelled against their sovereign and sought to usurp his
realms and dominions and deliver them to a man who had no claim
(o them nor competent authority over them. In the execution
whereof, if they did not appear before me or perform'what was
required of them in my commapndment, I would march against
them and seize them and hold them\prisoner as justice demanded.
Narvéez's reply was to seize the notary and his companion,
who was carrying the order, and alsd, some Indians in their com-
pany, all of whom were detained until 1 sent another messenger to
inquire about them.?® All Narviez's men were paraded before them,
and they and I were threatened if we refused to surrender the land.
Once I had seen that there was no way by which I could avoid the
great harm that would ensue, and, furthermore, that the natives of
the land were becoming more rebellious each day} I entrusted my-
self to God, and, setting aside all fear of what might ensue, and
considering that to die in the service of my king and in defense of
his lands against usurpation would win for us all great glory, I or-
dered Gonzalo de Sandoval, alguacil mayor, to seize Narvdez and
all those who called themselves alcaldes® and regidores; and to do
this I gave him eighty men. I, with another 170 men (for we were

250 all together) but with no horses or guns, followed the afore-
mavor on foot to assist him should Narvéez and

micntioncd alguacil mayor on 2o
the others resist arrest.
On the same day the alguacil mayor, and I and all the men

arrived at the city of Cempoal, where Narviez and his people were
camped. He learnt of our arrival and rode out of his camp with
eighty horsemen and five hundred foot soldiers, still leaving a
strong force behind in the great temple of the city where he had his
quartérs. Thus he came to within a league of where I was, but, as all
he knew of my arrival he had heard from the Indians, when he
failed to find me he thought they were deceiving him and he re-
turned to the city, alerting all his men and placing two spies almost
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one league outside the city. As I wished to avoid any disturbance, |
thought it best to go by night without being observed if possibi
and proceed directly to. Narvéez’s quarters, which I and all me'
company knew very well, and seize him, for I believed that once h);
was t?k.en there would be no disturbance, because the others would
be willing to follow justice, particularly since most of them had
be;:n forced to come by Diego Veldzquez and for fear that if they
;*Z ::::d::]eazlght confiscate the Indians tl}gy had in the island of
So a little after midnight on the Feast of Pentecost,® I en-
tcr'cd Narviez’s camp. First, however, I met the aforeme’ntioned
spies Narvdez had stationed and my vanguard captured one of
them, from whom I learnt how they were disposed. The other es-
caped an_d so that he should not arrive before me and warn them of
my coming I advanced as rapidly as possible, although not fast
enough to prevent the spy from arriving almost half an hour be-
fore me. : 4
When I reached Narviez’s camp all his men were armed and
mounted gg._d well prepared, two hundred men in each section, but
we came with such stealth that when they observed us and sou;lded
the alarm I was already inside the courtyard of the camp where all
(t)hefmcn were g;thered together; and they had occupied the three
r four towers there and gll the other strong positions. On the steps
o%: the tower where Narviez himsclf was quartered were soul'x)c
nineteen guns, But we climbed those steps so quickly that they had
time to fire only one gun, which, thank God, did not go off or cause
any harm whatsoever. We reached the place where Narviez slept.
and he and some fifty men fought with the alguacil mayor and thej
men w!m were with him, and although they commanded Narvéez
many tx.mes in Your Highness’s name to give himself up, he would
not .unnl they had set fire to the place, at which he sn;rrendercd
While the alguacil mayor was seizing Narviez, |, with the rest of.
the men, defended the tower against those who Icame to his assist-
ance, and I seized the artillery and with it strengthened my defense.

&
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with the loss of only two men who ‘were killed by one shor, in one

hour all those whom we wished to capture were taken, together

with the arms of all of them. They all promised to abide by Your

Majesty’s justice, for they claimed to have been deceived into be-

lieving that Narvéez had decrees from Your Majesty and that I had
usurped the land and was a traitor to Your Highness,’and many
other things besides. When they all knew the truth and how Diego
Velizquez and Narvéez|had acted with evil intent and their cam-
paign had been misconceived, the?r}&erc very glad that God had so
provided. For I assure Your Majesty\that if God had not mysteri-
ously assisted us and the victory had gone to Narviez, it would have
been the greatest harm that Spaniards had done to each other for a
long time past. For he would have carried out his intentions and
what Diego Veldzquez had ordered him to do, namely, to hang me
and many of my company so that no one might recount what had
happened. Furthermore, I was informed by somd Indians that they
had agreed that if Narviez had captured me as he intended he could
not have done it without many of his own people being killed as
well as mine. Meanwhile the Indians would have killed all those 1
had left in the city, as indeed they attempted to. Afterwards they
would have united and fallen on all those who remained here so that
they and their land might be free, and all memory of the Spaniards

obliterated. Your Highness may be certain that had they accom-
Slished all they intended, this land which has now been conquered

~ ~
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and subdued could not be regained in twenty years.

Two days after Narviez's capture, as I could not now
maintain so many people together in that city, especially as it was
almost in ruins, for those who were with Narviez had looted it and
all the inhabitants had fled, leaving their houses empty, I sent two
captains with two hundred men each, one to build a town at the
port ‘of Qucicalco, which, as I told Your Highness, I had previ-
ously ordered to be built, and the other to that river which the ships
of Francisco de Garay said they had seen, for I was now sure of its
existence there.® Likewise I sent another two hundred men to the
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town of Vera Cruz, where I ordered Narviez’s ships to be brought,
I myself remained in the city with the rest of the men to provide for
all that might be necessary in Your Majesty’s service. I also sent a
messenger to the city of Temixtitan to inform the Spaniards who
remained there of all that had happened to me. This messenger re-
turned within twelve days bringing me letters from the alcalde who
had remained there in which he informed me of how the Indians
had attacked the fortress and set fire to it in many places and tried
to mine it, and that the Spaniards had been greatly pressed and in
great danger, and might yet be killed if Mutezuma did not order a
cease fire, for although they were not at present being attacked,
they were still surrounded and not permitted to venture outside the
fortress at all. In the battle they had lost much of the provisions
which I had left them and the four brigantines I had built there
were burnt. They were in dire need and I must, for the love of
God, come to their aid as swiftly as possible.®® )

I saw how hard pressed these Spaniards were, and knew that
if I did not go to their aid not only would they be killed by the
Indians and all the gold and silver we had acquired that belonged to
Your Highness as well as to the Spaniards and myself be taken, but
the greatest and most noble city of all the newly discovered part of
the world would be lost, and with it all we had gained, for it was
the capital city of the land which all others obeyed. I immediately
sent messengers to the captains whom I had dispatched informing
them of all I had heard from the capital and ordering them to re-
turn, no matter where they might be, and travel by the shortest main
road to the province of Tascalteca, where I would join them with
all the artillery I could command and seventy horsemen. There we
met, and when we had paraded our men we found that we had
seventy horsemen and five hundred foot soldiers.

Ileft in all possible haste for the capital, and not once on my
journey did any of Mutezuma’s people come’ to welcome me as
they had before. And all the land was in revolt and almost uninhab-
ited, which aroused in me a terrible suspicion that the Spaniards in
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che city were dead and that all the natives had gather?dhw;ltu:gdt‘:
surprise me in some pass or other place whefc they might hav he
advantage of me. Fearing this, I }?roceeded W.lth 2\e nga;est P;)Sha've
caution until I arrived at the city of Tesuico, w'hll,c , as hav
already informed Your Majesty, 1s on the shores. of t athgrc;:td re:
There 1 asked the inhabitants about the Spaniards who a; A
mained in the capital and was told that they were still alive. St en
instructed them to bring me a cagoe, for T wished to send a pa}x‘l-
:ard to find out; and I said also thg\v‘hen %\e left, one of them, ;\v 0
seemed to be of importance, was to\remain with me, for now ;rle
could I see any of the chiefs and nobles who were known t.o me. k ;
then ordered a canoe to be brought and .sent several Indians wit
the Spaniard, while he himself remaiged with me. o Temixitan
As this Spaniard was embarking for the city o ch; : ,
he saw another canoe approaching across the lalfe and waxteh or.tlt
to reach the port. In it came one of the SPamirds frorg the ci gr{
from whom I learnt that they were all alive, ?xcept ve (;r s :
whom the Indians had killed; but the rest were still su',rround'eh an
not allowed to leave the fortress nor were the)‘r pto?uded witl an};
of the things they needed except at a great price. Smcebhearmga :d
my arrival, however, the Indians had' Freated them t?ttmt'; ind
Mutezuma had said that he was only wamng for me to arrive beto
allowing them to move freely about the city as thezrhw.vere accx::
tomed. With this Spaniaxd, Mutczuma cent me ane of his own m

sengers, who told me that as I must by now be informed of all that
had happened in the city

he believed I would be angry ar;d int;:‘nt
ine him harm. But he begged me not to be angry, for wi at
(l):;dd;:;)gpened grieved him as deeply as it did me and th;t r;othxrr:g
had been done by his will and consent. He sent me wor ;)1. man)‘;
other things to placate the anger he thought I bore agamstf im, ath‘
begged me to go and live in the city as I had done beforc;i gr nothe
ing would be done there save what 1 commanded, as .ha . eer; he
case before. I answered saying that I was not angry with him, dq
well knew his good intention and wanted fo do as he requested.

N
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On the following day, which was the eve of St. John the
Baptist’s day, I departed and slept on the road three leagues from
the city; and on the day of St. John, after having heard Mass, |
entered the city, almost at midday. I saw very few people about the
city and some of the gates at the crossroads and entrances to streets
had been removed, which did not seem well to me, although |
thought that they did it for fear of what they had done, and that
my arrival would reassure them. With this I went to the fortress
where, together with the great temple which was beside it, all my
people were quartered. The garrison in the fortress received us
with such joy it seemed we had given back to them their lives which
they had deemed lost; and that day and night we passed in rejoic-
ing, believing that all was quiet again.

The next day, after Mass, I sent a messenger to Vera Cruz to
give them the good news of how all the Christians were alive and
how I had entered the city which was now secure. But after half an
hour this messenger returned, beaten and wounded and crying out
that all the Indians in the city were preparing for war and had
raised all the bridges. And almost behind him there came upon us
from all sides such a multitude that neither the streets nor the roofs
of the houses could be seen for them.®” They came with the most
fearful cries imaginable, and so many were the stones that were
hurled at us from their slings into the fortress that it seemed they
were raining from the sky, and the arrows and Spears were so many
that all the walls and courtyards were so full we could hardly move
for them. I went out to attack the Indians in two or three places,
and they fought very fiercely with us. In one place a captain went
out with two hundred men, and before he could withdraw they had
killed four and wounded him and many others; and in the place
where I was engaged they wounded me and many of the other
Spaniards. We killed few of them, for they were sheltered from us
on the other side of the bridges and threw stones on us from the
roofs and terraces, some of which were captured and burnt.

But they were so many and so strong and so well provided
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with stones and other arms that we were unable to Fake them all,
for we were few, nor even to prevent them from being able to at-
tack us at their ease. The fighting in the fortress was so fierce that
they set fire to it in many places, and in one b}1rnt d9wn a great part
of it, about which we could do nothing until we knoc.ked down a
part of the wall, which extinguished the fire. And if I had not
placed there a strong force of ha\rquebusiex.‘s an'd crossbowm.en with
some guns, they could easily hava broken in w1tho.ut our being able
to resist. In this fashion we fought'yll that day until well after dark;
and even after nightfall they contin\l\ed to scream at us ;.md make a
commotion until dawn. That night I-had the breaches in the wall
caused by fire repaired, and wherever else I thought the fortress
was weak. I organized the watches and the men who were to keep
them and chose those of us who would go outside to fight the next
day. I also had the wounded, of which there were more than
eighty, attended to. \
Later, when it was light, the enemy attacked us very much
more fiercely than on the previous day, and there Was so great a
number of them that the artillery had no need to aim buF only t.o
point their guns at the Indian forces. And although the. artillery did
much damage, for there were thirteen harquebuses b'esxdcs the guns
and some crossbows, it seemed to make no impression, fo.r where
ten or twelve were killed by the firing others came imm?dlately. to
take their piace, so thac it was a5 if nonc had fallen. Leaving behind
in the fortress all the men I could spare, I took the others and went
out and captured some of the bridges and burnt some of the houses
and killed many of those whq were defending them, but they were
so many that although we did all the harm we could we made very
little impression on them. We had to fight all day, whereas they
fought in shifts and still they seemed to have plenty of' men to
spate. That day they wounded sixty or seventy more S;')ama-rds but
killed none, although we fought until nightfall, by which time we
were so tired we withdrew to the fortress.
Seeing the great harm that the enemy had done us and how



