CURRICULUM VITAE (Abridged)

GEORGE SALIBA
PUBLICATIONS (up to 2009)

BOOKS AND OCCASIONAL PAPERS

Islamic Science and the Making of The European Renaissance (MIT Press, 2007); Turkish
translation contracted, to appear by May 2009. Arabic translation, contracted to
appear in 2008.

Rethinking the Roots of Modern Science: Arabic Manuscripts in European Libraries,
Occasional Paper, Center for Contemporary Arab Studies, Georgetown University,
Washington DC, 1999.

Arabic Scientific Thought: Origins and Development (in Arabic), Balamand University
Center for Christian Islamic Studies, Lebanon, 1998, reviewed in: a/-Machrig, Vol.
73, no. 2, 1999, pp. 531-533.

A History of Arabic Astronomy: Planetary Theories During the Golden Age of Islam, New
York University Press, 1994, paperback, 1995.

The Astronomical Work of Mu’ayyad al-Din al-"Urdi (d.1266): A Thirteenth Century
Reform of Ptolemaic Astronomy, critical edition with English introduction of “Urdi’s
Kitab al-Haya, based on all extant manuscripts, markaz dirasat al-Wahda al-
‘Arabiya, Beirut, 1990, 1995, 2" edition 2001.

From Deferent to Equant: A Volume of Studies in the History of Science in the Ancient and
Medieval Near East in Honor of E.S. Kennedy, coeditor, Annals of the New York
Academy of Science, NY, 1987.

The Crisis of The Abbasid Caliphate, an annotated translation of Tabar1’s caliphate of al-
Musta“m and al-Mu‘tazz (862 - 869 A.D.), SUNY Press, 1985.

Planispheric Astrolabes From The National Museum of American History, coauthor,
Smithsonian Institution Press, 1984.

The Final Quest in the Correction of Astronomical Principles, a critical edition of Ibn al-
Shatir’s Nihayat al-Sul fi Tashih al-Usil, based on all the extant manuscripts
(forthcoming)

ARTICLES

“al-Jahiz and the Critique of Aristotelian Science,” chapter in Al-Jahiz: A Muslim Humanist
for our Time, ed. Arnim Heinemann et al, Orient Institute Beirut, Beiruter Texte und
Studien 119, Ergon Verlag Wiirzburg, Beirut, 2009, pp. 39-50.
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PUBLICATIONS ARTICLES (Cont.)

“Embedding Scientific Ideas as a Mode of Science Transmission,” chapter in 4 Shared
Legacy: Islamic Science East and West, Homage to Professor J.M. Millas Vallicrosa,
eds. Emilia Calvo, Mercé Comes, Roser Puig, and Monica Rius, Publicacions i
Edicions Universitat de Barcelona, Barcelona, 2008, pp. 193-213.

“The Scientific Tradition”, chapter in The Islamic World, ed. Andrew Rippin, Routledge,
London and NY, 2008, pp. 289-304.

“Illustrated Books May be Hazardous to Your Health: A New Reading of the Arabic
Reception and Rendition of the Materia Medica of Dioscorides,” (co-author) Ars
Orientalis, 2008, 35: 6-65.

“China and Islamic Civilization: Exchange of Techniques and Scientific Ideas,” The Silk
Road, 2008, 6: 9-17.

“Islam and Modern Science: Lessons from the Past,” Oxygen. La Scienza per Tutti, April
3/2008, pp. 101-104, Italian version “Scienza e Islam: lezioni dal passato,” pp. 13-23.

“Arabic Science in Sixteenth-Century Europe: Guillaume Postel (1510-1581) and
Arabic Astronomy”, Suhayl, 2007, 7: 115-164.

“Revisiting the Astronomical Contacts Between the World of Islam and
Renaissance Europe: the Byzantine Connection” in The Occult Sciences in
Byzantium, ed. by Paul Magdalino and Maria Mavroudi, La Pomme d’Or,
Geneva, 2006, pp. 361- 373.

“Islamic Science at Its Best,” Essay Review of In Synchrony with the Heavens. by David
King, Journal for the History of Astronomy, 2006, 37: 233-238.

“Horoscopes and Planetary Theory: llkhanid Patronage of Astronomers,” in
Beyond the Legacy of Genghis Khan, ed by Linda Komaroff, Brill, Leiden
and Boston, 2006, pp. 357-368.
“L’astronomie Arabe,” in L’dge d’or des sciences arabes, Actes Sud, Insitut du Monde Arabe,
Paris, 2005, pp. 53-67.

“Exchange of Goods and Ideas Along the Silk Road,” in From Silk to Oil: Cross-Cultural
Connections Along the Silk Roads, A Curriculum Guide for Educators, ed. Martin
Amster, China Institute, 2005, pp. 22-25.

“Shams al-Din al-Khaft1’s (d. 1550) Last Work on Theoretical Astronomy,” in Sciences,
Techniques et Instruments dans le monde Iranien (X°- XIX* siécle), eds. N. Pourjavady
et Z. Vesel, Institut Francais de Recherche en Iran, Presses Universitaires diran,
Teheran, 2004, pp. 55-66.
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PUBLICATIONS ARTICLES (Cont.)

“Revisiting the Syriac Role in the Transmission of Greek Sciences into Arabic,” Journal of
the Canadian Society for Syriac Studies, 2004, 4: 27-32.

“Aristotelian Cosmology and Arabic Astronomy,” in De Zénon d "Elée a Poincaré, ed, Régis
Morelon et Ahmad Hasnawi, Peeters, Louvain, 2004, pp. 251-268.

“The World of Islam and Renaissance Science and Technology,” in The Arts of Fire: Islamic
Influence on Glass and Ceramic of the Italian Renaissance, ed. Catherine Hess with
contributions by Linda Komaroff and George Saliba, The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los
Angeles, 2004, pp. 55-73.

“Arabic Planetary Theories and Their Impact on Copernican Astronomy,” in Cosmology
Through Time: Ancient and Modern Cosmologies in the Mediterranean Area,
Conference Proceedings Astronomical Observatory of Rome — Monteporzio Cantone,
June 17-20, 2001, eds. S. Colafrancesco and G. Giobbi, Mimesis, Milan, 2003, pp.
153-160.

“Reform of Ptolemaic Astronomy at the Court of Ulugh Beg,” in Studies in the History of
The Exact Sciences in Honor of David Pingree, eds, Charles Burnett, Jan P.
Hogendijk, Kim Plofker, and Michio Yano, Leiden, Brill, 2004, pp. 810-824.

“Flying Goats and Other Obsessions: A Response to Toby Huff's “Reply””, Bulletin of the
Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies, 2002, 4: 129-141.

“Le Critiche a Tolomeo,”in Storia della Scienza, editor-in-chief Sandro Petruccioli, Roma,
Istituto della Enciclopedia Italiana, 10v., 2001-, v. III, 2002, pp. 198-213.

“Alternative all’astronomia tolemaica,” in Storia della Scienza, editor-in-chief Sandro
Petruccioli, Roma, Istituto della Enciclopedia Italiana, 10v., 2001-, v. II1, 2002, pp.
214-236.

“Islamic Astronomy in Context: Attacks on Astrology and the Rise of the Hay 'a Tradition,”
Bulletin of the Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies, 2002, 4: 25-46.

“Greek Astronomy and the Medieval Arabic Tradition,” American Scientist, 2002, 90,4: pp.
360-367. Spanish version, “La Astronomia Griega y la Tradition arabe medieval”, in
Investigacion y Ciencia, Junio 2003, pp. 42-50. German version, Spektrum der
Wissenschaft, “Der Schwierige Weg von Ptolemédus zu Kopernikus,” September 2004,
pp. 76-83.

“Islamic Astronomy,” Encyclopedia of Astronomy and Astrophysics, 2001, sub, “Islamic
Astronomy”

“Whose Science is Arabic Science in Renaissance Europe?,” posted in 2000 at:
http://www.columbia.edu/~gas1/project/visions/casel/sci.1.html.


http://www.columbia.edu/%7Egas1/project/visions/case1/sci.1.html
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PUBLICATIONS ARTICLES (Cont.)

“Arabic Versus Greek Astronomy: A Debate Over the Foundations of Science,”
Perspectives on Science, 2000, 8: pp. 328-341.

“Essay Review of World-maps for finding the direction and distance of Mecca: Innovation
and tradition in Islamic Science,” by David King, Leiden, Brill, 1999, in
Mathematical Reviews, electronic version of which is on MathSciNet, No.
2001h:01008, pp. 1-5.

“Objections to Greek Astronomy in Islamic Times and their relationship to the Work of
Copernicus,” History of Physics Newsletter, 2000, 3,1: pp. 7-8.

“Competition and the Transmission of the Foreign Sciences: Hunayn at the Abbasid Court,”
Bulletin of the Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies, 2000, 2: 85-101.

“The Ultimate Challenge to Greek Astronomy: hall ma la Yanhall of Shams al-Din al-KhafrT
(d. 1550),” in Sic Itur Ad Astra: Studien zur Geschichte der Mathematik und
Naturwissenschaften, Festschrift fiir den Arabisten Paul Kunitzsch zum 70.
Geburstag, hrsg. Menso Folkert und Richard Lorch, Harrassowitz Verlag, Wiesbaden,
2000, pp. 490-505

“Mediterranean Crossings: Islamic Science in Renaissance Europe,” Chinese version in
Horizons, 2000,1: 46-63, English version at:
http://www.ccnmtl.columbia.edu/services/dropoft/saliba/document/

“Islamic Science and Technology.” Academic American Encyclopedia. 2000. Grolier
Multimedia Encyclopedia Online. Grolier Interactive, Inc. Danbury, CT.

“Artisans and Mathematicians in Medieval Islam,” Journal of the American Oriental Society,
1999, 119.4: 637-645.

“The Ash‘arites and the Science of the Stars,” in Religion and Culture in Medieval Islam, eds.
Richard G. Hovannisian and Georges Sabbagh, Cambridge and New York,
Cambridge University Press, 1999, pp. 79-92.

“Seeking the Origins of Modern Science,” essay review of Toby E. Huff, The Rise of Early
Modern Science: Islam, China and the West, Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1993, in Bulletin of the Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies, 1999,1: 139-
152.

“Astronomy and Astrology in Medieval Arabic Thought,” in Les doctrines de la science de
["antiquité a I’dge classique, eds. Roshdi Rashed and Joél Biard, Peeters, 1999, pp.
131-164.
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PUBLICATIONS ARTICLES (Cont.)

“Critiques of Ptolemaic Astronomy in Islamic Spain,” Al-Qantara, vol. 20 (1999), pp. 3-25.

“Persian Scientists in the Islamic World: Astronomy from Maragha to Samarqgand,” in The
Persian Presence in the Islamic World, eds. Richard G. Hovannisian and Georges
Sabagh, Cambridge University Press, 1998, pp. 126-146.

“Arabic Astronomy During the Age of Discovery,” in Columbus and the New World, eds.
Joseph C. Schnaubelt O.S.A., and Frederick Van Fleteren, NY, Peter Lang, 1998, pp.
41-66.

“Recent Trends in the Study of the History of Arabic Astronomy,” (Arabic) in Arab and
Islamic Studies in Honor of Mardsen Jones, ed. Thabit Abdullah et al, Cairo, American
University of Cairo Press, 1997, pp.105-124.

“A Redeployment of Mathematics in a Sixteenth-Century Arabic Critique of Ptolemaic
Astronomy,” in Perspectives arabes et médiévales sur la tradition scientifique
philosophique grecque. Actes du Colloque de la S.1.H.S.P.A.1. (Société internationale
d'histoire des sciences et de la philosophie arabe et islamique). Paris, 31 mars-3 avril
1993, A. Hasnawi, A. Elamrani-Jamal, M. Aouad (éd.), Peeters, Leuven-Paris, 1997,
pp. 105-122.

“Interfusion of Asian and Western Cultures: Islamic Civilization and Europe to
1500,” in Asia in Western and World History, eds. A.T. Embree and C. Gluck,
M.E. Sharpe, 1997, pp. 40-54.

“Writing the History of Arabic Astronomy: Problems and Differing Perspectives,” Journal of
the American Oriental Society, 1996,116: 709-718.

“Arabic Science and the Greek Legacy,” in From Baghdad to Bacelona: Studies in the Islamic
Exact Sciences in Honor of Juan Vernet, ed. Julio Samso, Barcelona, 1996, pp. 19-37.

“Arabic Planetary Theories after the Eleventh Century AD,” Encyclopedia of the History of
Arabic Science, Routledge, (London, 1996), pp. 58-127.

Translated into French and updated in:
“Les théories planétaires en astronomie arabe apres le Xle siecle,” Histoire des sciences
arabes, Seuil, Paris, 1997, t. 1, pp. 71-138.

Translated into Arabic and updated in:

“Nazariyyat harakat al-kawakib fT ‘ilm al-falak al-“arabt ba‘d al-qarn al-hadt “ashar,”
Mawsii ‘at Tarikh al-"Ulum al 'Arabiya, markaz dirasat al- wahda al-"arabiya, Beirut,
1997, pp. 95-171.

“Paulus Alexandrinus in Syriac and Arabic,” Byzantion, 1995, 65: 440-454.
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PUBLICATIONS ARTICLES (Cont.)

“An Introduction to Astrology,” essay review of Abii Ma‘shar, The Abbreviation of the
Introduction to Astrology: Together with the Medieval Latin Translationof Adelard
ofBath, edited and translated by Charles Burnett, Keiji Yamamoto and Michio Yano
(E.J.Brill, NY, 1994), in Journal for the History of Astronomy, 1995, 26: 168-170.

“Antioch and All the East: Indian Science and the Early Syrian Fathers,” in The
First One Hundred Years: A Centennial Anthology Celebrating Antiochian
Orthodoxy in North America, ed. George S. Corey et al, Antakya Press, Englewood
(NJ), 1995, pp. 189-217.

“Early Arabic Critique of Ptolemaic Cosmology: A Ninth-Century Text on the Motion of the
Celestial Spheres,” Journal for the History of Astronomy, 1994, 25:115-141.

“A Sixteenth-Century Arabic Critique of Ptolemaic Astronomy: The Work of Shams al-Din al-
Khaft1,” Journal for the History of Astronomy, 1994, 25: 15-38.

“Arabic Planetary Theories in the Post Ghazali Era,” Proceedings of the Third World Academy
of Sciences (TWAS), Tenth Anniversary Celebrations, 1993, pp. 184-191.

“Al-QushjT’s Reform of the Ptolemaic Model for Mercury,” Arabic Sciences and Philosophy,
1993, 3: 161-203.

“Copernican Astronomy in the Arab East: Theories of the Earth’s Motion in the Nineteenth
Century,” in Transfer of Modern Science and Technology to the Muslim World, ed.
Ekmeleddin Thsanoglu, IRCICA, Istanbul, 1992, pp.145- 155.

“The Role of the Astrologer in Medieval Islamic Society,” Bulletin d "Etudes Orientales, 1992,
44: 45-68.

“A Sixteenth-Century Drawing of an Astrolabe Made by Khafif Ghulam “Ali b. ‘Isa (c.850
A.D.),” Nuncius, Annali di Storia della Scienza, 1991, 6:109-119.

co-authored with E. S. Kennedy, “The Spherical Case of the TiisT Couple,” Arabic Sciences
and Philosophy, 1991, 1:285-291, reprinted with minor mistakes in Nasir al-Din al-
Tusi: Philosophe et savant du xiii° siécle, ed. N. Pourjavadi et Z. Vesel, Institut
Francais de Recherche en Iran et Presses Universitaires d’Iran, Teheran, 2000, pp.
105-111.

“The Astronomical Tradition of Maragha: A Historical Survey and Prospects for Future
Research,” Arabic Sciences and Philosophy, 1991,1: 67-99.

“Arabic Astronomy in Byzantium,” Journal for the History of Astronomy, 1990, 21: 211-215.
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PUBLICATIONS ARTICLES (Cont.)

“Al-Birunt and the Sciences of His Time,” Cambridge History of Arabic Literature: Religion,
learning and science in the ‘Abbasid period, Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, NY Port Chester, Melbourne, Sydney, 1990, pp. 405-423.

“A Medieval Arabic Reform of the Ptolemaic Lunar Model,” Journal for the History of
Astronomy, 1989, 20: 157-164.

“On Greek Numerology,” (co-author) Centaurus, 1989, 31: 189-206.
“Birtini, Mathematics and Astronomy,” Encyclopaedia Iranica, Vol. IV, pp. 277-279.

“Ibn Sina, Mathematics and the Physical Sciences,” Encyclopaedia Iranica, Vol. 111, 1989, pp.
88-92.

“Translation and Translators, Islamic,” Dictionary of the Middle Ages, vol. 12, 1989, pp.127-
133.

“Islamic Science: Mathematics, Physics and Astronomy,” The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the
Middle East and North Africa, Cambridge University Press, 1988, pp. 266-267.

The following articles have appeared in the Encyclopedia of Asian History, NY: Scribners,
1987:
1) Astrology/astronomy, Islamic, Vol. I, pp.103-104.
2) al-Biriini, Vol. I, pp. 164-165.
3) Calendars, Eras, Islamic, Vol. I, pp. 217.
4) Ibn Sina, Vol. I, 93-94.

“The Role of Maragha in the Development of Islamic Astronomy: A Scientific Revolution
Before the Renaissance.” Revue de Synthese 1987, 108: 361-373.

“The Role of the Almagest Commentaries in Medieval Arabic Astronomy: A Preliminary
Survey of TuisT’s Redaction of Ptolemy's Almagest,” in Archives Internationales
d'Histoire des Sciences, 1987, 37:3-20.

“The Height of the Atmosphere according to Mu’ayyad al-Din al-‘Urdi, Qutb al-Din al-
Shirazi, and Ibn Mu‘adh,” in From Deferent to Equant: A Volume of Studies in the
History of Science in the Ancient and Medieval Near East in Honor of E.S. Kennedy,
Annals of the New York Academy of Sciences, 1987, 500: 445-465.

“Theory and Observation in Islamic Astronomy: the Work of Ibn al-Shatir of Damascus
(d.1375),” Journal for the History of Astronomy, 1987,18: 35-43.

“The Determination of New Planetary Parameters at the Maragha Observatory,” Centaurus,
1986, 29:249-271.
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PUBLICATIONS ARTICLES (Cont.)

“The Determination of the Solar Eccentricity and Apogee According to Mu’ayyad al-Din al-
‘Urdi (d. 1266 A.D.),” Zeitschrift fiir Geschichte der Arabisch- Islamischen
Wissenschaften, 1985, 2: 47-67.

“A Medieval Note on the Himyarite Dialect,” J40S, 1985, 105: 715-717.

“Solar Observations At The Maraghah Observatory Before 1275: A New Set of Parameters,”
Journal for the History of Astronomy, 1985,16: 113-122.

“The Function of Mechanical Devices in Medieval Islamic Society,” Annals, New York
Academy of Science, 441 (1985), 141-151.

“Arabic Astronomy and Copernicus,” Zeitschrift fiir Geschichte der Arabisch- Islamischen
Wissenschaften, 1984, 1: 73 - 87.

“An Observational Notebook of a Thirteenth-Century Astronomer,” ISIS, 1983, 74: 388 - 401.

“A Hispano-Arabic Astrolabe with Hebrew Star Names,” (coauthor), Annali Dell'lstituto e
Museo Di Storia Della Scienza di Firenze, 1983, 8: 19 - 29,

“Al-Birunt,” Dictionary of the Middle Ages, vol. 2, 1983, pp. 248-251.

“Science and Technology,” Chapter VII of Bibliographical Guide to Iran, ed. L.P. Elwell-
Sutton, Harvester Press, Sussex and Barnes and Noble, 1983, pp. 99 - 113.

“Astrology/Astronomy, Islamic,” Dictionary of the Middle Ages, ed. Joseph R. Strayer, Charles
Scribner's Sons, NY, vol. 1, 1982, pp. 616 - 624.

“The Development of Astronomy in Medieval Islamic Society,” Arab Studies Quarterly, 1982,
4:211 - 225.

“Second Order Interpolation Scheme in the Astronomical Works of Ibn al-Shatir,”
Proceedings of the 16th. International Congress of the History of Science, Section C,
Bucharest, (1981) 262 - 270.

“Risalat Ibrahim Ibn Sinan Ibn Qurrah fT al-handasah wa-1-nujiim,” [Arabic edition and
commentary], in Studia Arabica et Islamica: Festschrift for Ihsan ‘Abbas, ed. Wadad
al-Qadi, American University of Beirut, Beirut, 1981, pp. 195 - 204.

“Ibn Sina and Abt ‘Ubayd al-Jizjani: The Problem of the Ptolemaic Equant,” Journal for the
History of Arabic Science, 1980, 4: 376 - 403.

“A Damascene Astronomer Proposes a Non-Ptolemaic Astronomy,” [Arabic with English
summary|, Journal for the History of Arabic Science, 1980, 4: 3 - 17.
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PUBLICATIONS ARTICLES (Cont.)

“The First Non-Ptolemaic Astronomy at the Maraghah School,” ISIS, 1979, 70: 571-576.

“Birtni and Bar Shinaya,” A/-Birini Commemoration Volume: Proceedings of the
International Congress Held in Pakistan, Nov. 26-Dec. 12, 1973, Time Press,
Karachi, 1979, pp. 251 - 259.

“The Original Source of Qutb al-Din al-Shirazi’s Planetary Model,” Journal for the History of
Arabic Science, 1979, 3: 3 - 18.

“The Planetary Tables of Cyriacus,” Journal for the History of Arabic Science, 1978, 2: 53 -
65.

“Computational Techniques in a Set of Late Medieval Astronomical Tables,” Journal for The
History of Arabic Science, 1977, 1: 22- 32.

“The Buffalo Astrolabe of Muhammad Khalil,” 4l-Abhath, 1973 - 1977 26: 11 - 18.

“Computation of Islamic Astronomical Tables in the Late Middle Ages,” [Arabic]
Proceedings of the Ist. International Symposium For the History of Arabic Science,
1976, Aleppo, 275-294.

“The Double Argument Lunar Tables of Cyriacus,” Journal for the History of Astronomy,
1976, 7: 41 - 46.

“Christian Feasts in Biriint's al-Qaniin al-Mas ‘udi, ” The Commemoration Volume of Biriuni
International Congress in Teheran, 1976, pp. 291 - 364.

“The Meaning of al-jabr wa-lI-mugabalah,” Centaurus, 1973, 17: 189-204, and in Studies in
the Islamic Exact Sciences, by E.S. Kennedy and Colleagues, A.U.B., Beirut, 1983,
pp-544-559.

“The Abd al-A’imma Astrolabe Forgeries,” (coauthor), Journal for The History of Astronomy,
1972, 3: 188 - 198.

“A Cure for King Keret,” Journal of the American Oriental Society, 1972, 92: 107 - 110.
“Easter Computations in Medieval Astronomical Handbooks,” A/-Abhath [ American

University of Beirut] 1970,23: 179 - 212, and in Studies in the Exact Islamic
Sciences, by E. S. Kennedy and Colleagues, A.U.B., Beirut, 1983, pp. 677 - 709.



